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WILLIAM ROBERT WAKE, 
Bath, Sept. il 1793. 


PREFACE. 


In the deſign and execution of this humble 
work, I have been actuated by a deſire of 
enabling the generality of Chriſtians, whilſt 
they pray with the ſpirit, 1 to pray with the 
underſtanding alſo, 


It had frequently been matter of aſtoniſh- 
ment to me, that To important a part of our 
ſervice as The Pſalms, continually read in large 
portions throughout the year, referring pro- 
phetically or hiſtorically to the moſt remarkable 
characters and events recorded in the ſcriptures, 
and celebrated through all ſucceeding ages, as 
well for the ſublimity of their devotion as for 
the beauties of their compoſition, ſhould ſo 
long have remained enveloped in that obſcurity, 
which, from the difficulties of the original lan- 


guage, 
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guage, and from the literality and harſhneſs of 
the ſeveral tranſlations, * have inevitably 
contracted. 


That there are numerous paraphraſes and 
expoſitions of this Sacred Book is undeniable: 
but all that I have ſeen were by far too volu- 
minous and copious for the purpoſe which I had 
in view, or wholly differed from my intention. 
Some of them are bound up with the Bible, 
in quarto or folio ſizes; of others, the language 
is become almoſt as obſolete as the text which 
they profeſs to illuſtrate: ſome, as Biſhop 
Horne's, contain a diffuſe commentary on every 
verſe; in which, every thing is ſpiritualized: 
and all, Nicholls“ excepted (which alſo compre- 
hends a paraphraſe of the whole Liturgy) are 
paraphraſed according to the Bible verſion of 
the Plalms; which, not being read amongſt the 

L eſſons, is almoſt unknown to the generality of 
readers. But from the merits and excellencies 
of the various commentators who have elucida- 
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ted this portion of the Scriptures, 1 mean not to 
derogate: on the contrary, I confeſs with gra- 
titude that their induſtry has eſſentially tended 
to facilitate my taſk; and that, without their 
aſſiſtance, it would have been out of my power, 
in many inſtances, to complete it. My work 
may be conſidered as à ſelection from their pre- 
vious labours; in which, my chief ſtudy has 
been to draw forth their learning from the 
various ſtores in which it was depoſited, and to 
preſent it in an eaſy and intelligible form to thoſe 
who have not opportunity or ability to conſult 


the ori iginal authors. 


Dot in my inveſtigations I have endeavoured 
to extract from theſe ſtores only their ſweets; 
avoiding, as much as poſſible, all critical diſqui- 
fition, and doubtful diſputation, as well with 
reſpe& to paſſages which, from the nature of 
the original language, and the various circum- 
ſtances attending the transfuſion of a work 
from ſuch a remote age to modern times, are 


capable 
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capable of more than one interpretation, as with © | 


regard to paſſages which may or may not be 


' deemed predictive: remembering that my object 


was not to amuſe the reader with different 
opinions, nor to involve him in controverſy; 
but to preſent him a Verſion of the Pſalms, as 
he reads them in the daily ſervice, formed on 
the baſis of the Liturgy Tranſlation, explained 
and connected in the moſt probable and obvious 
mode of interpretation. 


Iuhat the Book of Pſalms was always eſteemed 


prophetical, the moſt curſory peruſal of the New 
Teſtament ſufficiently demonſtrates. But it is 
equally certain, that almoſt all of them were 
written with a view to perſons and circumſtances 
paſt or preſent at the time of their compoſition. 
It would, however, have far exceeded the 

limits of my work, nor indeed would have ac- 


corded with its intention, ro combine their 


primary and ſecondary meaning: as, in ſpiritu- 


alizing the Pſams, or preſenting their predictive 
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ſignification, I ſhould not only have ſwelled my 
work to a ſize which I have been ſtudious 
to avoid, but ſhould imperceptibly have en- 
tangled myſelf amongſt a variety of opinions, 
from which I might not have been able to ex- 
tricate myſelf, nor my reader. I have, there- 
fore, confined myſelf, in general, to the primary 


ſenſe of theſe compoſitions; adding to each a 


preamble or introduction, mentioning the au- 
thor, and briefly explaining the occaſion, as far 
as they are known, together with frequent 
notes to elucidate all the difficulties which might 
probably occur to the unlearned reader. 


Throughout the whole of this work I have 
aimed at ſimplicity, and have even avoided ele- 
gance of dition; copying the plainneſs of our 
Liturgy Tranſlation, retaining its punctuation 
of the verſes, (or pointing them, as the title- 
page to our Prayer-Book expreſſes it) and 
adopting even its phraſes, where there was no 
obvious neceſſity for a change. So that the 


. 
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reader muſt not be ſurprized if, in many in- 
ſtances, he meets with the ſame language, or 
other very ſimilar to it, as occurs in his Prayer- 
Book. Change, for the ſake of change, is 
equally ridiculous and uſeleſs. Provided the 
phraſe were intelligible, and ſufficiently modern, 
(and, in many cafes, the language is {till ſen- 
tentious and expreſſive) I have made little, and 
ſometimes, no alteration. 


The information given in the preambles and 
notes precludes the neceſſity of compiling any 
general hiſtory of thoſe compoſitions, either in 
their original form, or in their various tranſla- 
tions into our language. But it may be ſatis- 
factory to inform the mere Engliſh reader, that 
all the Pſalms were originally poetical, as even 
now appears to a very light obſervation. The 
language ftill evidently differs from all other 
parts of the Bible: it is generally ſublime, 
abundant in figure and imagery, and embelliſhed | 
by thoſe arts which have ever diſtinguiſhed 
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the ſtructure of poetry. But the metre of the 
Hebrews is, after all the inveſtigations of the 
learned, even amongſt the Jews themſelves, as 
utterly unknown to us, as are the muſical in- 
ſtruments with which they performed theſe 
compoſitions. All is plauſible theory, and 
ingenious conjecture. No certain rule can 
be diſcovered. The very term SkLAk, at the 
end of ſeveral Pſalms, is variouſly explained 
by different com:nentators. 


Though denominated THE PsaLus or 
David, it is not to be inferred that they were 
all of his compoſition. They have, as it will 
appear, various authors, and are therefore of 
different antiquity: one, the xcth, is imputed 
even to Moſes. After the concluſion of the 
Babyloniſh captivity, they were compiled by 
Ezra, or Eſdras, (as he is variouſly called in the 
canonical and apocryphal books of Scripture) 
with all the information he had been able to 
collect concerning them. It is from his care 
8 26 that 
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that we enjoy not only the Pſalms, but all the 
intelligence that remains concerning their au- 
thors: and even this is, .in many inſtances, 
deficient, and ſupplied wholly by conjecture. 


To thoſe who wonder that the Liturgy 
ſhould ſo materially differ from the Bible Ver- 
ſion, it may be obſerved, that the former, 
though much more intelligible and conſonant 
with the genius of our language, is conſider- 
ably older than the latter. The Pſalms, as 
they ſtand in our Liturgy, are taken from the 
Great Engliſh Bible, tranſlated by WILLIAu“ 
TyYNDALE and MILES CoveERDALE, reviſed 


 ® The fate of all the perſons concerned in this moſt laudable 

undertaking is not a little remarkable. On TYNDALE it 
brought ſuch a perſecution, that he was obliged to leave the 
kingdom, and conceal himſelf firſt in Germany, and after- 
wards in Antwerp; where, through the private machinations 
of the Engliſh clergy, who ſent over informations againſt him, 


he was apprehended for hereſy, condemned to death, and 
hanged in 1536. 


COVERDALE, who was originally an Auguſtine Monk, but 
having embraced the Reformation, was made almoner to 


Catherine Parr, (the laſt wife of Henry VIII.) and after-, 
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b Archbiſhop Conan and uſed in the 
reigns of Henry VIII. and Edward VI: whereas 


— UI 


wards promoted to the ſee of Exeter, was, on the change of 


religion in Mary's reign, ejected from his biſhoprick, and 
thrown into priſon: out of which he was releaſed at the earneſt | 
requeſt of the king of Denmark, and, as a very great favour, 


permitted to go into baniſhment. Soon after Elizabeth's ac- 


ceſſion to the throne, he returned from his exile, but refuſed 
to be reſtored to his biſhopricx. The cauſe of his refuſal was 
his attachment to the principles of the Puritans, when he was 
become old and poor. Grindal, biſhop of London, gavehim 
the ſmall living of St. Magnus, near London bridge. But not 
complying with the terms of conformity then required, he was 
deprived of his living, became obnoxious to the government, 
and died in indigence:—a ſingular inſtance of the mutability 
of the human mind, and its tendency to extremes. Born and 
bred in a religion that comprehends the utmoſt pomp of wor- 
ſhip and magnificence of veſtments, he paſſed to another 


which allowed theſe but ſparingly, and terminated with a 


communion that abſolutely forbade them, and even accounted 
thoſe ceremonies and habits which were enacted for the ſake 
of a decent ſolemnity, to be criminal! 


Of Tronas CRANMER, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the 
unfortunate hiſtory is too well known to require a detail. 
Queen Mary, finding, after many variations in his political and 
religious conduct, that he eſpouſed the cauſe of her rival 
Lady Jane Grey, and that he inclined to proteſtantiſm, cruelly 
pardoned him the ſentence of high treaſon, of which he had 
been convicted, that he might be tried and executed for hereſy. 
He was accordingly burnt to death at Oxford in 1556, aged 67, 
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the Verſion of che Bible now in uſe was not 
completed till the eighth year of James I. viz. 
1611. | 


The Palms were diſtributed by their collector 


into five diviſions, each of which terminates 
with a Hallelujah. That theſe compoſitions 
might more nearly preſerve their original form, 
the diviſions are retained. 


As this work is profeſſedly, in great meaſure, 
a ſelection from the previous labours of others, 


I have not thought it neceſſary to diſtinguiſh 


all that is extracted from them, by notes of 
quotation. In many caſes this would have 
been impoſſible: for ſometimes I have borrowed 
only an idea, and at others have incorporated 


the ſentiments of various authors in my own 
language, and with my own additions; ſo that 


to diſcriminate the property of each would 
have been impracticable. The ſtudious reader 
may eaſily trace me in Patrick, Mudge, Ni- 
cholls, 


«4 
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cholls, Calmet, Dodd, Horne, and a variety 
of other commentators. | | 


But throughout the whole of my taſk, I 
have never relinquiſhed the right of private 
judgment; the great bleſſing which we*enjoy 
from our Proteſtant Reformation: at the ſame 
time I preſume to hope that no interpretation 
I have given will be found to militate againſt 


the doctrines of our religion, as they are main- + 


tained by the Church of England. 


It may perhaps be objected to this work, that 
the Pſalms, though the ſenſe be ſometimes ob- 
ſcure, the language harſh, and the connexian 
difficult, are yet ſufficiently intelligible for the 
uſes of private devotion and publick worſhip; 
as the people, whom I profeſs to ſerve, are 
become habituated to their phraſeology, and 
have obtained a competent knowledge of their 
meaning. That they are, in general, perfectly 
familiariſed with the language of the Pſalms, 
is true: but that they underſtand ſeveral paſ- 
_ | ſages 
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fages and expreſſions which they have been 
accuſtomed to repeat, and the alluſions to va- 
rious parts of ſcriptural hiſtory, I am inclined 
to doubt; and that, on the moſt indubitable 
evidence, the teſtimony of my own experience: 
candidly confeſſing that there are numberleſs. ? 
paſſages throughout the Pſalms, which I con- 
ceived I thoroughly underſtood, and perhaps 
did, as well as the generality of Chriſtians, of 
whoſe true meaning my knowledge appeared, 
on inquiry, to have been very imperfect. So 
eaſy is it to perſuade ourſelves, after frequently 
peruſing any compoſition, that we underſtand 
it. Numerous paſſages will, no doubt, occur 
to the reader, if he will be as ingenuous as my- 
ſelf, of which he cannot render a ſatisfactory 
explanation. 


Jiuſtly, therefore, may I conclude by ob- 
ſerving that if the publick derive as much 
information from my labours as I have received 


in producing them, their moſt i portant object 
* be completed. 
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THE PSALMS. 


The Firſt Diviſion. 


PSALM I. 


This Palm, from its briefly touching on the three grand 
doctrines that are inculcated throughout all the reſt, 
the happineſs of good men, the miſery of the wicked, 
and the righteous judgments of God, ſeems to have 
been intended as an introduction or preface to the 


or Eſdras, is uncertain. 


FLAPPY is che man, who has ever ſtudiouſly 
avoided all converſe and aſſociation with the 
irreligious, the impious, and the profane: 
2. But whoſe delight is in the divine law, 
and in an inceſſant conformity to its precepts. 


'S 
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whole collection. Wen e er e 5. 1 
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3. He ſhall be like a tree that grows near 
refreſhing ſtreams, and yields its fruit at the 
proper ſeaſon; : 

4. Whoſe leaves ſhall not prematurely wi- 
ther; and behold, whatever he undertakes, 
| ſhall proſper. 

5. Very different is the caſe of wicked men; 
who ſhall be diſſipated like chaff before the 
wind: ; ho 

6. So that they ſhall not be able to ſupport 
themſelves in the judgment, nor in the aſſem- 
blage of the good at the final tribunal. 

7. For God obſerves the proceedings of the 
righteous; and the conduct of profligate, men 
ſhall terminate in ruin. 


3: The want of tender expreſſions and pathetick ſenti- 
ments throughout the Pſalms, is ſufficiently compenſated by 
beautiful paintings, fine metaphors, and noble compariſons, 

5. This compariſon is frequently uſed by the Pſalmiſt; 
and it receives great illuſtration and emphaſis, when we con- 
fider that the people of Judza had their threſhing-floors on 
an eminence; that the method of winnowing their corn was 
by throwing it up-againſt the wind with a ſhovel ; and that 
they choſe this lofty ſituation, that the wind might act with 
more force, and drive the chaff away more eaſily. 
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PSALM II. 


This compoſition refers hiſtorically to the author, David, 
who had ſubdued great oppoſition raiſed by neighbour- 
ing princes to his taking poſſeſſion of the kingdoms, 
Judah and Iſrael; and prophetically to our Saviour, 
who, after the inſults of his enemies, was raiſed to the 
throne of his eternal kingdom. It is one of the Pſalms 
appointed for the morning ſervice of Eaſter-Day. 


To whar purpoſe do the Gentile nations thus 


furiouſly. confederate, and why do the people 


indulge a vain imagination? 

2. Many princes have ariſen, and powerful 
men unite in conſpiracy againſt the Almi ghty, 
and his anointed King. 

3. Let us,” ſay they, © throw off our 
allegiance, and renounce - their dominion over 
us. } 

4. But he who dwells in heaven ſhall deride 
and humiliate their preſamption. 

5. Thus ſhall he addreſs them in his wrath, 
and terrify them with his indignation: 

6. © I have firmly eſtabliſhed my vicegerent 
on the ſacred mdunt of Sion.“ 


— STEIN a > 
2. The powers confederated againſt David at this time 
were, the Philiſtines, Moabites, Damaſcenes, and gs 


2 Samuel VIII. 
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7. I will promulge the decree which the 
Almighty has communicated to me, Thou 
art my Son; this day have I adopted thee: 

8. Demand my aſſiſtance, and I will give 
thee up theſe gentile nations as an inheritance 
to thy crown, and the moſt diſtant regions of 
the earth to thy dominion. 

9. ** Thou ſhalt rule over them with an iron 
ſceptre, and deſtroy them as a brittle veſſel.“ 

10. Learn wiſdom, therefore, ye princes; 
be inſtructed, ye potentates! 

11. Offer your homage to the Lord with 

awe, and cheerful reverence! _ 
12. Salute the ſon, leſt he be incenſed, and 
you bring on yourſelves deſtruction! If his 
vengeance be excited, though in a ſmall degree, 
happy are they who confide in his protection. 


7. About this time, God transferred the crown from the 
houſe of Saul to the family of David. 2 Samuel v. 3. 

8. Philiſtia, Moab, Ammon, Idumæa, and Syria, be- 
came firmly united to the crown of David. 2 Samuel v, 
vii, and x. 

12. A kiſs was, throughout the Eaſt, a token of ſubjec- 
tion and allegiance, 2 Samuel v. 2, and viii. 10. 


A 
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PSALM III. 


This Pfalm is ſuppoſed to be an abſtract of the lamenta- 
tions uttered by David on the occaſion of his ſon's re- 
bellion. The Mount of Olives was the fcene of this 


V 

. effuſion; as it was, more than a thouſand years after- 
ce wards, of our Saviour's agony. 2 Samuel xv. 6. Luke ** 
of xxii. 39, 41. 


O God, what a numerous and powerful op- 
poſition is formed againſt me! 
2. Inſomuch that many ſay, His God will 
no longer protect his life.“ 
3. But thou, O Lord, art my defender, the 
object of my worſhip, and my ſupport! 
4. I fervently ſupplicated the Almighty, and 
he heard me from his ſacred mountain. 2 
F. I lay down, and ſlept, and aroſe in ſafety; 
for the Lord prote&ed me. 


CEE 

I, 2. When David was re-eſtabliſhed on his throne, he 
compoſed this Pſalm to commemorate both his danger and 
his deliverance. He begins it with a repreſentation of his 
danger. Abſalom had alienated the hearts of many of his 
people: Achitophel aimed at his deſtruction; and Shimei, 
with others of his enemies, reproached him as utterly for- 2 ; 
ſaken of his God: while many of his friends undoubtedly 
trembled for his ſafety; ; and had Achitophel's advice been 
followed, his ruin would have been inevitable. 2 21 
xvi. 8, and xvii. 1, 2, 3. 


* 
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6. Therefore I will not be afraid of thoſe 
myriads of foes by whom I am ſurrounded. 
7. Ariſe, O Lord God, and help me! for | 
thou haſt hitherto ſeverely puniſhed my ene- 
mies, and defeated their impious fury. 

8. God alone can fave us; and a bleſſing 
attends his favoured people. 


PSALM IV. 


The writer and occaſion of this Pſalm are ſuppoſed to be 
the ſame as of the preceding. 


O Thou author of all that is good in me, 
hear, when I invoke thee! thou haſt hereto- 
fore extricated me from trouble; be merciful - 
to me, and grant my preſent petition! 

2. Weak men, how long will ye calumniate 
my dignity, and take ſuch pleaſure in defama- 
tion and falſehood? 

3. Be aſſured of this, that God has conſe- 
crated for his own purpoſes one who devoutly 
adores him: when I ſupplicate the Lord, he 
will hear me. 
__—_——_—————A________——_ 

2. For a full account of A's — AO 
father, ſee 2 Samuel xv, 
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4. Stand in awe then, and ſin no more; 
commune with your conſcience in ſolitude, and 
be ſubmiſhve! | aid, 20.ngitanida 

5. Offer the ſacrifice of END — and 
confide in the Lord! .. 

6. Many deſpondently fay, * us, will yield 
us any protection?” 5 

7. Animate us, 0 Lond, with ty. divin 
favour! my 
8. Thou haſt filled my heart with } joy ſupe- 
rior to what men feel in the ſeaſon of harveſt 
or the vintage. TO 

9. I will repoſe myſelf in peace, . and take 

my reſt; for thou, Lord, art the PH n 
of real — 


for 
ne- 


ng 


4. The firſt clauſe of this verſe ſeems to have been quoted 
by St. Paul, according to the Septuagint Verſion, in Ephe- 
ſians iv. 26. © Be ye angry, and fin not.” 

7. This is a fine and brief reply to the er e. 


nene ? 7599 
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| PSALM V. 
An effaſion of the royal Plalmiſt, occaſioned by the ma- 
chinations of his ſon Abſalom, and of Achitophel, the 
chief adviſer of that infatuated prince. 
ATTEND to my prayer, O Lord, conſider 
my lamentarion! 

2. Hear thou my ſuppliant voice, my king 
and my God; for to thee will I conſtantly ad- 
dreſs myſelf! | 
3. My voice ſhalt thou hear betimes: in 
early morn will I direct my prayer to we, and 
plage thy mercy. 

4. For thou art not a God who can favour 
iniquity, neither will it be encouraged by thee. 

5. The infatuated ſinners ſhall not be endured 
by thee; for thou abhorreſt all thoſe who com- 
mit wickedneſs. | 

6. Thou wilt deſtroy thoſe who utter falſe- 
hoods: the Lord will deteſt the ſanguinary and 
deceitful. 

7. But as for me, I will enter che place of 
thy preſence, animated by thy frequent mer- 
cies; and worſhip thee with reverence in thy 
ſacred temple. 0 
8. Conduct me, O Lord, in pious obedi- 
ence, that I may eſcape the cenſure of my ene- 


85 * 


or THE PSALMS. 9 


mies; and grant me a clear knowledge of my 
duty. | 
9. For truth has forſaken their lips; their 
hearts are compoſed of nothing but-wickedneſs. 
10. Their throats are like an open ſepul- 
chre, and their tongues utter inſidious flattery. 
11. Deſtroy them, O God! let them periſh 
in their own projects: extirpate them in the 
midſt of their multiplied impieties; for they 
In rebelled againſt thee. 
12. And let thoſe who truſt in thee rejoice: 
Wa will offer inceſſant praiſes, becauſe thou 
defendeſt them: thoſe who adore thy name 
25 exult in thy protection. 


* - 
* 


10. As dangerous as a grave left open, overgrown with 


_ graſs, and preſenting a fair appearance to the footſteps of the 


unſuſpecting traveller. 
12. The name of a perſon or thing is an Hebraiſm, where- 
by the perſon or thing is expreſſed, The propriety of this 


mode of ſpeaking will appear ſtronger from the religion of 
names, as delivered by the Egyptians, and derived from 


them to the neighbouring ſtates. The names of their tutelar 


deities were not only names of diſtinction, but likewiſe of 


honour. The Deity, when aſked his name by Moſes, com- 
plied with this principle or cuſtom, and aſſumed the name of 


 JeHovan ; by which he was conſidered as the peculiar and 


tutelary deity of the Iſraelites. The love or adoration of his 


name, therefore, implying in it an abhorrence of idolatry, a 


ſtrong confidence in him as their tutelary deity, and a tacit 
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I z. For thou, Lord, wilt confer thy bleſſing 
on the good man; and defend him with thy 
propitious favour as with a ſhield. 


PSALM VI. 
Written by David, on occaſion of ſome perſonal affliction. 
This is the firſt of the Pſalms appointed for the morn- 
ing ſervice of Aſh-Wedneſday. | 
PUNISH me not, O Lord, in thine indigna- 
tion, nor chaſtiſe me in thy diſpleaſure! 

2. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am 
reduced to great weakneſs: heal me, 'for my 
whole frame is afflicted! 

3. My very ſoul likewiſe is ſeverely troubled: 8 
but, Lord, how much longer wilt thou pu- 
niſh me? 

4. Return, O Lord, and fave my life: and 
preſerve me through thine own free mercy! 


— 


obligation of obedience to his laws, is generally uſed in the 
| Old Teſtament to expreſs a religious conduct: and the fre- 
quent uſe of the word name, inſtead of the expreſs mention 
of the divine perſon, will hence appear to be no expletive, 
but to be conſiſtent with the veneration which all nations had 

for the names of their deities. 

3- As an inſtance of the exceſſive literality affected by 
the laſt tranſlators of the Bible, may be adduced the latter 
clauſe of this verſe, which they render, © But thou, O Lord, 
how loflg ?” 
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5. For in death, all remembrance of thee 

ceaſes; and who can offer thankſgiving to thee 
from the grave? 

6. I am wearied with my own lamentations: 
every night is my bed moiſtened with the tears 
of my affliction. 

F. My comelineſs is deſtroyed by mere trou- 
ble, and by the perſecution of my enemies. 

8. Depart from me, all ye impious men: for 
the Lord has heard my lamentation. 

9. He has attended to my petition, and will 
receive my prayer. 

10. All my enemies ſhall experience confu- 
ſion and vexation: they ſhall ſuffer a ſpeedy and 
ignominious defeat. 


PSALM VII. 


A grateful commemoration of the divine favour, a defence 
of his own conduct, and a declaration of confidence that 
he ſhall riſe ſuperior to his enemies. David is faid to 
have compoſed this Pſalm with relation to the conduct of 
Cuſh the Benjamite. Whether Saul, or Shimei, or any 
one elſe, be intended under this name, it is ſufficiently 
clear that David had been maliciouſly aſperſed by ſuch a 
perſon, and that the Pſalm was written to vindicate him- 
ſelf from the imputation, whatever were the nature of it. 


O Lord my God, in thee have I confided: - 
fave me from my perſecutors, and deliver me! 
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2. Leſt, like a lion, he mangle and devour ; 


me, when no aſſiſtance is near. 


3. O Lord my God, if I have been guilty 


of IP or any other ſuch wickedneſs, 


If T have returned evil to him who ſhewed ix 
friendſhip towards me, (nay, I have preſerved i 


him who without any cauſe is my enemy) 

5. Then let him perſecute my life and take 
it; let him infli death upon me, and for ever 
degrade the honour of my name. 

6. Ariſe, O Lord, in awful indignation, 
exert thy power over the fury of my foes; and 
execute in my behalf the fame juſtice which 
thou haſt commanded human judges to diſpenſe 

to the oppreſled! 
F. So ſhalt thou be ſurrounded by multitudes 
of worſhippers: for their ſakes, therefore, again 
diſplay thy power! 
8. The Lord ſhall judge all mankind: paſs 
ſentence on me, O Lord, according to my in- 
tegrity and innocence! 


2. This lion was, probably, Saul; who was urged by a 
falſe accuſation to attempt the deſtruction of David, 
23. 1 Samuel xxiv. 9. xxv. 10. and xxvi. 18. 
| 4. He alludes to the life of Saul, which was twice preſerved 
v7 lym, when he had been preſſed by his attendants to deſtroy 
x Samuel xxiy, 4, 7. and xxvi. 9, 23. 


- e „* 1 
2 * * * 8 1 


I 
OF THE PSALMS. 13 


00 


9. O put a ſtop to the malice of theſe 2 
men, and ſupport the innocent! 

10. For the righteous God diſcerns the 3 
ſecret thoughts and intentions. 

11. My help is derived from God; who 
preſerves thoſe who are true and faithful . 

12. God is an upright, powerful, and pati- 
ent judge, and yet is inſulted every day. 

13. If a man will not repent, God will 
ſharpen his ſword; he has already bent and pre- 
pared his bow: 

14. He has decreed for him the inſtruments 
of death; and directs his arrows againſt the op- 
preſſors. | 

15. Behold, ſuch an one is pregnant with 
iniquity; he has conceived - miſchief, and 
brought forth treachery. 

16. He has digged a pit, and is fallen bin- 
ſelf into the dee which he eren for 
another. 

17. For the 3 of his wickedneh ſhall 
fall on his own head; and his evil machinations 
be retorted on himſelf. 


DD Tll?+oOPMlOMOGERIGGGQOCGENMARZz, 


17, Saul was overthrown by thoſe Philiſtines whom he 
intended to have been the inſtruments of deſtroying David. 


W 


- . N . 
8 - . 
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18. I will praiſe the Lord on account of bis 
righteous government; and will adore the 
power of the Supreme Being. h 

PSALM VIII. n 


This is ſuppoſed to have been a triumphant effuſion of i 
David, on the occaſion of his victory over Goliath; and 
in its prophetical ſenſe, relates to our Saviour's vidorl- 

_ ous reſurrection from the grave, and his aſcenſion into 
heaven. Hence it is one of the Pſalms appointed for 


Aſcenſion-Day. The 4th, 5th, and 6th verſes are 
quoted in Hebrews ii. 


O Lord, our governor, how tranſcendent is 
thy power throughout the world! thou, whoſe 
glory is far exalted even above the heavenly 
creation! 

2. Mere infants haſt thou inſpired with vi- 
gour, on account of thine enemies, to ſubdue 
their hoſtility and vengeance. 

3. I will contemplate the heavens which own 
thee for their creator; and the moon and ſtars 
which thy wiſdom has appointed. 

4. What is man that thou regardeſt him, or 
the ſon of man that thou attendeſt to him? 


2. % Me, a weak young man haſt thou enabled to ſubdue 
the mighty Philiſtine champion,” 1 Samuel xvii. 49. 


5. Thou didſt oor ec in a dete inen r e 
to <a of the angels; but it was to cro]-πSgn . 


him afterwards with glory and honour. 

6. Thou haſt inveſted him with the domi- 
nion over all thy works, and haſt reduced — 
thing to his ſubjection: 

7. Not only tame animals, as ſheep? and 
oxen; but the wild beaſts of the foreſt, . 

8. The birds of the air and the fiſhes of 
the ſea, and whatſoever other creatures inhabit 
the ocean. 

9. O Lord, our governor, how tranſcen- 
dent is thy power throughout the world! 


_ PSALM IX. * 


Compoſed by David on the occaſion of ſome e 
probably of that alluded to in the [preceding Pſalm 
This and the two following Pfalms are appointed for 
the morning ſervice of January 30. 


T Will adore thee, O Lord, with the moſt 
cordial devotion, and proclaim all thy wonder- 
ful mercies. 

2. I will rejoice and exult in thy protection, 
and dedicate my hymns to. thy i, O thou 
Supreme Being! 

6. According to the original mandate, Geneſis i. 26. 


\ 
1 
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3. While my enemies are repulſed, they 
ſhall be. overthrown and periſh at thy preſence. 
4. For thou haſt ſupported my authority 


and my cauſe: thou preſideſt in the throne of : 


perfect equity. 


5. Thou haſt puniſhed the heathen, ur | ; 
deſtroyed the impious; and extinguiſhed their WF 


power for ever. 1 
6. O thou enemy, thy deſtruction 3 is now as 
complete and final as that of the cities which 
thou haſt deſolated, the very remembrance of 
which has periſhed with them. | 
7. But the Lord ſhall remain eternally the 
ſame immutable being; and has prepared his 
tribunal for judgment. 
8. For he ſhall judge the world impartially, 
and adminiſter exact juſtice to his people. 
9. The Lord will alſo be a defence for the 
oppreſſed; a ſure refuge in the time of trouble. 
10. And they who have experienced thy 
power, will confide in thee: for never yet, O 
Lord, haſt thou failed thoſe who applied to 


3, 4, 5, and 6. Theſe verſes ſeem plainly to refer to the 
defeat of the Philiſtine champion, and the conſequent de- 
ſtruction brought on his nation, 1 Samuel xvii. 57, 52. 


N 
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we 11. Praiſe the Lord, then, who inhabits 
: / Sion: proclaim: his actions to the people! 
* 12. For when he ſhall inſtitute an enquiry 


into deeds of blood, he will remember his 
faichful ſervants, and will not forget the « com- 
plaint of the oppreſſet. 

13. Have mercy on me, O Lord! nds 
the diſtreſs which I experience from thoſe . 
perſecute me, thou who haſt raiſed me N 
the deepeſt affliftion! 

14. That I may diſplay thy praiſe in we ſo- 
lemn aſſemblies of Sion; I will exult in the 
deliverance thou haſt afforded us. 

15. The pagans have fallen into the-pit-fall 
which they made: in the fame ſnare which they 
concealed, is their own foot caught. 

16. The Lord is known to decree juſtice: 
the impious are entrapped in their own artifice. 
17. The wicked ſhall ſuffer in, and 
all thoſe who forget Gd. 

18. For the humble ſhall not always be = 
gotten: the patient ſufferance of the meek n 

not be neglected for ever. 

19. Ariſe, O Lord, and let not man conti- 

nue to triumph: let the pagan nations be . 

niſhed in thy preſence. 


—_— —_— . 


! 


C 
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o. Inflift terror on them, O Lord: that theſe 3 
genele may find themſelves to be but men. 


PSALM X. 
Compoſed by David: on what occaſion is unknown, 


WHY doſt thou remove thyſelf from us, O : ? 
Lord, and withhold thy favour in times of 
trouble and emergency! ? 4 
2. The impious, in the pride of their heart, 
perſecute the oppreſſed: let them be emanged | 
in the cunning of their own devices. | 

3. The irreligious man glories in his own | 
carnal deſires; and extols the avaricious, whom | 
God abhors. 3 

4. He is fo haughty that he is regardleſs of i 
God: neither is the Divine Being in any of | 

— his thoughts. 

5. His conduct is ever lamentably corrupt: : 
thy judgments he ſees not, nor acknowledges, 
and therefore defies all his opponents. 

6. For thus he flatters himſelf, < I ſhall ne- 
ver ſuffer a reverſe of fortune: : no harm will 

befall me.“ 
7. His mouth is full of execration, deceit, 


and fraud: his tongue is devoted to impiety 
and falſhood. 


I 4 
* q 
2 
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8. He conceals himſelf in the moſt ſeeret 
receſſes, and from this ambuſh brings deſtruc- 
tion on the innocent: his vengeance is directed 
againſt the inoffenſive. 

g. He lies in wait, like a lion in his den, 
that he may violate the helpleſs. 

10. He does violate the helpleſs, when be 
has drawn them into his ſnare. 

11. He ſtoops and conceals himſelf, that 
aſſemblies of. the innocent may fall into the 
power of his army. 

12. He has ſaid in his heart, God 1 
forgotten: he obſerves not, and he will never 
notice theſe tranſactions. ; 

13. Ariſe, O Lord God, and exert thy 
power; forget not the helpleſs! 

14. Why ſhould the wicked man thus blaſ- 
pheme God, by ſaying in his heart, Thou, 
O God, regardeſt not this conduct? 

15. Surely thou haſt ſeen it; for =P ob- 
ſerveſt impiety and cc, | 


* 
. — NS — 
- 1 * * 
— * 
* 


1. The metaphor is here borrowed from the cuſtom of a 
wie be ae LE. which, before he ſprings on. bj 
prey, crouches to conceal himſelf. 
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16. To take on thyſelf their puniſhment. 
To thee the poor commits himſelf, for thou 
art the protector of the friendleſs. 

17. Deſtroy the power of the impious and 
malignant: puniſh him for his wickedneſs, till 
none remain! 

18. God is the eternal king: the pagans are 

extirpated from their country. 
19. Lord, thou haſt heard the petition of 
the helpleſs: thou prepareſt their heart to offer, 
and thine ear is ready to receive it, 
20. In order to vindicate the meek and deſ- 
titute; that the worldly-minded man may no 
longer oppreſs them. 


* PSALM XI. 


This Pfalm was probably compoſed by David, when his 
friends adviſed him to avoid the evil deſigns of Saul and 
his other enemies, by taking refuge amongſt the moun- 

tiins of Judea. In anſwer to this advice, he expreſſes a 
firm confidence in the protection of God. 


J Confide in the Lord: why then do ye adviſe 
me to fly for ſafety, like a timid bird, to the 
mountains? 


" — f ; p ; R F 
18. This alludes to the expulſion of the Canaanites. 
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2. For behold,” ſay yon, © the impious 
adverſaries begin to bend their bow, and pre- 
pare their arrows, that they may ſecretly Root 
at the honeſt and unſuſpecting. 

3. * Your forces will be routed, and what 
will your integrity avail you??? _ 

4. But the Lord reſides in his ſacred templey 
his tribunal is in heaven. | | 

5. His eyes obſerve the afflicted, and fcru- 
tinize the conduct of mankind. | a 

6. The Lord patronizes the righteous; but 
the impious and abandoned he indignantly 5 
abhors. 

7. On ſuch . he will pour down de- 
ſtruction, fire, and brimſtone, and a dreadful 
tempeſt: this ſhall be their portion. iet 

8. For the righteous Lord is pleaſed with _— 
righteouſneſs: his favour attends on innocence „ 
and juſtice. | = 


7. Theſe images are evidently derived from the puniſh- 
ment inflited on Sodom and Gomorrah ; and on the Egyp- 
tians, by means of the ſtrong Eaſt wind, which overwhelmed 
them and ſecured the Ifraclites. See Exodus xiv. 21, and 
xv. 10. Their portion, their portion to drink, and the 


portion of their cup, are phraſes frequently uſed in ſcripture 
hs the of Providence. 


dee Plalm xvi. note on verſe 6, and xv. note ong; 10. 
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ge PSALM XII. 

It is conjeftured that David in this Pſalm alludes to the 
corruption prevalent . in the court of Saul: but more 
eſpecially to Doeg, and the treacherous Ziphites; who 

. promiſed their friendſhip to David, with no other view 

5 r eee hands of Saul. 1 

W 


ASSIST m me, Lord! not a pious man is left: 
the ſincere and faithful have wholly diſappeared 
from amongſt mankind. - 

2. Every one ſpeaks falſhood to his neigh- 
bour: they do but flatter with their mouth, 
and diſſemble with their deceitful heart. 

3. The Lord ſhall extirpate ſuch treache- 
ous perſons, and thoſe who indulge ſuch pre- 


ſumption; 
4. Who have ſaid, Wich imperious lan- 


guage will we prevail: we have a right to yon 
who has authority to reſtrain us??? 


1. eee eee 
he repoſed confidence. 
2. The abettors of Saul's tyranny perſecuted David with 
the moſt deadly hatred. _ 

4. This probably alludes to the treacherous information, 
and ſatirical ſpeeches of his enemies, 
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5. Now to relieve the comfortleſs ſtate of 
the deſerted, and on account of N 
mentation of the afflicted. 

6. „I will ariſe,“ ſays the Lord, ad will 
aid them againſt him who 2 chem, and 
will place them in ſafety.” 

7. This declaration of the Lordi is ſacred?” 
pure as ſilver tried INE EY and 
refined ſeven times by fire. 

8. Therefore, O Lord, thou wilt ROT 
them; and for ever protect them from this ge- 
neration. N 

9. Impious men 2 abound every where: when 
they are exalted to power, their fellow-crea- 
tures are trampled on and inſultde. 


CD —————————————— 
PSALM xIII. 


Compoſed by the fame author, and on the fame occaſion, 
as Pſalms iii: iv. and v. (1 


How long wilt = forget me, O Lord, for 
ever? how long wilt thou * thy 1 
from me? 1 
2. How long am I fadly ro inst in jay 
ſoul, and ſuffer ſuch anxiety of heart? how 
long ſhall my enemies triumph over we 
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3. Conſider and hear me, O Lord my God! 
illumine my fight, that I fink not to death! 

4. Leſt my enemy ſay, I have prevailed 
againſt him.” For ſhould my cauſe fail, my 
perſecutors will rejoice at my ruin. 

5. But I confide in thy mercy; and my heart 

exults in hope of thy deliverance. 
6. I will fing praiſes to the Lord, becauſe 
he has dealt fo affectionately with me; and I 
will adore the power of the Supreme Being. 


PSALM XIV. 


This Palm alſo was written by David, on the general 
defection of his ſubjects to Abſalom. 


THE impious man flatters himſelf that there 
is no God. 

2. Mankind are degenerated, they are be- 
come deteſtable in their proceedings: there is 
not a virtuous man left. 


.. —...;— ... ——;᷑...;᷑ßx¼ — 


3. In time of ſickneſs and grief, the eyes are dull and 
heavy; and they grow more ſo as death approaches, which 
cloſes them in darkneſs. Health and joy render them bright 
and ſparkling, ſeeming to impart light to them from within. 
To lighten the eyes is a frequent metaphor in ſcripture for 
the reſtoration ſtrengtb: See 1 Samuel xiv, 27; and 
Ezra ix. 8. 
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3. The Lord looked down from heaven 
upon the human race, to obſerve if there were 
any who poſlefled true wiſdom, and would 
humbly apply to God. | 

4. But they have all deviated from the path 
of — ; they are become baſely degene- 
rate: not a virtuous man is left. | 

5. Their throat is like an open ſepulchre, 
their tongue is full of deceit; their lips utter 
the moſt venomous malignity. 

6. Their mouths abound with bitter execra- 
tions: they are prone to ſanguinary actions. 

7. Deſtruction and miſery diſtinguiſh their 
conduct, and peace is unknown to them: they 
are influenced by no reverence of God. 

8. Are they devoid of underſtanding, that 
they all commit ſuch iniquity, deſtroying my 
people as indifferently as they eat their food, 
and never humble themſelves before the Lord? 


5. Pſalm v. 10. 6 be 
5, 6, 7. Theſe verſes are owittedin the Bible copy; yet 
they are quoted by St. Paul, Romans iii, in a ſeries with the 
4th. It is certain that they have no place in the Hebrew, 
Chaldee, or Syriac, copies. Perhaps they were indiſcrimi- 
nately quoted by the apoſtle from different parts of ſcripture z 
and, following the 4th verſe, were inſerted by the tranſcri- 
bers of ome copea ofthe Sep, in which lon the 
are found, 
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9. The kingdom laboured under great ter- 
ror, when there was no cauſe for it: for God 
forſakes not his faithful adherents. | 

10. As for you, ye rebels, ye ridiculed the 
advice of the oppreſſed, becauſe they confided 
in the Lord. 

11. Who ſhall derive from Sion, delbverants 
for Iſrael? when the Lord terminates the cap- 
tivity of his people, then ſhall the tribes of 
Jacob and Iſrael unite in exultation. 


PSALM XV. 


It is not known with any certainty when David compoſed 
this Palm, Biſhop Patrick thinks it was upon bring- 
ing the ark to Mount Sion, 2 Samuel vi.; or on his 
recovering poſſeſſion of it, after his expulſion by Ab- 
ſalom. It was probably compoſed for the uſe of the 
people, when they aſſembled at the ſtated annual ſolem- 
nities. This is one of the Pſalms appointed for the 
morning ſervice of Aſcenſion-Day. 


LORD, who ſhall be admitted to thy taber- 
nacle? or who ſhall worſhip thee on thy ſacred 
mountain? 


IT. Who ſhall prevail on God to ſend forth from Sion, (the 

ſuppoſed place of his divine preſence) deliverance for Iſrael ? 

'avhen the Lord puts an end to the deluſion of the people thus led 
away captive im rebellion, then Oc. 
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2. He whoſe life is pure, whoſe conduct is 
upright, and whoſe language is diftated by 
truth and ſincerity: 


3- He who has employed no | Fallacy of 


words, nor committed an injury towards his 
neighbour, and has not aſperſed his character: 
4. He who does not overvalue himſelf, but 
is humble in his own eſtimation, and honours 
thoſe who reverence the Lord: | 
F. He who having bound himſelf to his 
neighbour by an oath, diſappoints him not, 
though the performance of it be to his own 
diſadvantage: 


1. Three times a year the whole nation aſſembled to do 
homage in the tabernacle. The Pſalm, therefore, was pro- | 
bably intended to inſtru the people as to the qualities which 5 
alone could render their ſervice acceptable. For the hiſtorx 
and deſcription of the tabernacle, ſee Exodus xxxv. and 
the three following chapters. 

The greateſt teinptation to the breach of oaths, and 
* to others, is when the performance of them brings 
miſchief on ourſelves: for then is the trial of a man's virtue; 
and not when he deſigns either to gain, or not to loſe any 
thing by it. It is therefore a very conſiderable part of a 
juſt man's character, that whatever temporal inconvenience 
it may involve him in, he break not the oath which he has 
wen. | 
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6. He who has not employed his money in 
exorbitant uſury, nor been bribed to oppreſs 
the innocent. | 

7. Whoever obſerves this line of conduct 
ſhall never loſe the divine favour. 


PSALM XVI. 


Suppoſed to have been written by David, when he was 
violently perſecuted by Saul. In its prophetick ſenſe it 
relates to our Saviour, who 1s by Saints Peter and Paul 
conſidered as the chief ſubject of this Pſalm. Acts ii. 
25, and xiii. 35. 


PRESERVE me, O God! for in thee have 
I confided. 

2. Juſtly, O my ſoul, haſt thou faid unto 
the Lord, © Thou art my Almighty Sovereign! 
all I poſſeſs cannot increaſe thy glory.” 

3- My whole delight is fixed on pious per- 
ſons, and on ſuch as are eminent in virtue. 

4. But thoſe who devote themſelves to idol 
deities ſhall experience much diſtreſs. 

5. I will not offer their bloody ſacrifices, 
nor even mention their names, 


— — 

6. Uſury and judicial corruption were ſeverely proſcribed 
by the Moſaick law. Exodus xxii. 25. Leviticus xxv. 36. 
and Deuteronomy xxvii. 19. | g 
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6. The Lord himſelf conſtitutes the portion 
deſtined to be inherited by me, and my condi- 
tion in life: thou wilt maintain my allotment. 

7. My lot has befallen me in a pleaſing ſitu- 
ation: I enjoy a glurious inheritance. ' 

8. But I will not be unthankful to the Lord 
for granting me ſevere admonition: my bodily 
afflictions ſerve alſo to puniſh me in the ſeaſon 
of darkneſs and ſolitude. 

9. I have always conſidered that God is 
witneſs to my conduct: for he is ever preſent 
with me, therefore I ſhall not be degraded 
from my dignity. 


— 


6, 7. He means that God had allotted him that por- 
tion in this life (i. e. his kingdom) which was to be conſi- 
dered as his inheritance. The word cup, uſed in the eſta-+ 
bliſhed tranſlations, ſignifies whatever accident or event 
might befal a man. Thus in Matthew xx. 22, © Can ye 
drink the cup that I ſhall drink of? and in xxvi. 39, Let 
this cup paſs from me.” In profane as well as ſacred writers 
it means the diſtributions or diſpenſations of God's ori- 
dence. See Pſalm Ixxv. note on verſes 9, 10. 

$. I prefer here the literal to the metaphorical ſenſe of the 
word reins, though the latter be generally adopted by com- 
mentators. It is not unnatural, and is warranted by other 
parts of the Pſalms, to ſuppoſe that David laboured under 
ſome ſevere diſeaſe, the pain of which might in the hour of 
filence ſproduce falutary reflexion on his miſcondut. See 
Palm Ixxvii, 2. 
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10. Wherefore · my heart exulted, and my 
tongue rejoiced: my body alſo ſhall repoſe in 
hope of reſurrection. 

11. For thou wilt not leave my life in the 
grave, nor ſuffer thy ſacred ſon to experience 
corruption. 

12. But thou wilt introduce me. to eternal 
life: in thy preſence is perfect happineſs; and 


under thy auſpices are pleaſures that will exiſt 
to all eternity! 


PSALM XVII. 

Suppoſed to have been written by David after parting from 
Jonathan, and going into exile. x Samuel xx, 42. 
HEAR juſtice, O Lord, conſider my com- 
plaint; and attend to my ſupplication, which 

is offered to thee with perfect ſincerity! 


10. The word tranſlated glory in both our verſions, means 
the tongue, in analogy with the heart and the body. So in 
Pſalm lvii. 9. Awake up, my glory” —lignihies the tongue, 
in connexion with the Jute and harp. It is a metonymy 
derived from the tongue being the —— with which 
we glorify God. 

11. This verſe is particularly applied to our Saviour, 
whoſe body remained not long enough in the grave to ſuffer 
corruption, * . 
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2. Let my ſentence proceed from thine own 
deciſion; and let thy providence determine 
events according to equity! 

3. Thou haſt viſited and ſearched my heart 
in the ſtillneſs of the night: thou haſt examined 
me, and ſhalt find me guilty of no wickedneſs, 
for I have fervently reſolved that my conver- 
ſation ſhall be inoffenſive. 

4. As for the practices of the world, which 
are contrary to thy commandments, I have re- 
ſtrained myſelf from the ways of deſtruction. 

5. O ſuſtain my progreſs in thy paths, * 
my footſteps err not! 

6. I have ſupplicated thee, O Lord, for 1 
know that thou wilt hear me: vouchſafe to 
grant attention to my prayer! | 

7. Diſplay thine unbounded kindneſs, thou 
who art the preſerver of thoſe that confide in 
thee, from ſuch as reſiſt thy power! 

8. Secure me, as the apple of the eye; 
protect me under thy gracious influence, 


3. This reſolution relates to Saul and his adherents, Who 
were ever vigilant to take advantage of any indiſcretion 
of ſpeech committed by David. 

5. That I may not be urged by Saul ' ill uſage, DOE 
commandments, by attempting, his 127 
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9. From thoſe impious men who diſtreſs 
me: my enemies ſurround me in order to take 
A 
10. They are ſwollen with a and 
their mouth utters boaſtful preſumption. 

11. They lie in ambuſh for me on every 
ſide, fixing their eyes intently on the ground, 

12. Like a lion eager for his victim, and as 
a young lion lurking in his den. 

13. Ariſe, O Lord, fruſtrate, and over- 
throw them; deliver my life from the impious, 
who are inſtruments of thy wrath; 

14. From theſe human agents of thy will, 
O Lord, from theſe and from the evil part of 
mankind, who have their portion in this life, 
whom thou enricheſt with the moſt valuable 
worldly poſſeſſions. 

15. They have children according to their 
wiſhes, and leave the reſidue of their ſubſtance 
to their offspring. 

16. But as for me, I will ſtrive to be ad- 
mitted to thy preſence by means of righteouſ- 
neſs: and when I am raiſed again in purity like 
thine own, I ſhall be completely bleſſed with it. 


— — 
_ — 


11. x Samuel xxiii. 26. 12. Pfalm x. 9. 
16. This is a fine prodftiveglanoeat be refurretion, 
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PSALM XVIII. 

This Pſalm was compoſed by David, in commemoration 
of his victories over the Philiſtines, Syrians, Moabitea, 
and Ammonites, his defeat of the unnatural rebellion 
excited by his ſon Abſalom, and his deliverance from 
the ſanguinary intentions of Saul. It n the 
224d chapter of 2 Samuel. | 


I Will devoutly love thee, O Lord, the author 
of my ſucceſs: the Lord is my firm rock and 
my defence; my deliverer, my God, and my 
might, in whom I will confide; my ſhield, the 
glorious inſtrument of my ſafety, and my refuge. 

2. I will invoke the Lord, who is worthy 
of adoration: ſo ſhall I be ſafe from my enemies. 

3. The pangs of death ſurrounded me, and 
the overwhelming violence of impious men 
filled me with terror. 

4. Extreme anguiſh invaded, and deadly 
ſtratagems entangled me. 

5. In my diſtreſs I called upon the Lord, 
and complained unto my God: 

6. So he heard my voice from his holy 
temple; my ſupplication came before him, and 
was attended to, 

7. Then did the earth ſhake and tremble: 
the hills were looſened from their nne 
becauſe of his diſpleaſure. 

Vo“. I. „ 
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8. A ſmoke proceeded from his preſence, 
and a conſuming fire from his mouth, ſo that 
coals were kindled by it. 

9. The heavens bowed with him when he 
deſcended, and darkneſs reigned beneath him. 

10. He was upborne by cherubs, and flew: 
he came flying on the wings of a tempeſt. 

11. His tent was darkneſs: his pavilion 
around him, the hor. ors of the gloomy ſtorm, 
and lowering ſkies. 

12. At the lightning that proceeded from his 
preſence, the clouds burſted out into hailſtones 
and flame. 

13. Then was heard alſo the tremendous 
thunder, the Almighty iſſued his thunder, fol- 
lowed by hail and fire. 

14. He diſcharged his arrows, and diſperſed 
them: he ſhot forth lightning, and deſtroyed 
them. 

15. The channels of the deep were ſeen, 
and the foundations of the world diſcloſed by 


14. Diſperſed them; i. . e. the enemy. 

15. The ſea was forced from its channel; and probably by 
means of an earthquake, the foundations, 3 
of the arth and deep were diſcovered. | 
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thy diſpleaſure, O Lord, and by the vehemence 
of thy wrathful tempeſt. 

16. Thus did the Almighty ſend aid from 
on high to protect me, and reſcued me from 
many dangers. 

17. He delivered me from my ſtrongeſt 
enemy, and. from them who hated me: for 
they were too powerful for me. 

18. They invaded me ſuddenly in the day of 
trouble: but the Lord was my ſupporter. 

19. He reſtored me alſo to a ſtate of liberty: 
he reſtored me, becauſe he had conceived fa- 
vour towards me. 

20. .The Lord rewarded me according to 
my righteouſneſs, and according to my inte- 
grity did he recompenſe me: 

21. Beeaufe I have obeyed the command- 
ments of the Lord; and have not forſaken my 
God, as the wicked do. 

22. For J have obſerved all his laws, and 
have not rejected his commandments. 

23. I have alſo been innocent before him, 
and abhorred whatever iniquity I have been 
guilty of. 

24. Therefore has the Lord rewarded me 
according to my upright conduR, and according 
to the integrity which he has perceived in me. 


A LIBERAL VERSION 


25. To the merciful, O God, thou wilt be 
merciful; and to the juſt, thou wilt be juſt: 

26. To the pure thou wilt prove thyſelf a 
lover of purity, and to the ſtubborn thou wilt 
ſhew thyſelf obdurate. 

27. For thou wilt preſerve thoſe who labour 
under oppreſſion, and wilt humble the pre- 
ſumption of the haughty. 

28. Thou wilt alſo light up my lamp: the 
Lord my God will turn my darkneſs into 
ſplendour. 

209. For through thee I have defeated an 
army, and with the power of my God I gained 
poſſeſſion of the fortreſs. 

30. The providence of God is perfect; the 
promiſe of the Lord alſo is refined from all de- 
ceit: he is the defender of all thoſe who con- 
fide in him. 

31. For who is God, except the Lord, or 
who has any power except our God? 


( p cpp ˖ rr 


23. Figurative expreſſions, denoting the increaſe of proſperity. 
29. David, ſoon after his ſettlement on the throne, drove the 
Jebuſite garriſon out of Jeruſalem, and reduced the city to his 
obedience; making it the future capital of his kingdom. His 
two victories over the Philiſtines may alſo be alluded to: 2 
Samuel v. 17. enge 
31. He refer$ to the idol deities of the gentiles. 


56 
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32. It is God who ſtrengthens me with mi- 
litary might, and renders my conduct fucceſsful. 

33. He has endowed my feet with the ſwift- 
neſs of the hart, and ſecures me in lofty ſitu- 
ations. 

34. He inſtructs my hands to fight, and my 
arms can bend even a bow of ſteel. 

35. Thou haſt granted me the defence of 
thy protection: thy powerful hand has alſo 
ſupported me, and thy affectionate diſcipline 
has contributed to my greatneſs. | 


36. Thou haſt made room enough for me to 
proceed, ſo that my feet have not been confined. 


—Pä‚füdmᷓ—hn᷑ b 

33. He has endowed me with agility and vigour, and made 
me ſevift to run, ſo that I can eafily aſcend the higheſt hills. 
This was reckoned a very honourable qualification amongſt the 
ancient warriors; who, as they generally fought on foot, were 
enabled, by their agility, ſpeedily to run from place to place, 
give orders, attack their enemies, defend their friends, or exe- 
cute any other purpoſes the ſervice might require of them: 
many inſtances of which we have in the battles of Homer and 
Virgil: 2 Samuel i. 23, and 1 Chron. xii. 3. This qualifica- 
tion was peculiarly uſeful to David, as the country of Judea, 
and ſome of thoſe where he made war, were very mountainous 


and ſteep. 
34. From this and the preceding inſtances, it may be infore 


red, that David was peculiarly qualified for military atchieve- - 


ments. Homer's hero is repreſented as poſſeſſing the lame 
vigour: Odyſſey, book xxi. verſe 409. 


33 A LIBERAL VERSION 


37. I purſued my enemies, and overtook 
them; nor returned till I had deſtroyed them. 

38 I defeated them, ſo that they were not 
able to withſtand me; but fell at my feet. 

39. Thou didſt inſpire me with valour for the 
battle, and ſubdue my enemies to my dominion. 

40. Thou didſt cauſe my enemies to betake 
themſelves to flight, and I deſtroyed thoſe who 
purſued me. 

41. They cried, but there was none to help 
them; even to the Lord did they cry, but he 
heard them not. | 

42. I diſperſed them as duſt before the wind, 
and trampled on them as mire in the ſtreets. 

43. Thou didſt deliver me from popular 


commotions, and haſt made me the ſovereign 
of the heathen. 


36. The Eaſtern writers deſcribe any perſon's condition in 
life by his eps or goings. Hence, narrow or ſtraitened ſteps 
denote a ſtate of diſtreſs or affliction; and large, unconfined 
ſteps, or room enough, the contrary ſtate of proſperity and 

43. From the conflict between the tribes, or the civil war, 
which was raiſed by Abner in favour of Iſhboſheth, and from 
the invaſions of the Philiſtines, who attacked him ſoon after 
his acceſſion to the kingdom; of which he afterwards came 
into the peaceable poſſeſſion, and became the /overcjgn of thoſe 
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44. A people whom before I knew notz we 


ſubſervient to me. 
45. As ſoon as they became acquainted with 


my conqueſts, they obeyed me; but it was a 


feigned ſubmiſſion which theſe foreign powers 
yielded to me. 


46. The foreign powers failed, and were 


terrified in their retreats. 
47. The Lord lives, and bleſſed be my 


powerful protector, and praiſed be the divine 


author of my ſafety! 

48. Even the God who takes care that I 
be avenged, and reduces the people to my 
dominion. 

4459. It is he who delivers me from my cruel 
enemies, and raiſes me above my adverſaries: 
thou haſt reſcued me from wicked men. 

50. For this cauſe will I offer thankſgiving 
to thee, O Lord, in the preſence of the heathen, 
and ſing praiſes to thy name. 

51. Great proſperity has he beſtowed upon 
his king, and has diſplayed the moſt affectionate 


EE — 


heathen nations, that were tributary to him by means of his 


victorĩes over them: 2 Samuel viii. 1, and Chronicles xviii. 


47. e 


lifeleſs fabrications of heathen idolatry. 
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mercy.to David, his anointed, and will conti- 
nue it to his family for ever. 


PSALM XIX. 


« The piety of this Pſalm,” ſays Biſhop Sherlock, « is ſo 


natural, and yet ſo exalted; ſo eaſy to be underſtood, ſo 


adapted to move the affections, that it is hardly poſſible 


to read it with any attention, without feeling ſomething 
of the ſame ſpirit by which it was indited. The holy 
king begins with the works of the creation, to magnify 
the power and wiſdom of the Creator: they are a perpetual 
inſtruction to mankind; every day and every night ſpeak 


huis goodneſs, and by their regular and conſtant viciſſitude, 


ſet forth the excellency of that wiſdom, by which they 


are ordered. The book of nature is written in every lan- 


| guage, and lies open to all the world. The works of the 
creation ſpeak in the common voice of reaſon, and want 


. © no interpreter to explain their meaning: but are to be un- 


derſtood by people of all languages upon the face of the 


earth. From theſe works in general he ſingles out one, 


to ſtand as a teſtimony of the power of his Maker. The 
Sun is the great ſpirit of the world, the life that animates 
theſe lower parts. How conſtant and unwearied in his 
courſe! how large his circuit, to impart light and genial 
heat to every dark corner of the earth! « He is as a bride- 
groom, &c. Vol. ii. Diſc. 14. From a citation which 


- 


51. The term anointed is derived from the ceremony of 
union performed anciently at the inauguration of ſovereigns, 
and retained in ſome countries to this day. The concluſion of 


anti-type, the Meſſiah. 


this verſe evidently refers to the eternal kingdom of David's 
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St. Paul has made of the fourth verſe, it appears that we 
are to raiſe our thoughts from theſe natural phenomena to 
ſpiritual applications; and to contemplate this worldly orb 
of light as typifying the Sun of Righteouſneſs. Hence, 
this Pſalm is appointed to be read on Chriſtmas-Day. 


THE heavens declare the glory of God, andthe 
celeſtial bodies diſplay his wiſdom and power. 

2. One day informs another, and one night 
inſtructs another. 

3. There is neither ſpeech nor language, 
but their voice is plainly audible, 

4. Their ſound is gone forth into all coun- 


tries, and their works to the extremities of the 
world, 


5. Amongſt them has he 3 a re- 
ceptacle for the ſun, which comes forth as a 
bridegroom out of his chamber, and a 
as a ſtrong man to run a race. 


. 4 9 4 o * ; 
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2. The days and nights ſucceed each other ſo regularly and 
exactly, that David poetically ſuppoſes each of them to in- 
ſtruct the next in the taſk it is to perform. | - 

4. They are legible all the avorld over. He conſiders the ſun 
and other luminaries as letters or characters placed in the ex- 
panded volume of the heavens, to be read by all the world. 

5. Amongſt them; i. e. among the celeſtial bodies, the 
ſun performs his courſe with the fame vigour that a ſtrong 
man runs a race propoſed to him. The nuptials of the Jews 
and other eaſtern nations were celebrated with great magnifi- 
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6. It proceeds from an extreme point of the 
| heavens, and performs a complete circuit to 
the ſame again: and nothing eſcapes the heat 
of it. 

7. The religious law of the Lord is likewiſe 
excellent, converting the ſoul; the evidence 
afforded by the Lord is infallible, and imparts 
wiſdom to the ignorant. 

8. The precepts of the Lord are juſt, and 
animate the heart; the commandments of the 
Lord are pure, and communicate li ght to the 
underſtanding. | 

9. The reverence of the Lord is a ſource of 


cence and ſplendour. They were held under à tent or canopy 
erected for that purpoſe, to which cuſtom David here alludes ; 
as likewiſe to the other cuſtom of the bridegroom's going out 
at midnight with lamps and torches. The paſſage will receive 
great light from our Saviour's parable of the wiſe and fooliſh 

6. In this and the preceding verſe we muſt conſider David 
as ſpeaking in conformity to the notions of aſtronomy then 
prevailing. In another place he ſpeaks of the world being 
made ſo ſure that it could not be moved. See Pſalm xciii. 2. 
and the note. 


7. From the mighty e and proſpect of nature in the for- 
mer verſes, the Pſalmiſt turns his thoughts to the evidence af- 
forded by the moral and religious ordinances of the Creator, 
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purity, and will never fail; the injunctions of 
the Lord are wholly juſt and equitable. 

10. They are more valuable than gold, even 
than much gold of the fineſt ſort: ſweeter too 
than honey and the honey-comb. 

11. Moreover, by them am I thy ſervant + 
inſtructed, and in fulfilling them there is 1 
reward. 

12. But who can aſcertain how often be is 
guilty of ſome offence? O purify me from un- 
perceived faults! 

13. Reſtrain thy ſervant alſo from prefump* 
tuous ſins, leſt they get the dominion over 
me: ſo ſhall I preſerve my integrity, and be 
innocent of the great tranſgreſſion. 

14. May the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be always acceptable 
to thee, 

15. O Lord, my protector and ae 


— 0 


13. The great tranſyreſion means rebellion and apodtier. 


el 
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PSALM XX, 


This Pſalm is ſuppoſed to have been written for the ſervice 
of the tabernacle, and to have been ſung in parts by the 
congregation and David, in order to pray for his ſucceſs 

in ſome great expedition, which, it is probable from verſe 
7th, was undertaken againſt the Ammonites and Syrians, 
who engaged him with great numbers of horſemen and 
chariots : 2 Samuel x. 6, 8, and 1 Chronicles xix. 7. The 
three firſt verſes ſeem to have been ſung by the prieſts of 
the temple, upon the king's coming to offer ſacrifice 
before he began his expedition: the five next, by the 
high-prieſt, upon ſeeing the ſacrifice promiſe well, being 
happily conſumed to aſhes, joined perhaps with the other 
uſual fignals of favour; which make him break out in the 
ſixth verſe, „Now am I confident &c.” The laſt verſe 
was ſung by the people or prieſts as a chorus. This and 
the next Pſalm are the two firſt appointed for the ſervice 
of October 25. 


THE Lord attend to thee in the 4 of trouble! 
the power of the God of Jacob defend thee! | 
2. Send thee aid from the ſanctuary, and 
animate thee out of Sion! | 
3. Remember all thy offerings, and accept 
thy burat ſacrifice! 
4. Grant thee thy heart's deſire, and fulfil 
all thy wiſhes! 


2. The ſanctuary and mount Sion were ſuppoſed to be the 
local refidences of the Divine Power. - 

3. The token of the ſacrifice being accepted was its being 
ſpeedily conſumed. 


3 
OF THE PSALMS. - 9 


5. We will exult under thy protection, and 
triumph in the power of the Lord our God; 
the Lord fulfil all thy petitions! 

6. Now am I confident that the Lord aſſiſts 
his anointed, and will attend to him from the 
ſacred place of his reſidence, with the ſaving 
protection of his power. 

7. Some depend on chariots, and ſome on 
horſes: but we will remember the name of the 
Lord our God. 

8. They are reduced, and fallen: dat we are 
victorious, and ſtand firm. | 

9. Preſerve, Lord, and hear us, O king of 
nn; when we ſupplicate thee! 


PSALM XXI. 


It is a general opinion, that this Pſalm was compoſed by 
David in a tranſport of joy and thankſgiving after his 
conqueſt of Rabbah, and triumph over the Ammonites. 
It is of the ſame kind with the preceding. The Jews al- 
low it to have a relation to Chriſt: and indeed there are 
ſome things in it, which are more literally fulfilled in Chriſt 
than ſin David: ſee verſes 4, 5, and 6. It is one of the 
Pſalms appointed for the morning ſervice of Aſcenſion-day. 


THE king ſhall rejoice in thy power, O Lord! 
abundantly ſhall he exult in thy protection. 
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2. Thou haſt granted him his heart? s deſire, 
and haſt not denied him his petition. 

3. For thou haſt beſtowed on him the moſt 
eminent bleſſings, and haſt placed a crown of 

pure gold upon his head. 

4. He aſked life of thee, and thou haſt TY 
ſtowed on him a long life, that ſhall have no end. 

5. His dignity is great through thy protec- 
tion: with glory and great honour ſhalt thou 
inveſt him. 

6. For thou haſt given him everlaſting feli- 
city, and haſt animated him with the joy of thy 
protection. 

7. And why? becauſe the king confides in 
the Lord, and through the mercy of the Moſt 
High, he ſhall not fail in his enterprizes. 

8. All thy enemies ſhall feel thy power: thy 
invincible power ſhall diſcover thoſe who re- 
fiſt them. 

9. Thou wilt * them become like a fla- 
ming oven, in the time of thy wrath: the Lord 
will deſtroy them in his diſpleaſure, and the fire 
will conſume them. 


—— ——— —— ——— —. ͥͤ —2—: 4 


3. A crown of pure gold means an illuſtrious crown. 
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10. Their offspring wilt thou extirpate from 
the world; and their generation from amongſt 
the human race. 

11. For they concerted miſchief againſt thee, 
and conceived ſuch a project as they were not 
able to execute. | 
12. Therefore ſhalt thou put them to flight, 

and make ready the ſtrings of thy bow againſt 
their faces. 4 

13. Diſplay, O Lord, thine own peculiar 
might: ſo will we celebrate and praiſe thy 
power. 


PSALM XXII. os - 
The immediate occaſion of this Pſalm was the perſecution 
under which its royal author laboured by his enemies. 
But it chiefly refers to our Saviour's ſufferings and cruci- 
fixion, The beginning of the firſt verſe is the exclamation 
uttered by him in his laſt agony. This Pſalm is one of 
thoſe appointed for Good-Friday. 


MY God, my God, look upon me, why haſt 
thou forſaken me, and art ſo far from my relief, 
and from the words of my complaint? 


11. The cruelties which the Ammonites intended to inflict 


on David and his people, were retaliated on themſelves. 
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2. O my God, I ſupplicate thee in the day- 
time, but thou attendeſt not, and in the ni or 
ſeaſon alſo I enjoy no reſt! 

3. Vet thou art immutably faithful, O hon 
glory of Iſrael! 

4. Our anceſtors placed their hopes on thee: 
they confidedin thee, and thou didſt deliver them: 

5. They invoked thee, and were helped: 
they firmly depended on thee, and were not 
defeated. 

6. But as for me, I am a reptile and no man; 
the deriſion of men, and an out- caſt amongſt 
the people. 

7. All who ſee, ridicule and deride me; they 
-protrude their ſcornful lips, and ſhake their 
heads, ſaying, 

8. „ He truſted in God that he would de- 
liver him; let him deliver him, if he will have 
him. 3, 

9. But thou art he that brou ghreſt me into 
the world: thou waſt my protector in the car- 
lieſt We of infancy. | 


3. Ever mindful of his divine promiſes made to David. 
4, 5. He alludes principally to Gideon, Samſon, and Samuel. 


7, 8. For R 
XX\VU. Alw=45, 


o 
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10. I have been dependent on thee ever fince 
I was born: than MN: Goes: even from. a 
birth! 

11. O leave me got, for volte is + approach 
ing; and there is no perſon to aſſiſt m. 
12. Many adverſaries, like oxen, are FR 
about me: imperious foes, like bulls of Daihan, 


ſurround me on every fide. o 211 22919 
13. They open their mouths on me, like 
rampant and roaring lions. ro ul® : 


14. I amutterly exhauſted, and allmy bones 
are disjointed: my heart alſo in the midſt of 
my body ſeems diſſolving like wax. 1 

15. I am as deſtitute of vital N as 2 
dry brick, my tongue cleaves to the roof f my 
mouth, and thou haſt brought me to * brink 
of the grave. | * 

16. For many enemies, like fierce 2698, have 
environed me: and the deſigns of che wicked 

beſiege me. 
157. They have picrced my hands and my 


— a v,½uʃ ᷑‚᷑—ͤöü̃ ᷑ꝶ —ũ6ʃ 


2. Baſhan was a rich and fertile country, the cattle of 2 
—— large ſize, and its inhabitants gigantick and for- 
midable: Deuteronomy iii. 13, and Numbers xxi. 34. In 
Anne CO I gs 
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feet: can count all my bones; they ſtand fta- 
ring and gazing upon me. 

18. They have 21 my ee and 
eaſt lots for my veſture. 

19. But withdraw not thyſelf bon me, O 
Lord! thou art my protector: haſten to aſſiſt me. 

20. Deliver my life from the ſword; my pre- 
cious life from the power of theſe blood-hounds. 

21. Preſerve me from the lion's jaws! thou 
haſt hitherto delivered me from the horns of 
the unicorns. 

22. I will declare thy power unto my coun- 
trymen: in the full congregation will I praiſe 
23. O praiſe the Lord, ye who revere him! 


magnify him, all the poſterity of Jacob; and do 


homage to him, all the generation of Ifrael! 
24. For he has not ſſighted nor rejected the 


lowly condition of the oppreſſed: he has not 


withholden his favour from him; but when he 


invoked him, he heard him. 


17, 18. Theſe verſes fo clearly alludeto the crucifizion.and its 


' circumſtances, that they require no comment: John xix. 23, 24. 


20, 21. The favord, dogs, lions, and unicorns, are merely 
emblematical figures of ao vet ace, od 171, whrs 
kis adverſaries, + 
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25. Thou ſhak be the ſubject of my praiſe 
in the full congregation: my devotions will I 
offer in the preſence of thoſe who revere him. 

26. The oppreſſed ſhall partake of his fa- 
your, and be amply ſupplied; they that ſtudi- 
ouſly enquire what the will of the Lord is, ſhall 
have reaſon to adore him: your hearts ſhall be 
animated with inceſſant] joy. 

27. All the extremities of the world ſhall 
recolle& themſelves, and be converted to the 
Lord: and all the families of the Gentiles ſhall 
worſhip thee. 

28, For univerſal dominion is the Lord's, 
and he is the ſupreme governor of the world. 


29. All ſuch n are n 000 ca ſhall 
offer ſacrifice and worſhip. 


30. All that are deſtined to return to duſt 


26. [a this verſe, commentators in general have pronounced 
that the inſtitution of the Chriſtian ſacrament is delineated. 
Without denying their abundantly fuperior ingenuity and 
learning, I ſhall only, in the due exerciſe of private judgment, 
obſerve, that the original words do not ſeem to warrant ſuch a 
deciſion. They are merely, The humble ſhall eat and be fatis- 
fied: they that ſeck after the Lord ſhall praiſe him; Jour heart 
Hall live for ever. 

27. The call of the gentiles may here be intended, or the 
converſion of the whole world to the worſhip of the true God, 
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ſhall kneel to him, for none can preſerve his 
own life. | 

31. My family ſhall be particularly devoted 
to him: and ſhall be accounted a generation 
ſacred to the Lord. 

32. They ſhall appear in due time, and the 
powers of heaven ſhall proclaim his veracity 
unto a people which ſhall then live, and whom 


the Lord will produce. 


PSALM XXIII. 

In this Pſalm, David expreſſes his confidence in the Lord 
8, who had delivered him from the perſecutions of Saul, and 
* ſettled him in a proſperous condition. He therefore com- 
pares God firſt to a good ſhepherd, who carefully feeds 
and diligently watches over his flock; and ſecondly, to a 
hoſpitable friend, by whom he was ſure of being liberally 

and fplendidly entertained. | 


THE Lord is my ſhepherd; therefore can I 
want nothing. 


2. He will feed me in a verdant paſture, and 
lead me forth beſide refreſhing ſtreams. 


_—_———T_XEAAT]EOT____- 


30. All mortals without exception ſhall proſtrate themſelves 
before him, conſcious that the origin and preſervation of life de- 
pend on him only. 
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3. He will revive my ſpirits, and conduct me 
in ſafe paths, for the gloryof his name. 

4. Yea, though I ſhould ſtray into a valley 
overſpread with the horrors of darkneſs and 
death, I will fear no accident: thy crook and 
thy ſtaff are my conſolation. 

5. Thou haſt prepared a table for me, not- 
withſtanding the efforts of my enemies: thou 
haſt anointed my head with. oil, and my cup 
"TR 

6. This beneficence and mercy ſhall attend 
me all the days of my life, and I will frequent 
the temple of the Lord conſtantly. | 


4. Thus far, the paſtoral metaphor is literally ſupported. 

5+ This alludes to the plentiful ſupport which he experienced 
in the wilderneſs, notwithſtanding the efforts of his enemies to 
diſtreſs him. Thou haſt anointed my head with oil means thou 
haſt treated me like a welcome gueſt at this table which thou 
haſt prepared for me; alluding to the cuſtom of the Eaſtern 
nations in anointing the heads of their gueſts with fragrant oils: 
Amos vi. 6, and Luke vii. 46. The next expreſſion, my cup 
75 full, denotes the ample ſufficiency with which denne 
vided him. See Pſalm xxv. 9, 10, and the note. 
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PSALM XXIV. 


David compoſed this Pſalm upon his bringing the ark of 
God to mount Sion, where it continued till Solomon had 
built his temple. It ſeems to have been contrived to be 
performed by two companies or choirs: one reſponding to 
the other as in our cathedrals. On very ſolemn occaſions 
it was uſual for the Jews to ſeparate themſelves into two 
diviſſons, oppoſite to each other. Thus in the time of 
Moſes, ſix tribes went up to mount Gerizim, and the 
other fix to Ebal, the oppoſite mountain: when from one 
of them, the bleſſings, and from the other, the curſes, of 
the law were pronounced: Deuteronomy xxvii. 12: ſee 
alſo Nehemiah xii. 31, & ſeq. Probably, in the ſame 
manner the two choirs might ſtand, one on one ſide of the 
tabernacle, and the other on the oppoſite ſide, at this ſo- 
lemn depoſit of the ark in Sion, and thus repeat this Pſalm, 
This conjecture ſeems to account for the interrogations 
and replies throughout the Pſalm, as well as for the re- 
markable repetitions at verſes 7 and 9. During its per- 
formance, the ark is ſuppoſed to be moving in a grand 
and ſolemn proceſſion of the whole Ifraelitiſh nation to- 
wards the place of its future reſidence: x Chron. xv. On 
account of this aſcent of the ark, and from its being ſup- 
poſed to prefigure the aſcenſion of our Lord into heaven, 
this Pſalm is one of thoſe appointed for the ſervice of Aſ- 
cenſion-Day. For a particular deſcription of the ark, and 
all its circumſtances, ſee Exodus xxxvii. 


TE earth is the Lord's, and all that it con- 
tains: the extent of the world, and its inha- 
bitants, | | 

2, For he has laid its foundation on the 
ſeas, and cauſed it to reſt firm on the waters, 
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3. Who ſhall aſcend the mountain of the 
Lord, or who ſhall riſe in his ſanftuary? ? 

4. He whoſe conduct is virtuous, and whoſe 
heart is pure, and who has not offered up his 
devotions to idolatry, nor taken an oath in 
order to wrong his neighbour. | 

5. He ſhall receive a bleſſing from the Land, 
and mercy from the God of his ſalvation. 

6. Such are the men that ſeek thee; of them 
who ſeek thy preſence, O God of Jacob! 

7. Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be ye 
lifted up, ye impenetrable barriers, and the 
King of glory ſhall enter: 

8. Whois the King of glory? It is the Lord 
ſtrong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in 
battle. 

9. Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be ye 
lifted up, ye impenetrable barriers, and the 
King of glory ſhall come in. 

— ͤ⁵⅛ð«1:2PHñ 


3. To riſe in the ſunctuary means for the purpoſe of worlkip. 
The Jews always prayed ſtanding. 

7. The, gates of Sion lifting up their n the 
gates being opened to receive the ark. Sion was a military ſta- 
tion and garriſon ; and as ſuch had, no doubt, a portcullis, un- 
der which the ark was to paſs: this gate being let down is ſaid 
to be hut; when liſted wp, to be opened. There is a poetical 
amplification in the original, which being pores 1 have rg» 
fained; giving it this explanation. go tc 
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10. Who is. the King of glory? the Lord of 
hoſts he is the King of glory. | 


PSALM XXV. 


Commentators differ intheir opinion of the occafion on which 
this Pſalm was written. It appears to have been compoſed 
in a time of diſtreſs, and is not improbably conjectured to 
have been ſubſequent to the aſſaſſination of Uriah: it being 

_ obſervable that, till that event, the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks with 
great confidence of his purity; but after it, with great 
humility, and ſometimes dejection. The laſt verſe ſeems 
to point at the rebellious commotions excited in the king- 

dom by Abſalom. 


To thee, O Lord, will I lift up my ſoul; my 
God, I have confided in thee: O let me not be 
defeated, neither let my enemies triumph over 
me! 

2. For all they who depend on thee ſhall not 
ſuffer diſgrace: but ſuch as raſhly tranſgreſs thy 
commandments, ſhall be confounded and diſap- 
8 

3. Direct me in the conduct, O Lord, and 
inſtru& me in the paths which thou approveſt. 

4. Conduct me under thy true and unerring 
direction, and teach me: for thou art the ſove- 
reign author of my preſervation: in thee has 


been my daily confidence. 
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5. Remember, O Lord, thy tender mercies, 
and thy affectionate beneficence, which have 
been ſignal towards me from the earlieſt time. 

6. O remember not the ſins and offences of 
my youth; but think of me, O Lord, accord- 
ing to thy wonted mercy, and through thy 
free goodneſs! 

7. The Lord is gracious and juſt: therefore 
will he teach ſinners the way that they ſhould 
purſue. 

8. Thoſe who are meek will he guide judi- 
ciouſly; and ſuch as are gentle, them ſhall he 
inſtru& in his commandments, 

9. All the laws of the Lord conſiſt of mercy 
and truth, towards ſuch as obſerve his covenant 
and declarations. 

10. For the honour of thy name, O Lord, 
be merciful unto my ſin, for it is greek! 

11. Who is he that reveres the Lord? him 
will God inſtruct in the way that is acceptable 
to him. 

12, His life ſhall paſs in ent and his 
poſterity ſhall inherit their native country. 

DE RRRAA_YTT_F_____——————MRTRRR_=, 


6, Io. Theſe verſes ſeem plainly alluſive to his complicated 
guilt of diſſimulation, adultery, and murder, in the caſe of 
Uriah and Bathſheba; 2 Samuel xi. 
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13. The deſigns of God are known amongſt 
thoſe who revere him, and he will ge his 
covenant to them. 

14. My attention is ever directed towards 
God; for he will deliver me from diſtreſs. 

15. Grant me thy favour, and have mercy 
on me; for I am deſolate and in miſery. 

16. The ſorrows of my heart are increaſed: 
O deliver me out of my troubles! 

17. Obſerve my adverſity and ne and 
forgive me all my ſin. 

18. Conſider my enemies, how numerous 
they are; and they cheriſh a tyrannical hatred 
towards me. 

19. O preſerve my life and deliver we! let 
me not be diſappointed, for I confide in thee. 

20. Let my innocence and integrity wait on 
me as my ſafeguard: for my depondence has 
been placed on thee. 

21. Deliver the kingdom of Iſrael, O God, 
out of all its troubles! 


„ F * ; 


13. They know the determinate counſels of God concerning the | 
human _ and underfland the covenant of redemption, _ 
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PSALM XXVI. | 
In this Pſalm, David aſſerts his innocence ſo ſtrongly, that, 
agreeably to the obſervation made on the title of the pre- 
ceding Pſalm, we may conjecture this to have been com- 
poſed before it. Theodoret ſuppoſes that David wrote it 
whilſt he was amongſt the Philiſtines, or in ſome other 


ſtrange country, into which he was for ſome tame forced 
by the n of Saul. 


BE chou my judge, O Lord, for 1 have con- 
ducted myſelf with innocence: my confidence 
alſo has been in the Lord; therefore I ſhall 
not be degraded, 

2. Examine me, O Lord, and try me: ſcru- 
tinize the inmoſt receſſes of my heart. 

3. For thy benevolence is ever preſent to my 
recollection, and I have perſevered in thy or- 
dinances. 

4. I have not been intimate with impious 
perſons; neither will I aſſociate with the trea- 
cherous, 

5. I have deteſted the company of the wicked, 
and will not conſort with the irreligious, 

6. I will purify myſelf with the utmoſt care, 
O Lord, and fo will I attend thine altar, 


* 


6. It was a common cuſtom amongſt all the Jews to waſh 
before prayers: but the prieſts in particular were not to per- 
forma any ſacred office in the ſanRuary, till they had poured 
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7. That I may utter the yoice of gratitude, 
and proclaim all thy wonderful mercies. 
8. Lord, I have delighted in thy ſacred man- 
ſion; and the place where thy glory reſides! 
9. O include me not in the fate of ſinners, 


nor of the ſanguinary! 


10. Whoſe hands are conſtantly employed 
in miſchief, and abound in bribes. 

11. But as for me, I will conduct myſelf 
with innocence: O deliver me, and be merciful 


unto me! 
12. My foot ſtands firm: I will praiſe the 
Lord in the ſolemn congregation. 


—— ———————————————————————— 


water out of the laver, and waſhed their hands. David alludes 
to this cuſtom. But becauſe thoſe outward ablutions might ſtill 
leave impurity within, which all the water in the world could 
not waſh away, he declares, according to the original, that 
he would waſh his hands in innocency itſelf, which he elſewhere 
calls the cleanneſs of his hands : Pſalm xviii. 24. 

8. This means the tabernacle, in which the ark of God was 
kept; and where he was ſuppoſed to manifeſt his peculiar pre- 
ſence by a viſible and glorious appearance. 

10. They ſpare no liberality nor corruption to accompliſh their 
purpoſes | 

12. He means that he is fim and ſteady in his intentions. 
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PSALM XXVII. 

David probably compoſed this Pſalm ſoon after his deliver- 
ance from that imminent danger mentioned 2 Samuel xxi. 
17; when, by purſuing the enemy too far, he was ſur- 
rounded, and would have fallen, if Abiſhai had not come 
to his reſcue. Upon this, we read that his ſubje&s requeſted 
of him not to go out to battle any more: in which view, 
the Pſalm repreſents David pouring forth the ſentiments 
of a brave and a good old man, who ſeems unconſcious 
that, though his ſpirits might hold out, his ſtrength was 
much impaired by age; and that he was therefore become 
very unfit to encounter the hazards of war. Thus then 
we may ſuppoſe him to reply to thoſe who offered him 
this requeſt. 


THE Lord is my director and guardian, whom 
then ſhall I fear? the Lord is the powerful pre- 
way of my life; of whom then ſhall T be afraid? 
When my impious enemies and opponents 
a. me with a purpoſe of utter deſtruction, 
they failed and were diſappointed. ä 

3. Though an army beſiege me, yet ſhall 
not my heart be afraid: and though war break 
out againſt me, yet will I depend confidently 
on God. 

4. One favour have I deſired of the Lord, 
for which I am anxiouſly ſolicitous: it is that 1 
—ſg —;.;!.m̃ꝝ:⅛'bỹñ ̃— . —vͤ— 

4. This importunate wiſh includes a deſire of peace; which 
would enable him without interruption to devote himſelf to the 
ſervice of the temple. 
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may be enabled to frequent the houſe of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to witneſs the 
manifeſtation of the divine preſence, and to 
offer homage in his temple. 

F. For in the time of trouble, he will con- 
ceal me in his tabernacle: in the receſſes of his 
ſanctuary will he protect me, and place me on 
an inacceſſible rock. 

6. And even now will he exalt me above my 
ſurrounding enemies. 

7. Therefore will I offer in his temple a ſa- 
crifice with great joy: I will ſing and alfo ſpeak 
my praiſes to the Lord. 

8. Liſten, then, to my voice, O Lord, when 

I ſupplicate thee, have mercy on me, and hear 
me. 
9. My heart has holden converſe with itſelf 
concerning thee: © Apply devoutly to me!” 
is thine own command; to thee, Lord, will I 
apply: 

10, O withdraw not thy favour from me, 
nor reject thy ſervant in diſpleaſure! 


9. I cannot here avoid noticing the ſuperiority of the Prayer- 


Book to the Bible tranſlation. The latter arbitrarily inſerts 
N ben thou ſaidſt. How much more juſt and affecting is the 
common verſion! 
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11. Thou haſt hitherto been my protector: 
leave me not, nor forſake me, O divine author 
of my ſafety! 

12. When my deareſt friends and ens 
abandon me, the Lord will become my guardian. 

13. Inſtruct me in thy pleaſure, O Lord; 
and conduct me in the right courſe, on account 
of my enemies. 

14. Suffer me not to fall into the power of 
my adverſaries! for falſe accuſers are ſuborned 
againſt me, and ſuch as unjuſtly calumniate me. 

15. I ſhould have utterly funk under my 
miſery, but that I thoroughly depended on 
experiencing the beneficence of the Lord in 
this life. 

16. O await the Lord's own time: be of 
good courage, and he will comfort thy heart; 
and repoſe thy full confidence in the Lord. 
———ů——rv—rðL— ↄ— mm mmm mn RR——= 

12. In the original, When my father and my mother forſake 
me, the Lord taketh me up. This mode of expreſſion alludes 
to the deſertion of infants, and their being taten up by ſome 
benevolent perſon, as Moſes was by the daughter of Pharaoh. 
Amongſt the Jews whoever took up a deſerted child, became 
its guardian and protector. 

16. This is an apoſtrophe from the Pſalmiſt to any afflicted 
perſon. Moe unto you that have loft patience! and what will 


you do, when the Lord /hall vifit you? ſays the fon of Sirach. 
43> 
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PSALM XXVIIL. 


This Plate, as well as the preceding, is ſuppoſed t. to have 
been written by David towards the latter end of his reign ; 
at a time when, his wars being almoſt finiſhed, ſome of 
his own ſubjects, probably thoſe of Sheba's party men- 
tioned 2 Samuel xx. took an opportunity to give him ſome 
diſturbance. This Pſalm appears to have ſeveral ſtates. 
In the firſt ſix verſes the author prays for ſupport againſt 
his enemies, who ſeem to have acted treacherouſly; in the 
7th and 8th he has gained the victory, and returns tri- 
umphant with ſongs; the gth is a chorus of people or 
prieſts echoing back the words of the foregoing verſe: and 
the laſt ſeems to be a prayer of the king for the people, 
in return to their acclamations for him. 


Thx will I invoke, O Lord, the ſource of 
my ſecurity! reje&t me not, leſt if it ſeem as 
thou hear me not, I become irrecoverably 
ruined, | 

2. Hear the voice of my humble petitions 
when I ſupplicate thee: when I raiſe my hands 
towards the ſanctuary in thy holy temple. 

3. O ſeize me not, nor deſtroy me with 
the irreligious and impious; who ſpeak with 
friendſhip to their neighbours, but imagine 
miſchief in their hearts, 


_ _  TO— —„— I _—— — 


— — 


2. In the ſanctuary was the ark, (the ſuppoſed reſidence of 
the Deity) towards which the ſupplicants uſed to pray, and 
await the anſwers or reſponſes of the Divinity, delivered by the 
prieſts, after the manner of the pagan oracles. 
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4. Reward them according to their actions, 
and according to the malice of their own 
deſigns. 

5. Deal with them as they have dealt wich 
others; inflict on them what they have de- 
ſerved. 

6. For they wholly diſregard the ordinances 
of the Lord, and his providential interpoſi- 
tions: therefore ſhall he deſtroy, and not re- 
ſtore them. 

7. Praiſed be the Lord; for he has attended 
to the voice of my humble petitions. 

8. The Lord is my ſupport and my protec- 
tion; I thoroughly depended on him, and am 
aſſiſted: therefore my heart exults with joy, 
and with hymns will I praiſe him. 

9. The Lord is my ſupport, and he 1 is the 
guardian protector of his anointed. | 

10. O preſerve thy people, and confer thy 
bleſſing on thine adopted nation: provide ſuſ- 
tenance for them, and raiſe them above mis- 
fortune for ever. | 


n F 
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PSALM XXIX. 


This Pſalm ſeems to have been compoſed by David after an 
extraordinary ſtorm of thunder, lightning, and rain; 
whence it is probable God had ſo diſcomfited his enemies, 
(2 Samuel viii.) and put their forces into ſuch diſorder, that 
he eaſily obtained the victory over them. Therefore he here 
exhorts them to ſubmit themſelves to that glorious majeſty, 
from whom the tempeſt proceeded. As there are many 
Pſalms which point to a great victory obtained with this 
circumſtance of remarkable thunder, it is more reaſonable 
to believe that they were all made upon the ſame occaſion, 
.than that each had a ſeparate one. 


OFFER unto the Lord, O ye mighty, offer 
the moſt precious of your flock unto the Lord! 
own that to the Lord belongs adoration and 
power! 

2. Render to the Lord the homage due to 
his divine dignity; adore the Lord with his 
own ſacred worſhip! 

3- It is the Lord that commands the waters: 
it is the glorious God that creates the thunder. 

4. It is the Lord that governs the ſea; the 
voice of the Lord is mighty in its operation: 
the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice, 


4» The voice of the Lord ſignifies thunder : which in thoſe 
days was eſteemed to atteſt the divine preſence, as to Joſhua in 
the firſt conqueſt of Canaan, to Samuel againſt the Philiſtines, 
1 Samuel xii. 15, and to David againſt the ſame enemies: it 
was allo the ordinary mode of communicating the divine de- 
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5. The voice of the Lord rends the cedar 
trees: the Lord rends even the cedars of Le- 
banon. 

6. He diſperſes them like a herd of calves: 
Lebanon alſo and Sirion, with the ſwiftneſs of 
a young unicorn. 

7. The voice of the Lord flaſhes forth the 
lightning; the voice of the Lord ſhakes the 
wilderneſs: the Lord ſhakes even the wilder- 
neſs of Cades. 


crees, which therefore were ſtyled the daughter of thunder ; 
and laſtly, it was the awful ceremony which accompanied the 
delivery of the law from mount Sinai. Theſe opinions and 
doctrines of the Jews induced ſome of the pagan nations to 
imagine that they adored the clouds and a deity which reſided 
in them. 

5. This may be an allegorical deſcription of the conqueſt 
over the Syrians, who lived near Libanus, or Lebanon: Pſalm 
xcii. 2, Civ. 16, and 2 Samuel viii. 

6. Sirion was a high mountain on the other ſide of the river 
Jordan, near the country of the Ammonites, known alſo by 
the names of Hermon and Shenir : Deuteronomy iii. 9. If by 
Lebanon we are to underſtand allegorically the Syrians, by 
Sirion may be meant the Ammonites; and in this view, it is not 
improbable that the calf and the wnicorn were either borne in 


7. Cades was part of that wilderneſ through which the Iſ- 
raelites paſſed, in their way to Canaan: Numbers xiii. 26. 
Thunder ſhook thoſe wide, extenſive deſerts, as well ns Zebe- 
nos and Sirion, mountains of Judea. 
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8. The voice of the Lord forces the timo- 
rous doe into labour, and diſcloſes the receſſes 
of the foreſt: in his temple every man cele- 
brates his glorious power. 

9. The Lord preſides over this 3 and 
the Lord remains the eternal ſovereign. 

10. The Lord will confer proſperity on his 
people: the Lord will grant to his people the 
bleſſing of peace. 


PSALM XXX. 


This excellent compoſition is well ſuited to the occaſion on 
which it was written: for nothing could be more proper 
than the recollection of the paſt conduct of providence, 
amidſt the various changes of condition which David had 
experienced; the numerous and dangerous diſtreſſes that 
had befallen him, and the ſeaſonable deliverance which 
God had vouchſafed to afford him; till at length he found 
himſelf at the height of proſperity, Jeruſalem being well 
fortified, her numerous buildings riſing under his protec- 
tion, and his own palace magnificently finiſhed for the 
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8. Ariſtotle, Plutarch, and Pliny, mention abortion to be 
ſometimes cauſed amongſt cattle by thunder. Whatever ter- 
rifies to any degree may occaſion premature labour, eſpecially 
amongſt the more timid order of animals. The woice of the 
Lord is ſaid to diſcloſe the receſſes of the foreſt, as violent ſtorms 
of thunder and lightning, often attended with whirlwinds, 
ftrip the trees of their leaves, and diſcover thoſe interior parts 
which were before concealed. 
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reception of himſelf and family. This Pſalm is written 
with great ſtrength and elegance of dition; and its ſenti- 
ments of piety are elevated as well as inſtructive. The 
manner in which he deſcribes the interpoſitions of God's 
favour, and the gratitude of his own heart, is warm, ſen- 
tentious, and affecting. Amongſt the Jews, when any 
perſon had finiſhed a houſe and had entered it, it was uſual 
to celebrate the circumſtance with great rejoicings, and 
keep a feſtival, to which his friends were invited, not 
merely for ſocial and convivial purpoſes, but to perform 
ſome religious ceremonies that might induce the protection 
of heaven. This cuſtom of dedicating houſes was not 
peculiar to the Jews: it was frequent with the heathens, 
and the Romans eſpecially were very particular in their 
attention to it. Pliny's Epiſtles, book i. ep. 5 & 11. Ci- 
cero in Orat. pro domo ſui. Dion, lib. xxxix. in Caligul. 


J will extol thee, O Lord, for thou haſt 
raiſed me to great ſucceſs; and not ſuffered my 
enemies to triumph over me! 

2. O Lord my God, I invoked thee fervently, 
and thou haſt reſtored me! 

3- Thou, Lord, haſt delivered my life from 
deſtruction: thou haſt preſerved me from being 
amongſt thoſe who deſcend to the grave. | 

4. Rejoice then with hymns of praiſe unto the 
Lord, all ye his faints, and gratefully comme- 
morate the ſacred performance of his promiſes! 


3. Under Saul he was frequently in the moſt imminent dan- 
ger of his life, out of which God wonderfully delivered him. 
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5. For his anger is but momentary, and his 
favour is the ſource of life: ſorrow may endure 
for the night, but joy ſhall come in the morning. 

6. Fluſhed with proſperity, I faid, © I ſhall 
never be ſubje& to any change of condition:“ 
thou, Lord, of thy goodneſs, hadft rendered 
my mountain ſo ſecure. 

7. Thou didſt withdraw thy favour from me, 
and I was reduced to diſtreſs. 

8. Then did I ſupplicate thee, O Lax, and 
repaired unto my Lord with deep humility! 

9. Of what advantage will my exiſtence 
be, when I deſcend to the grave? 

10. Shall mouldered duſt be able to praiſe 
thee, or to proclaim thy veracity? 

11. Hear, O Lord, and have mercy on me! 
Lord, grant me thy aſſiſtance.“ 
——_———— — . —r.ñĩr5ð5rirðr5ðiöitʃ. r ——ñ— 

6. He had taken the fortreſs of mount Sion, which was pro- 


perly his mountain, as he had fixed his dwelling upon it. It 
was ſtrong by nature, and rendered almoſt impregnable by the 
fortifications he had added to it. 

7. Soon after his elevation to the throne he was for ſeven 
ſucceſſive years moleſted by the enemies of the houſe of Saul: 
2 Samuel v. 5. 

9, 10, 11. Theſe verſes are the ſubſtance of his fupplication. 

He repreſents to God that the ſuffering him to fall by the ſword 
of the enemy would be of no benefit to his people, nor to the 


cauſe of religion as he would hereby be prevented from pub- 
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12. Then didſt thou convert my forrow into 
joy, thou didſt enable me to throw off my veſt- 
ments of mourning, and haſt ſurrounded me 
with delight. 

13. Therefore ſhall every good man incef- 
ſantly celebrate thy praiſes: O my God, I will 
offer to thee the effuſions of gratitude as long 
as I live! 


PSALM XXXI, 


There are two opinions concerning the author of this Pſalm. 
By ſome it is conjectured to have been written by David 
ſoon after the difficulties to which be was reduced in the 
wilderneſs of Maon, when he fled from Keilah, and was 
ſo cloſely purſued by Saul, that without the extraordinary 
protection of God, he would infallibly have fallen into his 
power: others aſcribe it to Jeremiah, the roth verſe in the 
20th chapter of whoſe prophecy accords in the very lan- 
guage with the 15th verſe of this Pſalm. The account of 
his enemies agrees very well with the people of Anathoth, 

who had plotted to take away his life in a treacherous 
manner, by ſeducing him to ſay things on which they 
might ground a charge : the miraculous preſervation he 


experienced at Jeruſalem during the ſiege, where others 


lickly celebrating the praiſes of God, and making thoſe regula« 
tions in the ſolemnity of his worſhip, which he propoſed to do, 
is a remarkable coincidence between the gth and roth verſes, 
and verſe 5, Pſalm. vi. 


| 
| 
| 
! 
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ſufſered extremely, is another proof of the latter conjec- 

ture. The former clauſe of the 6th verſe of this Pſalm was 

pronounced by our Saviour, when expiring on the crols. 
IN thee, O Lord, have I repoſed a ſure con- 
fidence: let me never be defeated; deliver me 
according to thy righteous promiſes! | 

2. Incline thy attention to me: haſten to my 
relief! | 

3- And be thou my ſtrong fortreſs, and 
mY of refuge; that thou mayeſt preſerve me! 
| . For thou haſt hitherto proved thyſelf my 

| 6 fortreſs and my caſtle: be thou alſo my 
guide, and direct me, for the glory of thy name. 

5. Reſcue me from the treacherous deſign 
that they have ſecretly projected againſt me, 
for thou art my ſafeguard. 

6. To thy care I commit my life: for thou 
haſt heretofore delivered me, O Lord, thou 
true and faithful God! 

7. I have deteſted thoſe who regard vain ſu- 
- perſtitions: and my dependence has been placed 
on the Lord. 

8. I will delight and rejoice in thy mercy: 
for thou haſt tenderly conſidered my trouble, 
and haſt relieved my mind in its adverſity. 


7. Vain ſuperſtitions mean the conſultation of auguries prac- 
_ tiſed by the geatiles. 
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9. Thou haſt not given me up to the power 
of the enemy: but haſt preſerved me in a ſtate 
of freedom. 

10. Continue thy mercy towards me, O Lord, 
for I am ſtill in trouble: my ſtrength is con- 
ſumed by grief; nay, my mind and my body. 

11. For my life is prematurely enfeebled by 
ſorrow, and my years by mourning. 

12. My ſtrength fails me, on account of my 
ſins: and my vigour is exhauſted. 

13. I am become an object of reproach 
amongſt all my enemies, and even amongſt my 
friends: my acquaintance ſhun me, and thoſe 
who ſee me, withdraw themſelves from my 
preſence. | 

14. I am quite forgorten, as a dead man no 
longer remembered: I am become like a broken 
and uſeleſs veſſel. 

15. For I have heard the inſolence of the 
multitude: and terror ſurrounded me on every 
fide, while they confpired againſt me, and con- 
certed meaſures to take away my life. | 


9. See Pſalm xviii. note on verſe 36. 

10. My mind and my body is in the Bible copy tranſlated my 
foul and my belly. 

T5. This may allude to the ſlander of Shimei, and the coun- 
ſel of Achitophel. 
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16. But my firm confidence was fixed on 
thee, O Lord: I faid, © Thou art my God!” 

17. My fate is at thy diſpoſal: deliver me 
from the power of my enemies, and from thoſe 
who perſecute me. 

18. Grant to thy ſervant favour and protec- 
tion: and preſerve me through thine abundant 
mercy! 

19. Let me not be diſappointed of my con- 
fidence, O Lord, for I have daily invoked thee! 
let the impious ſuffer confuſion, and be ſilenced 
in the grave! 

20. Let thoſe falſe lips be clofed for ever, 
which cruelly, diſdainfully, and maliciouſly de- 
fame the righteous. 

21. O how abundant is the beneficence 
which thou reſerveſt for thoſe who reverence 
thee: and that thou haſt prepared for them 
who proclaim their confidence in thee, in the 
preſence of mankind! 

2. Thou ſhalt protect them under thine 
own auſpices from the infults of all men: thou 
ſhalt preſerve them ſecurely, as in thy ſanctu- 
ary, from vexatious contention. 

23. Thanks be to the Lord! for he has af- 
forded me wonderful Eindneſs in a well- forti- 
fied city. © 
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24. Whilſt I was haſtening in my flight, I 
ſaid, <« am rejected from thy favour.” 

25. Nevertheleſs thou attendedſt to my pe- 
tition, when I invoked thee. 

26. O love the Lord, all ye his pious ſervants! 
for the Lord preſerves thoſe who are faithful 
to him, and amply puniſhes the rebellious. 

27. Be reſolute, and he will animate your 
heart, all ye who confide in the Lord! 


— . — 


PSALM XXII. 


It is thought that David being awakened to a freſh ſenſe of 
his guilt in the affair of Uriah, by his ſon Abſalom's rebel- 
lon, expreſſes in this Pſalm his deep repentance. It was 
ſolemnly repeated by the Jewiſh church on the great day 
of expiation, when the whole nation made a general con- 
feffion of their fins. This is one of the Pſalms appointed 
for the morning ſervice of Aſh-Wedneſday. 


HAPPY is he whoſe unrighteouſneſs is for- 
given, and whoſe fin is obliterated. 
2. Happy is the man whom the Lord pro- 


—  ——__-__— K_____H 


23. In Keilah: x Samuel xxiii. 5. 

24. Whilſt he was flying from Saul. 

I, 2. Theſe verſes contain a brief eulogium on fincere 
repentance, and gracious acceptance. The latter clauſe of the 


fecond means avhoſe ſorrow for his fin is fincere, and 4 
afetis his mind. | 
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nounces guilty of no ſin, and in whoſe mind is 
no diſſimulation. / 

3. Whilſt I abſtained from prayer, my 
ſtrength ſecretly conſumed through my conti- 
nual lamentation. 

4. Thy hand was heavy upon me day and 
night, and my vigour was exhauſted as in the 
parching heats of ſummer. 

5. I acknowledged my fin unto thee, and 
my unrighteouſneſs did I not conceal. 

6. I ſaid, I will confeſs my fins unto the 
Lord:” and then thou forgaveſt my ſhameful 
wickedneſs. 

7. On account of this mercy will all who 
are pious offer their prayers unto thee, while 
there is time for repentance: but if they wait 
till they are deluged by a flood of iniquity, they 
ſhall not find God acceſſible. 

8. Thou art a ſure refuge for me; thou wilt 
preſerve me from trouble: thou ſhalt ſurround 
mewith hymns of gratulation on my deliverance. 


6. This /hameful wickedneſs is in our tranſlations expreſſed 
by the awickedneſs and the iniquity of my fin ; a redundant He- 
braiſm, that probably refers to the ſcandalous guilt of David 
reſpecting Uriah, and the forgiveneſs of God communicated 
through the prophet Nathan, whoſe words in anſwer to David's 
confeſſion and repentance were, The Lord hath put acuay thy 
iu: 2 Samuel xi. 13. 
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9. I will, therefore, inform thee, O man, 
and inſtruct thee in the conduct thou ſhouldſt 
purſue; and I will guide thee with my advice. 

10. Be not like a horſe or mule, which have 
no rational underſtanding: whoſe mouths muſt 
be reſtrained by bit and bridle, leſt they attack 
thee. 

11. Much trouble is reſerved for the un- 
godly: but him who confidently depends on 
the Lord ſhall mercy ſurround on every fide. 

12. Exult, O ye righteous, and rejoice in 


the divine protection: and be joyful, al * 


who are ſincere! 


PSALM XXXIII. 


This is ſaid to be a Pſalm of David, but the particular occaſion 
of its compoſition is not known. It ſeems probable that it 
was compoſed by David in commemoration of the great 
deliverance of his forefathers, when God overwhelmed 


the chariots and horſes of the Egyptian king in the ſea, and 


D__—_—_—TFAaA—_—MARJUTOJ_——_—_MTR—HkAMNTTwHRIAIR —aũmñꝛͤ̃— 


9. From this verſe to the concluſion is an addreſs by the 
Pſalmiſt to the reader or hearer. 


12. It is the opinion of the ableſt commentators that this verſe 
originally belonged to and commenced the ſucceeding Pſalm. 
It has little connexion with the preceding verſes, and ſeems to 
accord with the manner and ſubject of the next, 


— —— —— —— —7— — — 
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afterwards fed his people in the wilderneſs. See verſes y 
9, 10, 15, 16, 18. Be this, however, as it will, whthohl 
any reference to an immediate ſubject, it is an excellent 


hymn on the power and providence of God. 


REJOICE in the divine protection, O ye 
righteous; for it well becomes good men to be 
grateful. 

2. Praiſe the Lord with the harp: ſing 
praiſes unto him with the lute and ten-ſtringed 
pſaltery! 

3. Sing unto the Lord a new hymn: ſing 
praiſes unto him earneſtly and with exertion! 

4. For the promiſes of the Lord are juſt, 
and their accompliſhment is faithful. 

5. He approves integrity and juſtice; the 
world is full of the divine beneficence. 

6. By the command of the Lord were the 
heavens created; and all the W hoſt, by 
the breath of his mouth. 

7. He has accumulated the waters of the 
ſea; and confines the deep as ſecurely as in a 
treaſury. 
ERR” ZR AAR—A_A_—A ARM 

2. The p/altery was an inſtrument ſimilar in form to the 


harp, but much ſweeter in its tones. The epithet ten-fringed 
does not denote that ſome gſalteries had fewer ſtrings. It was 
in its formation a decachord. The appropriate epithet to this 


in the inſtrument Septuagint is /aaT1pior Trxaxopoor, 
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8. Let all the earth reverence the Lord: 
ſtand in awe of him, all ye inhabitants of the 
world! 

9. For he ſpoke, and the univerſe was 
formed: he commanded, and it ſtood firm. 

10. The Lord fruſtrates the counſels of the 
heathen, and cauſes the machinations of the 
people to be wholly ineffectual, and thwarts 
the contrivances of princes. 

11. But the wiſdom of God's providence 
ſhall endure for ever; and the decrees which 
he has ordained, from generation to generation, 

12. Happy, therefore, are the people whoſe 
God is the Lord Jehovah, and happy is the 
nation whom he adopted as his peculiar people. 


1 


7. Though this may allude to the paſſage of the Iſraelites 
through the Red ſea, when the waters were as a wall unto 
them on the right hand and on the left, yet it may be obſerved 
that the keeping the waters within bounds, ſo that they cannot 
overflow the earth, is often mentioned in ſcripture as an imme- 
diate effect of God's over-ruling power and providence: Job 
xxxviii. IO, 11; Pſalm civ. 9; and Proverbs viii. 29. For wa- 
ter being ſpecifically lighter than earth, by the common laws 
of gravitation it ſhould riſe above and overflow it: and then 
the adjuſtment of the proportion of the tides, ſo that they riſe 
no higher to the prejudice of the lower grounds, is another 
remarkable inſtance of God's ſpecial providence; by which, the 
ocean 1s reſtrained in its place as ſafely as money in a treaſury. 
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13. The Lord looks down from heaven, and 
beholds all human creatures: from the place of 
his abode he ſurveys all the inhabitants W the. 


world. 
14. He formed the hearts of them all; ol 


perceives all their actions. 

15. There is no king who can be ſaved by 
the numbers of. an army: neither is any ſtrong 
man reſcued by much perſonal proweſs. 

16. A horſe is eſteemed but an uncertain 
reſource for ſafety: neither will he preſerve 
any man by means of his great ſtrength. 

17. Behold, the favour of the Lord watches 
over them who reverence him, and over thoſe 
who confide in his mercy; 

18. To deliver them from death; and to 
ſupport them in the time of ſcarcity. 


—_ - ISS 

17. Having particularized the ſtout man and the horſe, viz. 
the infantry and cavalry, the ſtrength and ſwiftneſs of an 
army, and ſaid that neither of them could ſave a king, he 
points out in this verſe wherein is the only defence and depen- 
dance of man. 

18, This verſe is plain enough, if the Pſalm refers, as was 
hinted in the introduction, to the caſe of the Iſraelites in the 
wilderneſs; but if to any particular victory of David, it ſeems 
to import that he and his people had been in great want of 
proviſions; occaſioned perhaps by that ſtratagem of the ene- 
mies” conduct, Which God is ſaid above to have defeated: and 
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19. Our hearts have patiently awaited the 
Lord's good pleaſure; for he is our tried friend 
92 protector. 

o. Our hearts ſhall rejoice in him, becauſe 
we = depended on his ſacred power. 

21. Let then thy merciful kindnefs reſt upon 
us in proportion to our reliance on thee! * 


| | PSALM XXXIv. 


The original title of this compoſition is A Pſalm of David; 


when he changed his behaviour before Abimelech; who 
drove him away, and he departed.” It is very probable 
that Abimelech was a name of dignity given to all the 
Kings of Gath; as Pharaoh and Cæſar were to the 
Egyptian and Roman kings. It ſeems a word of. general 
application, as it literally ſignifies My father the king. 
For an account of the dangerous ſituation alluded to, 
when David was obliged to perſonate madneſs in order 
to effect his eſcape, ſee 1 Samuel xxi. 13, & ſeq. The 
Pſalm was probably written for the uſe and inſtruction of 


thoſe ec n after his dif- 


miſſion from Gath. 


I Will at all times render thanks unto the en 
and will inceſſantly adore him. 


—= III TIS 


that, poſſibly, might be one — why here, . | 


numbers were of no ſervice. 
VOL. I. = 
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2. My ſoul ſhall exult in the protection of 
the Lord: the pious ſhall hear of it and 
rejoice. 

3. O praiſe the Lord with me: 10 let us 
unite in celebrating his power! 

4. I earneſtly addreſſed myſelf to the Lord, 
and he heard me; nay, he reſcued me from all 
my terrors. | 

5. Men directed their obſervation towards 
David, and were comforted; and ſuffered no 
ſhame nor diſappointment. 

6. & Behold,” ſaid they, © this diſtreſſed m man 
ſupplicated God, and he attended to him; nay, 
and delivered him out of all his trouble.“ 

7. The angel of the Lord ſurrounds with 
protection thoſe who reverence him; and pre- 
ſerves them. 

8. O try, and be convinced, how gracious 
the Lord is! bleſſed is the man who confides in 
him. 

9. O revere the Lord, ye his pious ſervants! 
for they who reverence him want nothing. 

10. The rapacious are ever in want and cra- 


——ů—ů— 


5. They derived comfort from the ſupport which God ma- 
nifeſted to David. 


4 
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ving: but thoſe who addreſs themſelves to 
the Lord ſhall want nothing that is really de- 
ſirable. 

11. Come, ye children of men, and attend to 
me: as will teach you to reverence the Lord! 

. Who is the man that deſires to ſee a 
* ad happy life? 

13- Reſtrain thy tongue from evil, and thy 
lips from deceit. 

14. Avoid evil, and do good: ſeek peace, and 
attain It. 

15. The protection of God ſuperintends the 
righteous, and he is ever ready to hear their 
ſupplications. 

16. The face of the Lord is ſet againſt them 
that commit evil; to extirpate all remembrance 
of them from the earth. 

17. The righteous pray, and the Lord hears 
them; nay, and delivers them out of all their 
troubles. | 

18. The divine mercy is ever at hand to 
comfort thoſe that are of a contrite heart; and 
will preſerve ſuch as are of an humble ſpirit. 

19. Great are, ſometimes, the troubles of 
the righteous: but the Lord extricates him 
from them all. 


| 
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20. He preſerves all his bones, ſo that not 
one of them is broken. 

21. But the misfortunes that befall the im- 
pious ſhall prove their deſtruction; and they 
that are at enmity with the good ſhall be re- 
markably puniſhed. 

22. The Lord delivers the lives of his faith- 
ful ſervants; and all they who conkds 1 in him 
ſhall not be forſaken. \ 


— 


PSALM XXXV. 


This Pſalm is thought to have been compoſed by David, 
when he was perſecuted by Saul; whoſe forces, which 
were unjuſtly raiſed againſt him, he beſeeches God to 
diſſipate, and eſpecially to ſtop the mouths of his falſe ac- 
cuſers, ſuch as Doeg and the Ziphites: 1 Samuel xxil. 
22; xxiii. 19; xxvi. 1; and the introduction to Pſalm lu. 


DEFEND thon my cauſe, O Lord, againſt 
thoſe who contend with me; and reſiſt them 
who oppoſe me! 


20. The misfortunes of the righteous are external and tran- 
Gent; affecting not the vital parts, or his bones. The next 
verſe ſhews the difference with regard to the wicked. Verſe 
20 is. eſteemed to have had a literal completion in the hiſtory 
of our Saviour, whoſe /:gs were not broken on the crofs, 
though ſuch was. the cuſtom ; John xix. 36. 
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2. bib hold on the ſhield and armour; j and 
ariſe to help me! 

3. Draw forth the ſpear, and ſtop i in their 
progreſs thoſe who perſecute me! ſay unto _ 
I am the ſafeguard of thy life!” 

4. Let thoſe be defeated and diſgraced who 
ſeek my life! let thoſe be put to flight and con- 
fuſion who contrive miſchief againſt me! 

5, Let them be as duſt before the wind, and 
the angel of the Lord diſperſing them! 

6. Let their way be dark and ſlippery; and 
let the angel of the Lord purſue them! 5 

7. For they ſecretly deviſed a plan to deſtroy 
me without provocation; without any - cauſe 
did they contrive deſtruction for my life. 

8. Let ſudden vengeance unexpectedly in- 
vade him, and the ſtratagem which he ſecretly 
formed enſnare himſelf, that he may fall a victim 
to his own miſchief! 

9. Then, O my ſoul, be joyful in the Lord! 
it ſhall exult in his protection. 

10. My whole frame ſhall thus unite in de- 
votion, Lord, who is comparable to thee, 


8. Saul ſeems to be pointed at in this clauſe by the change 
of the plural number into the fingular. Compare 1 Samuel 


XVili, 10, II, 21; and xix. 10. 
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that delivereſt the helpleſs from him that is too 
powerful for him, and him who is in miſery, 
from his oppreſſor? 

11. Falſe witneſſes aroſe: they charged me 
__ crimes of which I was wholly innocent. 

2. They rewarded me evil for good, to the 
— affliction of my mind. 

13. Yet when they were ſick, I put on ſack- 
cloth, and humbled myſelf before God in their 
behalf with faſting: and my devotion ſhall re- 
dound to my own benefit. 

14. I behaved myſelf as though my friend or 
my brother were ill: I grieved like one who 
mourns for his mother. 

15. But in my adverſity they rejoiced, and 
aſſembled: nay, the very refuſe of the people 
collected themſelves near my perſon unexpec- 
tedly, with every mark of vulgar deriſion. 

16. Combined with theſe low flatterers of 
my. foes were active buffoons, who uſed the 
moſt ſcurrilous geſtures towards me. 

17. Lord, how long wilt thou ſuffer this ? 
O deliver me from the calamities which they 
. AA.... ˙ . ̃ 2—A—ü— ——. 
11. 1 Samuel xxiv. 9. 


15. He alludes to the 2 of fortune in his diſgrace 
with Saul. 


8 
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bring on me, my precious life from theſe vio- 

lent men. 

18. Thus will I offer thee my thanks in the 
full congregation: I will adore thee in the moſt 

numerous aſſemblies. 

19. Olet not my enemies wrongfully Gierl 
over me, neither let them inſult me with ſneers 
who have conceived this cauſeleſs hatred to- 
wards mo. 

20. And whence ariſes this prayer? it is be- 
cauſe their communications amongſt themſelves 
are not intended for peace: but they invent 
treacherous accuſations againſt thoſe that are 
peaceable under the government. 

21. They ran upon me with open mouths, 
exclaiming, Fie on thee, fie on thee, we have 
now perceived thy treachery!” 

22. This conduct thou haſt ſeen, O Lord: be 
not, therefore, ſilent, forſake me not, O Lord! 

23. Ariſe and exert thyſelf to judge of this 
contention: avenge thou my cauſe, 'my God 
and my Lord! 

CE  XARAR——————————————————— 
20. David was deſirous of living peaceably under the govern- 
ment of Saul, whom the enemies of the Pſalmiſt were perpe- 


tually i uritating againſt him with inſinuations of diſaffection. 
21. i. e. treachery againſt Saul. | 
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24. Decide upon me, O Lord my God, ac- 
cording to thy unerring juſtice: and let them 
not triumph over me! 

25. Let them not congratulate themſelves on 
the completion of their wiſhes; nor exult in 
the reflexion of having deſtroyed me! 

26. Let them ſuffer confuſion and diſap- 
pointment who rejoice at my diſtreſs! let them be 
ignominiouſly defeated who boaſtfully inſult me! 

27. But let thoſe rejoice and triumph that 
with well to my upright conduct! let them ever 
ſay, © Praiſed be the Lord, who is pleaſed 
with the proſperity of his ſervant!” 

28. And with reſpect to myſelf, I ſhall pro- 
claim thy juſtice and adore thy power without 
ceaſing. | V2 


PSALM XXXVI. 


This Pſalm is ſuppoſed to have been written by David, at 
the beginning of Saul's perſecution; whilſt he outwardly 
profeſſed kindneſs towards him, but yet could not help 
diſcovering that he deſired and intended his ruin. David 
here oppoſes the faithfulneſs and goodneſs of God to the 
malice and treachery of Saul; though without mentioning 
him by name; and the delicacy of the Pſalmiſt in this re- 
ſpect is very remarkable. For although the chief of his 
moſt bitter complaints were levelled againſt Saul, yet 
throughout all his compoſitions he never mentions the 
name of that ungrateful monarch. 
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MY obſervation plainly ſhews me the wicked- 
neſs of the impious man; that he feels no reve- 
rence towards God. 

2. For he flatters himſelf in his own opinion, 
until his abominable ſin is detected. 

3. His words are iniquitous and deceitful: 
he has ceaſed to behave himſelf wiſely, and to 
act with integrity. | 

4. He meditates miſchief even in his bed, 
he propoſes to himſelf no virtuous line of con- 
duct; nor does he abhor any action however evil. 

5. This, however, is my comfort, that thy 
mercy is as boundleſs as the heavens, and thy 
fidelity as the clouds. | 

6. Thy rectitude is as firm as the ſtrong 
mountains; thy juſtice, as unfathomable as the 
great deep. 

7. Thou, Lord, ſupporteſt the human and 
animal creation: how admirable, O Lord, is 


CC ——_———————— — 


5. He conſoles himſelf with reflecting that the affection of 
the Almighty, and fidelity to his promiſes, are infinitely more 
powerful than the hatred and falſhood of Saul. 

7. This ſeems at firſt ſight to come in a little abruptly: but 
the Pſalmiſt's meaning was to expreſs his ſure dependence upon 
God; whoſe providence, as it extended over the beaſts of the 
earth, would therefore erp as Spam page 
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thy mercy! therefore ſhall mankind confidently 
depend on thy protettion. 

8. They ſhall enjoy abundant ſarisfa&tion i in 
this earthly abode: and thou ſhalt gratify them 
with ſtreams of celeſtial pleaſures as out of a 
perpetual river. 

9. For thou art the inexhauſtible fountain of 
life: and only by means of thy original light, 
ſhall we enjoy any ſplendour. 

10. O continue thy affection towards them 
who own thee; and fulfil thy promiſes towards 
thoſe who are ſincere and faithful. 

11. O let not the foot of pride invade me; 
and let not the hand of the impious diſplace me! 
12. Already do J foreſee the downfall of 

theſe impious men: they are defeated, and ſhall 
not be able to recover themſelves. 


PSALM XXXVII. 


This Pſalm was compoſed by David in his old age. It is 
conjectured that when Mephiboſheth, the ſon of Jonathan, 
perceived, upon David's return after the rebellion of Ab- 
ſalom, that the king had conceived an ill opinion of him, 
through the falſe ſuggeſtions of his ſervant Ziba, (2 Samuel 
xvi. 1, 4, and xix. 24, zo) the generous heart of Mephi- 
boſheth was diſtreſſed and dejected, and that taking raſh and 


— w¹.3.— . — ᷣ ] — q ¹w¹1—]ʃͤ—ͥ¹̃— ——— — — 
12. A declaration at once prophetick and poetical! 
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repining reſolutions, he purpoſed to baniſh himſelf from a 
country where he had found ſuch treacherous treatment; 
and what could be more natural and more conſoling under 
theſe circutnſtances than for the good king to diſſuade him 
from theſe raſh intentions? to admoniſh him, that if he 
bore his preſent low eſtate with patience and reſignation 
to the divine will, he ſhould ſoon ſee it improved; to re- 
mind him that the proſperity of the wicked was ſhort, &c. 
Though the whole is an excellent hymn on the equal pro 
vidence of God, it may be eſteemed to have a particular 
reference to the caſe of Mephiboſheth, 


DISTURB not thyſelf on account of impious 
men, nor envy the wicked, 

2, For they will ſoon be cut down like graſs, 
and wither like the green herb. 

. Confide thou in the Lord, and perſiſt in 
viewe! ſo ſhalt thou inherit thy native country, 
and be ſupported in it. 

4. Make God thy love and delight! and he 
will grant thee thy heart's deſire. 

5. Commit the direction of thyſelf to the 
Lord, and confide in him! and he will accom- 
pliſh thy wiſhes, 

6. He will cauſe thy i integrity to be as clear 
as the light; and thy innocence as the noon day. 

7. Adhere ſtedfaſtly to the Lord, and pa- 
tiently await his will! but vex not thyſelf on 
account of him whoſe life is proſperous, nor of 
the man who acts according to evil ſuggeſtions. 
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8. Leave off, therefore, all peeviſhneſs, and 
ceaſe from diſpleaſure! vex not thyſelf, elſe 
ſhalt thou thyſelf be incited to act wickedly. . 

9. Impious men will infallibly be extirpated: 
and they who patiently await the Lord's plea- 
ſure ſhall inherit their native country. 

10. Paſs but a ſhort time, and theſe impious 
men ſhall have totally vaniſhed: thou ſhalt look 
after their former- reſidence, and they ſhall be 
gone. | 
11. But the meek-ſpirited ſhall poſſeſs the 
land, and ſhall enjoy abundance of peace and 

proſperity. 

12. The ungodly man, indeed, deviſes trea- 
chery againſt the good; and diſplays ſigns of 
malignant rancour againſt him. 

13. But the Lord ſhall ſcornfully deride him: 
for he has foreſeen the approaching day of his 
calamity. | 

14. The impious draw forth their ſwords, 
and bend their bow, to wound the weak and 
helpleſs, and to deſtroy the upright and conſci- 
entious. | 

———  — 
14, 15. The weapons in theſe verſes are figurative. See 


Pſalm lvii. 5; where it is ſaid of the wicked that therr teeth are 
Spears and arrows, and their tongue a ſharp ſwerd,”” See allo 
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1 5. Their ſword ſhall pierce their own heart; 
and their bow ſhall be broken. 

16. Beſides, the moderate competency of the 
righteous is preferable to the large potſciiions 
of the ungodly. 

17. For the power of the ungodly ſhall be 
deſtroyed: whereas the Lord ſupports the 
righteous. | 

18, The Lord knows how the days of the 
godly have been employed; and their poſterity 
ſhall Aouriſh through numerous generations. 

19. They ſhall not be diſappointed of their 
hopes, in times of danger; and in the days of 
famine they ſhall be ſufficiently provided... - 

20. But the ungodly ſhall periſh, and the 
enemies of the Lord ſhall melt away like the 
fat of lambs facrificed on the altar: nay, they 
ſhall diſappear like the ſmoke. 

21. The ungodly man borrows and repays 
not: but the righteous is benevolent and liberal. 


Pſalm Ixiv. 3; where they are deſcribed to have auhet their 
tongue like a ſword, and to ſhoot out their arrows, even bitter 
words. 

21. The wicked are frequently compelled by their extrava- 
gance to borrow money, which their neceſſities prevent them from 
repaying; whereas the righteous, by means of his moderation 
and diſcretion, is able to exerciſe his benevolence and generefity 
towards his — brethren, 
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22. For ſuch as are bleſſed of God ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs the land: but thoſe whoſe familics labour 
under his curſe ſhall be extirpated. 

23. The Lord ſuperintends the conduct of 
a good man: and cauſes his way to be conform- 
able to his own divine will. 

24. Though he fall into misfortune; he ſhall 
not be ruined by it: for the Lord ſupports him 
by his power. 

25. I have been young, and now am old: 
and yet, never have I ſeen the righteous man 
wholly forſaken by God, nor his family reduced 
to diſtreſs. 

26, The righteous man is ever merciful, and 
aſſiſts his brethren; and hence his family are 
bleſſed. 

27. Abſtain, therefore, from evil, be prac- 
tically virtuous, and enjoy a long and proſpe- 
rous life! 

28. For God approves integrity: he forſakes 
not his own godly ſervants, but will protect 
them for ever. 

29. The unrighteous ſhall be puniſhed; but 
as for the poſterity of the impious, it ſhall be 
extit pated. 

30. The ri es ſhall inherit the land, 
and inhabit it as long as they live. 
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31. The diſcourſe of the pious is engaged in 
wiſdom; and his converſation, in matters of 
religion. 

32. The law of God is rooted in his heart, 
and his actions will not deviate from it. 

33. The ungodly watches the righteous man; 
and ſeeks an opportunity to deſtroy him, 

34. But the Lord will not leave him in his 
power, nor condemn him, when he is tried. 

35. Repoſe, therefore, perſe& confidence in 
the Lord, and keep his commandments, and he 
ſhall promote thee to the ſovereign poſſeſſion 
of the land! when the ungodly ſhall periſh, 
thou ſhalt perceive this truth. 

36. I have myſelf ſeen an ungodly man in 
great power, and flouriſhing like a verdant and 
beautiful bay- tree: 

37. I afterwards paſſed by, and behold he 
was gone: I enquired for him, but the place of 
his reſidence could no where be diſcovered. 


— — 


N—— — 


36, 37. He alludes to Saul, whoſe family became gradually 
extinct during the life of David. Under this image, the Baby- 
lonian monarch beheld, in a viſion, the portrait of his glory and 
degradation. The paſſage is well worthy of obſervation and 
compariſon ; ſee Daniel iv. Io, II, &c. together with the pro- 
phet's expoſition, 20, 21, &c. 
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38. Preſerve thine innocence, and adhere 
to integrity: for theſe alone ſhall inſure peace 
to a man at the concluſion of his life. 

39. As for the tranſgreſſors of the divine 
law, they ſhall periſh without exception; and 
the end of the ungodly is, they ſhall be extir- 
pated at the laſt. 

40. But the ſafety of the righteous W 
from the Lord; who is alſo their protection in 
the time of trouble. 

41. And the Lord ſhall ſupport and preſerve 
them: he ſhall deliver them from the ungodly 
and ſecure them, becauſe they confide in him. 


PSALM XXXVIII. 


Whether David really laboured under any grievous ſickneſs, 
which gave occaſion to this Pſalm, or whether, under the 
repreſentation of a ſick man, he poetically deſcribes his 
own lamentable diſtreſs, this Pſahn was compoſed by him 
as a memorial of ſome affliction, with which he confeſſes 
that his ſinfulneſs had provoked God to viſit him. Theo- 
doret and many other commentators think that David was 
not ſick; but that in this Pſalm he called to remembrance 
the rebellion of his ſon Abſalom, and all the other calami- 
ties mentioned in his hiſtory. But Dr. Delancy is of opi- 
nion that this Pſalm, as well as the three next, was occa- 
fioned by a grievous diſtemper with which David, was 
afflicted, and which he conſidered as the chaſtiſement of 
God upon him for his fins. That this calamity befell him 
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about the time that a dangerous conſpiracy was formed 
againſt him, appears from the ſame Pſalms: and ſince we 
hear of no more than one conſpiracy of that kind formed 
againſt him, it follows that his ſickneſs befell him about 
this time. That his diſtemper was that which is now 
known to us under the name of the ſmall-pox, ſeems very 
probable from all thoſe compoſitions. But whether this 
be underſtood in a literal or allegorical ſenſe, David be- 
wails his ſins ſo pathetically in it, that it is one of the Pſalms 
appointed for the ſervice of Aſh-Wedneſday. 


PUNISH me not, O Lord, with thine indig- 
nation; neither chaſtiſe me with thy ſevere 
2 

The arrows of thy wrath pierce me 
. and thy vengeance grievouſly oppreſſes 
me. 

3. There is no longer any health in my body, 
becauſe of thy diſpleaſure; nor any reſt in my 
bones, on account of my ſin. 

4. My iniquities have overwhelmed me; and 
are like a grievous burthen, too heavy for me 
to bear. 

5. My ſores are become offenſive and putrid, 
through my folly. 


6. I am reduced to duch great trouble and | 


miſery, that I go mourning continually. 

7. My loins are filled with a loathſome diſ- 
eaſe, and there is not a ſound part in kn 
- VOL. H 


WY. 
Y 
. 28 
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8. I am become weak, and deeply afflicted: 
I have groaned aloud through the diſquietude 
of my heart. 

9.. Lord, thou art acquainted with all my 
deſires and wants; and my groaning is not un- 
known to thee. 

10. My heart pants, my ſtrength fails me, 
and my eye- ſight is gone. 

11. My friends and neighbours ſtood look- 
ing at my trouble; and even my relations re- 
moved themſelves to a diſtance. 

12. Thoſe alſo that ſought my life, concerted 
treacherous ſchemes againſt me: and they who 
were ever deſirous to injure me, converſed of 
wickedneſs, and contrived miſchief inceſſantly. 

13. As for me, I was like a deaf man, and 
affected not to hear this uſage; and like one 
who is dumb, that has not the uſe of ſpeech. 


11. Then all the diſciples forſook him and fled; and all his 
acquaintance, and the women that followed him from Galilee, 
flood afar off, beholding theſe things : — xxvi. 56; and 
Luke xxiii. 49. 

13, 14. Theſe 1 deſcribe, and recommend to « our imita- 
tion, the behaviour of David, and of a greater than David, 
when under perſecution : the former from Abſalom, Achito- 
phel, Shimei, &c. the latter, from the chief prieſts and elders, 
Judas, and the Jews. He cw, oppreſſed and he cas afflided, 
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14. I became as a man who hears not, and 
whoſe mouth utters no replies. 

15. For in thee, O Lord, havel chiboughly 
confided: thou wilt anſwer them * me, O 
Lord my God! _ 

16. I prayed that they, namely my enemies, 
might not triumph over me: for when any mis- 
fortune befell me, they exulted exceedingly. 

17. I am, indeed, in the midſt of calamity, 
and my miſery is ever before my eyes. 

18. But I will confeſs my wickedneſs, and 
be penitently ſorry for my ſin. | 

19. Yet, notwithſtanding this repentance, 
my enemies live and proſper; and they that 
maintain an unmerited- antipathy * me, 
are numerous. 

20. Thoſe alſo who reward evil * good 
are my adverſaries, becauſe I ſtedfaſtly adhere 


to my integrity. 


get he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 
laughter, and as a ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he 
openeth not his mouth. Iſaiah liv. 7; and Acts viii. 32. Chriſt 
did no fin, neither avas guile found in his mouth, yet quhen he 
Was reviled, he reviled not again ; when he ſuffered, he threa- 
tened not, but committed himſelf to him that Judgeth righteouſly. 
1 Peter ii. 21. 


20. Becauſe I ſteadily purſue the intereſts of my country. 
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21. But do not thou forſake me, O Lord 
my God! remove not thy protection from me! 

22. Haſten to my aſſiſtance, O Lord God, 
thou ſource of my preſervation! 


PSALM XXXIX. 


See the introduction to the former Pſalm. This being of 
| the ſame kind, is generally ſuppoſed to have been written 
on the ſame occaſion. From the fine reflexions which it 
contains on the vanity and ſhortneſs of human life, it is 
with great propriety uſed in the burial ſervice. Some 
have ſuppoſed that it was occaſioned by the death of Ab- 
ſalom, after Joab had repreſented to the king the incon- 
fiſtency of his grief. In this view, the 1ſt, ad, and zd 
verſes ſeem to allude to his reſolution to ſtifle his grief in 
the preſence of Joab: in verſe 5, he prays for a due pre- 
paration for his own death, and ſtrongly alludes to the 
untimely death of Abſalom. This is inforced in verſe 7; 
wherein he blames himſelf for making ſuch ample provi- 
fion for his heir, who was cut off in ſo ſudden a manner. 
The object of reproach in verſe 9 may allude to the mali- 
cious interpretation which Joab or his other enemies might. 
caſt on hls affliction. The precariouſnefs of human beauty, 
verſe 12, might refer to Abſalom, who in that quality is 
faid to have excelled all Iſrael. 


J Said to myſelf, <« will keep a ſtrict guard 
over my conduct, that I commit no offence 


with my- tongue. 
2. I will reſtrain my mouth as with a bridle, 


in the proſenge of the ungodly.” 
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3. I held my tongue, and ſpoke nothing: I 
kept filence, even upon religious ſubjects; but 
this conſtraint was painful and grievous to me. 

4. My heart glowed within me: and whilſt 
I muſed, my thoughts kindled into a flame, 
and thus vented themſelves: 

5. Lord, cauſe me to know and feel the 
certainty of my latter end, and the ſhort number. 
of my days, that I may be aſſured how uncer- 
tain a period I have to live. 

6. Behold, thou haſt appointed my days to 
be as a mere ſpan in length; and my time is as 
nothing compared with thine eternal duration: 
and indeed every mortal is wholly frail and 
tranſient. 

7. For man proceeds in a vain and unſub- 
ſtantial ſhew of happineſs, and in vain diſquiets 
himſelf: he accumulates wealth, but Knows not 
who ſhall enjoy it. 

8. And now, Lord, what farther have I 
to hope for? aſſuredly my only hope is fixed 
on thee. 

9. Forgive me all my tranſgreſſions; and let 
me not be an object of reproach to the incon- 
ſiderate! 
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10. I became perfectly filent, and opened not 
my mouth: for my ſufferings were inflicted by 
thee. 

11. Remove this chaſtiſement from me! I 
am almoſt waſted away by means of thy heavy 
Vengeance. 

12, When thou with indignation chaſtiſeſt 
man for fin, thou makeſt his comelineſs to de- 
cay, as a garment that is moth- eaten: hence it 
appears how periſhable is man! 

13. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and graci- 
ouſly attend to my ſupplication: be not regard- 
leſs of my tears! 

14. For I am merely a paſſenger and tem- 
porary reſident in this life, under thy enen 
as all my progenitors were. 

15. O grant me ſome reſpite of Mükrisg, 
that I may recover my ſtrength, before I quit 


this life and am ſeen no more!“ 


— — 5 - : # 


14. Even as were Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. The land is 
thine, and ave are but ſtrangers and ſcjourners with thee, Le- 
viticus XXV. 23. 


OF THE PSALMS. if 103 


PSALM XL. 


Though this Pſalm, in its primary ſenſe, may be pliable | 
to the ſickneſs which God had inflicted on David, and 
the diſtreſs to which he was reduced by his enemies, yet 
ſome paſſages in it may be much better applied to the fitu- 
atien of our Saviour. Certain it is that at leaſt a part of 
the Pſalm was eſteemed prophetical, and is applied in 
Hebrews x. Hence it is appointed by our church for the 
ſervice of Good-Friday. 


] Patiently awaited the Lord's good pleaſure: 
and he inclined his attention to me, and heard 
my ſupplication. 

2. He delivered me alſo from a moſt diſtreſs- 
ful condition, out of miſery and danger, and 
placed me in a ſtate of ſafety, and directed my 
conduct. 

3. And thus he has ſupplied me with mat- 
ter for a new hymn; even a grateful acknow- 
ledgment to our God. Pp 

4. Many ſhall obſerve this inſtance of mercy; 
and ſhall be ſtruck with awe, and ſhall repoſe 
their confidence in the Lord. 


5. Happy is the man who has fixed his de- 
pendence on the Lord, and has not turned for 


—ñ ö ö ù—— ͤ—U—Ü—öãĩd̃—ñ— . 
5. Happy is he that has equally avoided the haughty atbeiſt, 
who derides all application to any ſuperior power, and thoſe who 


put their confidence in pagan ſuperſtitions; as conſultation of 
oracles, idols, Oc. 
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deliverance to the preſumptuous and ſelf-opini- 
ated, nor to ſuch as reſort to fallacious idol- 
worſhip. | 

6. O Lord my God, great are the wonder- 
ful mercies which thou haſt brought to paſs, 
as are likewiſe thy gracious intentions towards 
us: and there is no man that can reckon them 
in order before thee, 

7. If I were to attempt to recite and enu- 
merate them, they would prove more than I 
am able to expreſs. 

8. Sacrifice and meat-offerings thou wouldſt 
not accept: but thou haſt opened my under- 
ſtanding. | 

9. Burnt-offerings and atonements for ſin 
thou didſt not require: then I faid, © Behold, 
I come!“ ESSE 

10. In the ſacred volume it is predicted con- 
cerning me, that I ſhould fulfil thy purpoſe, O 


8, 9, 10. For the prophetic verſion of this paſſage, ſee He- 
brews x. 5, and ſeq.: whence it appears that the author of that 
Epiſtle underſtood David to be here ſpeaking in the perſon 
of Chriſt; intimating that hereafter the ſacrificial oblations 
of the law would be aboliſhed, and that the Meſſiah would 
come to fulfil the purpoſe of his father, with reſpe to the re- 
demption of mankind, according to the prophecies contained 
in the ſacred volume. That writer, inſtead of the expreſſion, 
but my ears ha thou opened, ſays, but a body haſt thou pre- 


OF THE PSALMS, | 106 


my God! J am perfectly reſigned to accompliſh 
it; thy law is firmly rooted in my heart. : 
' 11. I have proclaimed thy mercies in the 
full congregation: behold, I have not been 
filent on this ſubje&, O Lord, as thou well 
knoweſt! 

12. I have not concealed thy mercies within 
my own mind: my converſation has been em- 
ployed in celebrating thy veracity and protec- 
tion. 

13. I have not withholden the recital of thy 
affectionate mercy and truth, from the ſolemn 
congregation. 


14. Withdraw not thy uſual benevolence 
from me, O Lord: let thy gracious affection 
and thy truth always preſerve me! | : 
—————̃ ́r„w—̃—̃ —-— 
pared me; which variation proves that he quoted from the 
Septuagint, who perhaps intended a paraphraſe of the ſymbo- 
lical expreſſion, my eyes haſt thou opened. But it muſt be con- 
feſſed that the Hebrew, with a little alteration, will bear either 
ſenſe. The paſſage is prettily expreſſed by Mr. Merrick, in his 
poetical verſion: 

« Nor ſaerifice thy love can win, 
« Nor offerings from the ſtain of fin 

« Obnoxious man ſhall clear: 
« Thy hand my mortal frame prepares, 
(Thy hand, whoſe ſignature it bears) 
And opes my willing car.” 
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15, For innumerable troubles have ſur- 
rounded me: my fins have taken ſuch poſſeſſion 
of me, that I have loſt all confidence: they are 
more numerous than the hairs of my head, and 
my heart is almoſt broken. 

16. O Lord, may it be thy pleaſure to de- 
liver me: haſten, O Lord, to help me! 

17. Let them ſuffer diſappointment and con- 
fuſion, who are eager to deſtroy my life; let 
' thoſe be repulſed and ignominiouſly defeated, 
who wiſh that evil may befall me! 

18, Let them be deſerted of all aſſiſtance, 
and recompenſed with ſhame, who inſult me 
with opprobrious language! 

19. Let all thoſe who inquire piouſly what 
thy will is, rejoice and exult under thy gover- 
nance: and let ſuch as delight in thy tried pro- 
tection always have reaſon to ſay, The Lord 
be praiſed!”? 

20. As for me, Tam at preſent in an afflicted 
and diſconſolate condition: but the Lord cares 
for me. 

21. Thou art my deliverer and guardian: 
defer not ſpeedy aſſiſtance, O my God! 


— 9 — = —— 
— 
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PSALM XLI. 


The ground of this Pſalm is the ſame with that of the 
xxxvüith and xxxixth. The author labours under ſome 
illneſs. He complains of the inſults and treachery of his 
enemies, and of one in particular: he prays for, and obtains 
relief. This mercy of God to him, he ſeems, in the threefirſt 
verſes, to attribute to his own compaſſion for the afflicted. 
Dr. Delaney is of opinion that this Pſalm was written by 
David after his fickneſs, when Abſalom conſpired againſt 
him. There is no doubt, the Doctor ſays, & that the 
king, who, as we ſuppoſe diſcovered the conſpiracy during 
his illneſs, took immediate meaſures to defeat it, as ſoon 
as he found himſelf recovering: nor is it improbable 
that he diſſembled his recovery as long as he could, to 
prevent the effects of his ſon's ambition and impetuoſity; 
who ſufficiently appears from this Pſalm to have been de- 
termined on his father's deſtruction, and fully reſolved to 
outdo the malignity of his diſeaſe, by cutting him off, if 
that ſhould ſpare him: for thoſe, I am ſatisfied, are Ab- 
 falom's own words recorded by David in the 8th verſe, 
And now that he lieth, let him riſe uþ no more! It muſt 
doubtleſs have been matter of great ſurprize and inexpreſ- 
ſible affliction to David, to find the two men in the world 
whom he ſeems to have moſt loved and confided in, com- 
bining againſt him and compaſſing his death; viz. Abſa- 
lom and Achitophel, his ſon and his counſellor : both of - 
whom are, as I apprehend, clearly characteriſed in this 
Pſalm; the vanity and lying ſpirit of Abſalom in the 6th 
verſe, and the treachery of Achitophel in the gth, where 
we have a complaint not only of truſt betrayed, but of the 
rights of hoſpitality violated. 'The man who did this had - 
eaten of his bread, and afterwards lifted up his heel againſt 
him.“ This latter expreſſion is quoted D Eavigers 
and applied to himſelf, in John xiii. 18. 
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BLESSED is he who tenderly conſiders the 
afflicted and indigent: the Lord will befriend 
him in the time of his own trouble. 

2. The Lord preſerve him in life and health, 
that he may be happy in this world; and yield 
him not to the power of his enemies! | 

3. The Lord comfort him when he lies ſick 
upon his bed: make thou his bed eaſy for him 
during his illneſs! 

4. I thus prayed, * be x unto 
me! ſave my life, for I have ſinned againſt thee!” 

5. My enemies thus maliciouſly ſpeak of 
me; O that he were dead, and his memory 
extirpated!”? 

6. And if one of them come to ſee me, he 
is artful in his diſcourſe; he conceives ſome 
falſhood to my prejudice, and when he leaves 

me, he divalges it. 

7. All my adverſaries whiſper and cabal 
againſt me: againſt me do they cheriſh this 
malignant wiſh, 

8. Let the ſentence due to his guilt paſs 
upon him, and now that he lies fick, let him 
riſe no more!” | | 
——— ů ů ˖——— ů ů —— —̃ — — 

4. He imputes the danger his life was in, to the diſpleaſure 
of God at his ſifts, 
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9. Nay, even my own intimate friend in 
whom I confided, and who was maintained by 
my bounty, has endeavoured to * and 
dethrone me. 

10. But be thou merciful unto me, O Lord! 
raiſe me up again, and I will requite them. 

11. By this circumſtance I know that I am 
{till in thy favour, ſince my enemy has not yet 
ſucceeded againſt me. 

12. And when I am reſtored to health, thou 
wilt ſuſtain me in it, and place me under the 
protection of thy preſence for ever. 

13. Praiſed and adored be the Lord God of 
Iſrael, to all eternity! Amen. 


8. They wiſhed that God would revenge the miſcarriages of 
his life againſt him, by his ſufferings. 


9. Achitophel. 


FC 


The End of the Fir Diviſton. 
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The Second Diviſion, 


PSALM XLII. 


When David compoſed:this Pſalm, his mind va. evideatly 
fluctuating between hope and deſpondence: what the par- 
ticular occaſion was, is not expreſſed; but it is generally 
believed that it was upon the rebellion of Abſalom, when 
he was driven away from the houſe and fervice of God. 
The more we attend to this Pſalm, the better we ſhall diſ- 
cern its beauties. It is an exquiſite performance; in which, 
David gives us in-his own example a lively and natural 
image of a great and good man in affliction: and this is 
worked up with as much art and addreſs, as perhaps is to 
be found in any writing of the ſame kind. The fluctuating 
ſtate of the mind of a good man, which when greatly op- 
preſſed may always. be obſerved to be at ſome times de- 
ſpondent, and at others recollecting and correcting itſelf 
with religious conſiderations, is carried on throughout, 
and makes the repetition of the 6th and 7th verſes at the 
end of the Pſalm exceedingly beautiful, David's diſtreſs 
is finely and poetically ſet forth, aggravated by theſe three 
conſiderations; his abſence from the worſhip of God in his 
tabernacle; the ſevere inſults and blaſphemous reproaches 
of his enemies, and the ſad compariſon which he could 
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not but make between his preſent miſerable circumſtances, 
and thoſe of his proſperous and happy fate. Finding 
Himſelf in a melancholy and deſponding ſtate of mind 
from theſe thoughts, v. 4, he in vis. 6 and 7 corrects him- 
ſelf with a recollection of God's powerful providence, 
But in v. 9 his reflexions on his miſerable condition return 
more horrid than they were before. At length, however, 
he reſumes his confidence, and concludes with the ſame 
perſuaſion which had conſoled him in vſs. 6 and 7. 


AS the hunted ſtag pants for the refreſhing 
ſtream, ſo longs my ſoul after thy divine ſer- 
vice, O God! 

2. My ſoul thirſts for God, even for the 
God of life: when ſhall I appear again in the 
preſence of God? 

3- Sorrow has been my portion day and 
night, while my enemies continually inſult me 
with inquiring © Where is now thy God?” 

4. Now when J think on theſe things, I give 
vent to my grief in ſolitude; recollecting when 
I uſed to accompany the numerous con 
tion, and conduct them to the houſe of God, 

5. With ſounds of praiſe and thankſgiving, 
amongſt thoſe who celebrated the feſtival. 

6, Yet why art thou ſo full of heavineſs, O 
my foul, and why art thou ſo diſquieted? 
7. Put thy truſt in God: for ] will ſtill thank 
him for his experienced fayour, 
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8, My God, my mind is greatly diſpirited: 
therefore will I deyoutly remember thy protec- 


tion afforded, in this country of Jordan, and on 
the inconſiderable mountain of Hermon. 
9. One maſs of waters calls to poſer, 
urged by the ſounding cataract: thy, waves 
ſtorms have totally overwhelmed me. 


and. 


3. David was at this tive an exile, through. the iniquitous 
rebellion of his ſon, amongſt the mountains of Hermon, a 
country on the other ſide of Jordan. The hill of Hermon may 
ſtill be ſeen by the traveller in Aſiatick Turkey: it lies on the 
eaſt of Syria and Paleſtine. The famous river, Jordan, like- 
wiſe exiſts in the ſame region. It ſprings from mount Leba- 
non, from whence it runs ſouth through the country for about 
152 miles, in its courſe forming two lakes: the firſt, almoſt 
dry in ſummer, is called the ſea of Galilee, or the lake of N. 
berias, and ſometimes the lake of Genneſareth, being about 
twelve miles in length, and eight in breadth ; the other lake 
called the Dead or Salt ſea, where formerly Sodom and Go- 
morrah ſtood, is ſeventy-three miles long, and fixteen broad. 
But, at preſent, the ordinary channel of this river is not above 
twenty yards in breadth, diſcharging itſelf into the Dead ſea. 
9. Theſe expreſſions are only figurative of great affliction. 

The ideas ſeera to be borrowed from a ſtorm at ſea, when, at 
the ſound of deſcending water put, or cataracts, the depths 
are ſtirred up, and thrown into terrible commotion; the clouds 
above calling, as it were, to the waters below, and one wave 
encouraging and inciting another to join their forces, and over- 
whelm the ſufferer. Thus one river, in Homer, calls upon 
another to aſſiſt in verwhelming the Grecian hero. In AS(- 
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10. Vet will the Lord vouchſafe his mercy 
to me: by day and night will I ſing praiſes 
concerning him, and addreſs my prayer to the 
God of my life. 

11. I will thus humbly pray to the divine 
author of my power, O why haſt thou for- 
gotten me? why am I fated to mourn thus 
grievouſly, while the enemy oppreſſes me?“ 

12. My inward frame is ſtabbed as with a 
RAR ... ————-¼— . ——— 
chylus alſo the fire and ſea are faid to ſavear together, and to 
give each other their pledge of confederacy againſt the Grecian 
„„ the preceding paſſage 
is equally juſt and beautiful: 


„Thy mercies, Lord, before my eyes 

« Shall yet in ſweet remembrance riſe; 

& Though now with mournful ſtep and flow, 

« Oer Jordan's lonely banks I go; 

cc And exil'd from thy much-lov'd dome, 

&« On diſtant Hermon penſive roam. 

« Deeps to confederate deeps aloud 

cc Have call'd, and from the burſting cloud 

« Their liceas'd rage the ſtorms have ſhed, 

« And heap'd their billows o'er my head; 

« Yet *midſt the ſtorm and *midſt the wave 

« Thy love the beams of comfort gave; 

« 'Thy name to rapture prompts my er 

« My joy by day, by night my ſong: | þ 
& To thee my ſoul aſcends in prayer, 
« And in thy boſom pours its care.“ 
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ſword, while my vexatious enemies torment 
and reproach me; | 
I he N amely, while they continually by. to 
«© Where is now thy God!“ 
Tn Yet why art thou ſo diſpirited, O my 
ſoul? and why art thou ſo diſquieted? 
15. O put thy truſt in God: for I will ſtill 
thank him who is my experienced protector, 
and my God. 


PSALM XLII. 


The ſubject, the expreſſions, and the concluſion of this 
Pſalm are ſo fimilar to that of the preceding, that one is 
ſtrongly tempted to believe it was originally a continuation. 
There ſeems, however, this difference, that the former 
was written when the affairs of the Pſalmiſt were at the 
worſt; but this, when they began to amend; when he 
had greater hopes of re- poſſeſſing his kipgdom, and reco- 
vering the command of his beloved Sion, whare the ta- 
bernacle of God was depoſited. 


Proxounce ſentence in my favour, O God, 

and defend my cauſe againſt this impious people! 

O deliver me from my deceitful and wicked 

adverſary! ; 
2. For thou art my powerful defender: why 

——— CCC 
I. Probably, Achitophel. : | 

2. See verſe 11 of the preceding Plalm.. 


\ 
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haſt thou rejected me? why am I fated to mourn 
thus grievouſly, while the enemy oppreſſes me? 

3. O diſplay the light of thy favour, and 
thy promiſes, that they may conduct me, and 
bring me again to thy ſacred mountain and thy 


reſidence! 


4. That I may attend the altar of God, even 
the divine author of my joyful exultation: then 
with the harp will I offer my gratitude to thee, 
O God, my own God! 

5. Why art thou ſo ſorrowful, O my ſoul, 
and why art thou ſo diſquieted? 

6. O put thy truſt in God; for I will ſtill 
thank him who is my experienced protector 
and my God! 


- PSALM XLIV. 

It is not eaſy to learn by whom, or on what occaſion, this 
Pſalm was written. Some attribute it to David, others 
to ſome holy perſon during the captivity: but Biſhop Pa- 
trick's conjecture ſeems the moſt probable, that it was 
compoſed by ſome inſpired man during the reign of Heze- 
kiah, when the Jews were infeſted with the army of Sen» 
nacherib: 2 Kings xvili. 13 & ſeq. 


WE have heard, O God, our anceſtors have 
communicated to us, what thou haſt brought 
to paſs during their time in remote ages: 


5, 6 See tlie two laſt verſes of the preceding Plalm. 
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2. How by thy power thou didſt expel the 
pagans, and eſtabliſh them in their ſtead; how 
thou didft extirpats Wr gentiles, and 1 
them. 

3. For our ch 3 not che country 
through their own ſword, neither was it their 
own. ſtrength that aſſiſted, them: | 

4. But thy power, and might, and the illy- 
mination of thy preſence; becauſe thou walt 
favourable to them. 

5. Thou art alſo my ſovereign, 0 Godz | 
vouchſafe aſſiſtance unto Jacob! _.. 

6. Through thy power ſhall we yanquiſh 
our enemies; and under thy auſpices ſhall we 
trample them down ho oppoſe us. 

7. I will not depend on my bow: it is not 
my ſword, that will preſerve me. 

8. But it is thou who protetteſt us from our 
enemies, and defeateſt with ignominy thoſe 
who perſecute us. 


2. The Canaanites. 
80 The illumination of thy preſence kenifies the ſpecial, the 
. majeſtick preſence of God, viſibly preſiding over the army of 
the Iſraelites, by a ſhining cloud preceding and conducting 
B * a; 
xiv. 19; Kc. 

5. By Jacob is a Iſractitifh nation: 1 5 
name was changed to 1/rae/. Geneſis xxxii. 28; and xxxv. 10. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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9. We glory in our God inceſſantly, and 


will adore thy power for ever. 


10. But now thou haſt removed thy favour 
far from us, and ſuffereſt us to be defeated, 
and doſt not accompany our armies. 

11. Thou cauſeſt us to fly before our ene- 
mies, ſo that they who purſue us deſpoil our 


baggage. 
12. Thou permitteſt us to be maſſacred like 


ſheep, and to be diſperſed in ſlavery among the 


Pagans. 

13. Thou giveſt up thy people for nothing, 
and demandeſt no recompence for them. 

14. Thou ſuffereſt us to be inſulted by our 
neighbours, to be ridiculed and derided by 
thoſe amongſt whom we reſide. 

15. Thou cauſeſt us to become a proverb 
amongſt the pagans, ſo that the populace ex- 
preſs their contempt of us. | 

16. My confuſion at this fad viciſſitude is 
inceſſant, and my countenance is overſpread 
with ſhame; | 
CC = = —AVID—————————————— 
23. Alluding to the prodigious numbers and low prices of 


Jewiſh ſlaves, during the captivity. | 
15. This proverb might refer to the inconſiderable oy! at 


which the Hebrew captives — 
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17. Vexed on one fide by the calumnious 
blaſphemer; on the other, by the vengeful 
enemy. 

18. But though all this calamity has befallen 
us, yet do we not forget thee, nor behave our- 
ſelves diſobediently reſpecting thy covenant: 

19. Our heart is ſtill loyal; nor has our con- 
duct deviated from thy commandments. 

20. No, not even though thou haſt thruſted 
us down into a den of ſerpents, and over- 
whelmed us with the ſhades of death. 

21. If we have forgotten the power of our 
God, and offered our devotion to any pagan 
deity, will not God diſcover it? for he knows 
the inmoſt ſecrets of the heart. 5 

22. For our adherence to thee are we inceſ- 
ſantly expoſed to ſevere ſuffering; and are con- 
ſidered as ſheep deſtined to be ſlain. 

23. Ariſe, O Lord, why fleeps thy ven- 
geance? awake, and abandon us not finally! 


18. We are not tempted to idolatrous <vor/hip, nor to diſpenſe 
with ourſelves in any ordinance injoined by the Moſaick law. 


20. The den of ſerpents, and /hades of death, are expreſſions 


figurative of the malignant diſpoſition entertained towards the 
Jews by their captors, and. the forlorn ſtate of the people at 
that time, 

22. The Jews were expoſed to a variety of evil from their 
conquerors, on account of their adherence to the Moſaick lawg 
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26 Why withholdeſt thou thy favour; and 
attendeſt not to our miſery and trouble? 

25. For our ſoul is depreſſed even to the 
'earth; we grovel helpleſs on the ground. 
26. Ariſe, and help us; and deliver us 
through ' thine abundant mercy! _ 


PSALM XLV. 

Suppoſed to have been an epithalamium on the nuptials of 
Solomon and Pharaoh's daughter; who, probably, was 
become a proſelyte to the Jewiſh religion: 1 Kings iii. 1. 
It likewiſe refers prophetically to our Saviour, and is 


therefore one of the Pſalms appointed for ESI 
The author 1 is unknown. | 


My heart is big with a noble ſubject: Twill 
-recite the ep, which I have made, unto 


the king. 
2. My tongue is as the pen of a fluent writer. 
3. Thou art more beautiful than the reſt of 
mankind: thou art endowed with the molt 
graceful eloquence, God having conferred on 
Up his eternal cling, 


3. Such was the —— of — that when the queen 
of Sheba, who came from the uttermoſt parts of the earth to 
hear him, had been witneſs of the wiſdom with which he ſpoke, 


% 


© there ewas no more ſpirit in her: 1 Kings x. 5. Nor was he 


| © leſs remarkable for the elegance of his perſon. 
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4. Gird on thy ſword, O moſt mighty prince, 
conformably to thy honour and dignity! !? 
5. Proſperity attend' thee in this exalted ſta- 
tion! proceed in the cauſe of the true faith, of 
humility and juſtice, and thy prowefs ſhall in- 
ſtru& thee how to atchieve mighty actions! 

6. Thine arrows are very keen, and nations 
ſhall be ſubjected to thee even amongſt the 
king's enemies. | 

7. Thy throne, O God, is immutable and 
eternal! the adminiſtration of thy Wc is 
juſt and perfect! 

8. Thou haſt been the patron of virtue, and 
the foe of vice! wherefore God, even thine 
own God, has anointed thee with rites of ſo- 
lemn exultation, ſuperior to all other ſovereigns. 
9. All thy robes are fragrant with myrrh, 

aloes, and caſſia, whoſe perfume iſſues from 
— — 


7. In Hebrews i. — applied to @haift 
It is here an apoſtrophe to God, from which in the-next verſe 
the author turns again to addreſs Solomon. 

8. Kings, prieſts, and prophets, were anointed withoil, when 
they entered on their reſpective offices. A ſimilar practice ftill 
prevails in ſome, parts of the world, at the inauguration; of 
ſovereigns. 

9. — is: Eogland-ore foand.to be 
far from a perfume. But there is in Syria a-awood of: aloes ; 


which is a prickly ſhrub, uſed. by perfumers, By apartments 


A22 A LIBERAL VERSION 


thoſe magnificent apartments of ivory, in which 
thou delighteſt. 

Io. The daughters of kings are in thy reti- 
nue: on thy right hand ſtood the queen in a 
veſture of gold, adorned with various colours. 

11. Liſten to me, O daughter, and conſider: 
incline thy attention; forget alſo thy country- 
men and thy father's family. 

12. So ſhall the king be delighted with thy 
beauty, for he is thy lord and ſovereign; there- 
fore honour him. | 
13. The daughter of Tyre likewiſe ſhall 
attend with preſents: as the moſt powerful 
. alſo amongſt the nations ſhall offer thee their 
| homage. 

14. The royal bride 1s richly decorated even 
In her moſt interior garments: her whole dreſs 
is of wrought gold. 


of ivory is meant apartments inlaid with ivory : as Ebur atria 
-- eeftit: Lucan x. 179. 

10. There are tbreeſcore queens and fourſcore ca and 
wvirgins without number: Canticles vi. 8. 

11. Forget the gentile religion in which thou waſt educated. 

13. The term daughter, amongſt various other ſignifications 
in ſcriptural language, denotes the inhabitants of a city or 
country; as in Iſaiah xvi. 2; and Matthew*xxi. 5. 

14. The word vithin in the original undoubtedly refers to 
the inner part of her clothing; the deſcription of which is con- 
tinued in the ter clauſe of the verſe, 


- 
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15. She ſhall be conducted to the king in 
robes of embroidery: the virgins that are her 
companions ſhall attend her, and ſhall be i in. 
troduced to thee. 

16. With joy and exultation ſhall chap be 
introduced, and ſhall enter the king's palace. 

17. To compenſate the loſs of thy parents, 
thou ſhalt bear children, who will become 
princes throughout the world. 

18. I will immortalize thy name, and cauſe 
it to be honoured with everlaſting praiſe and 
adoration! | 


CCL mn mm ——— 
PSALM XLVI. 


This Pſalm is thought to have been written by David, upon 
his conqueſt of the Philiſtines and Moabites: 2 Samuel 
viii. I, 2. The ſtyle is lofty, and ſeems worthy of that 
royal author. With great force of expreſſion he compares 
the powerful fury and terror of his enemies to that of an 
B horrors of a tempeſo- 


ous ſea. 
— T— — 
17. Throughout the world is an byperbolical phraſe denoting 
that her poſterity ſhould ſucceed to the imperial throne of 
Judah, fimilar to that magnificent idea of the Romans, who 
gave the name of the <vorld to their own dominions; which is 


adopted by St. Luke ii. 1; viz. There Ne r ws 
all the world /hould be taxed. | 
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Ob is the ſource of our hope and power; 


an ever preſent friend in diſtreſs. | 

2. Therefore will we not be afraid though 
the earth ſhake, and though rr be forced 
into the midſt of the ſea Of 1 
3. Though its waters rage and bell and 
though the mountains e at their violent 
agitation. 

4. Theſe overflowing ſtreams ſhall echilarate 
the city of God, the ſanctuary of the tabernacle 
of the Supreme Being. | 

5. The preſence of the Almighty reſides in 
her, therefore ſhe ſhall ſtand firm: God ſhall 
aſſiſt her, and that ſpeedily. 

6. The pagans were buſily employed, and 

the nations were in arms: but God uttered his 
tremendous voice, and the inhabitants of the 


. with fear. 


7. The ſovereign of armies is on our ſide; 
che God of Jacob is our refuge. 

8. O come hither, and conſider the effects 
of the divine. power; what deſtruction God has 
brought on the earth! 


4 Py The ci of Cod is na | | 
6. DDr 
The voice of God ſignifies thunder: ſee note on v. 44 P. xxix· 
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9. He it is who cauſes wars to ceaſe througl- 
out the world; he breaks the bow, and ſnaps, 
aſunder the ſpear,and burns the military charior. 

10. Ceaſe then from reſiſtance, and be 
convinced that I am God! I will reign trium- 
phantly over the heathen, and I will reign tri- 
umphantly over the world.“ 

11. The ſovereign of armies is on our ſide: 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 


DD Y R · —— 
PSALM XLVII. 

This Pſalm is thought by ſome to have been compoſed by 

David when he transferred the ark to mount Sion: others 
think that it was compoſed by ſome of the ſons of Korah, 
when the ark was brought from mount Sion to Solomon's 
temple. This tranſlation of the ark being eſteemed figu- * 
rative of our Saviour's aſcenſion, the Pſalm is therefore 
appointed for the ſervice of Aſcenſion- Day. A particular 


deſcription of this magnificent and curious vehicle may 
be found in Exodus xxxvii. 


9. The Pſalmiſt here repreſents God as ſpeaking with a ma- 
jeſty becoming him: immediately after which, he congratulates 
his ſubjects on having this great God for their protector. His 
imagination was fo rapid, that it would not ſuffer him to con- 
nect his expreſſions: but he felicitates himſelf and his people, 
. Of arg hem whey — 
of armies is evith us He 0 
proper uſe of the expreſſion. 
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O Join in applauſes, all ye people! O ſing 
unto God with ſounds of melody! 

2. For the Lord is ſupreme and worthy of 
reverence; he is the great ſovereign of the 
world. 

3. He will ſubject rhe people to wy, and na- 
tions to our dominion. 

4. He will ſelect a permanent abode for us; 
even for the honourable race of Jacob, towards 
which he has ſhewn his affection. 

5. God has aſcended amidſt joyful acclama- 
tions; and the Lord, with the found of the 
trumpet. - 

6. O join in harmonious — of thankſ- 
giving to our God and king! 

7. For God is the ſovereign of the whole 
world; ſing praiſes with an intelligent mind! 

8. God reigns over the heathen nations; 
God ſits upon his ſacred throne. 


9. The chiefs of the pagans ſhall unite them- 

— — — pmmmpmm——_—_— 
3. The Canaanites and the Philiſtines. 

5. The titles of deity are here applied to the ark, which was 

ſuppoſed to be in ſome manner diſtingyiſhed by the diyine pre- 

ſence, and an earthly reſidence of the divine power. For the 


| > 4 ant 
2 Samuel vi. 5. 


4 
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ſelves with the choſen people: and the Supreme 
Being will defend the world as with a ſhield. 


— 


PSALM XLVIII. 


This Pſalm, of which the author is unknown, ſeems to be 
a thankſgiving for the wonderful deliverance that God 
vouchſafed to the Jews, in the deſtruction of Sennacherib's 
army, which had beſieged Jeruſalem; one hundred and 
eighty five thouſand of the enemy being miraculouſly de- 
ſtroyed by an angel: 2 Kings xix. 35. 


GREAT is the Lord, and worthy of adoration 

in the divine city and on his holy mountain. 
2. The hill of Sion is a beautiful place, and 
the admiration of the whole country: north of 
it is ſituated the city of the great king; God is 
acknowledged in her temples as an unfailing 
refuge. 


Ce rmmrm————_ —— 
8, 9. The PG@lmiſt predicts the union of the gentiles to the 
Jews; or their admiſſion to thoſe privileges which were before 
poſſeſſed by the choſen people, under the protection of their 
common parent. 

2. The ſituation of Jeruſalem is thus particularly ſpecified as 
denoting its ſecurity. For the hill of Sion, was almoſt inacceſ- 
ſible on any fide except towards the north; and here it was 
defended by Jeruſalem, which was very ſtrongly fortified. It 
may be amuſing to the reader to peruſe the account given by 


two modern travellers of the preſent ſtate of —— 
and mountain: 


7 
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3. For behold, ſeveral princes aſſembled, 
and paſſed near us with confederated forces. 

4. They wondered to ſee ſuch ſtrong works; 
they were aſtoniſhed, and ſuffered a ſpeedy 
defeat. Os HY 


— 2 ä 
— — — — — — ? — — — 


« ſeruſalem, the capital of Judea or Paleſtine in Aſiatick 
Turkey, ſtands on a high rock, whoſe aſcents on all ſides are 
exceedingly ſteep, except that on the north, and ſurrounded 
with a deep valley encompaſſed with hills. At preſent, the 
city is three miles in circuit, and has conſiderably changed its 
ſituation. Mount Calvary, which was formerly without the 
city, is now in the middle; -and mount Sion, which ſtood near 
the centre, is now without the walls: theſe however, with the 
fortifications, ſeem pretty ancient. The private buildings are 
but mean and thin of inhabitants. The reſort of pilgrims is 
the only circumſtance which, at preſent, renders it conſiderable; 
and the furniſhing them with proviſions and lodgings is the 
chief buſineſs of the inhabitants. For protecting the pilgrims 
from the depredations of the Arabs, and receiving the tri 
bute from them, a baſhaw with a guard of janizaries always 
reſides here. On mount Calvary ſtands the church of the holy 
ſepulchre, which pilgrims principally viſit, being a very flately 
ſtructure, in which almoſt every Chriſtian nation has a chapel. 
Over the middle of the temple is an open cupola, at which the 
light is received; and under this cupola ſtands the holy ſepul- 
chre. In this church alſo are twelve or thirteen places conſe- 
crated on account of ſome actions done in them, relating to 
the death and reſurrection of our Saviour: and annually on 
Good-Friday, our Lord's paſſion is ſolemnized in this church, 
and the ſeveral parts of it ated. And here is ſeen the mira- 
culous cleft of the rock, made by the earthquake, when our 
Saviour gave up the ghoſt.” Shaw's and Maundrell's Travels. 
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z. Terror and anguiſh invaded them, dread- 
ful as are the agonies of childbirtn. 

6. Thus doſt than OY —_ by means of . 
the eaſt wind. 

7. Juſt as we arc e by prophecy, ſo | 
have we experienced in the city of the ſove- 
reign of armies, that is, in the city of our God: 
God inceſſantly protects it. 

8. We always patiently await thy affectionate 
mercy, praying to thee in thy temple. 

9. O God, thy name and thy praiſe extend 
equally throughout the world: thy power is 
N in the diſpenſation of juſtice! 

o. Let mount Sion rejoice, and Jeruſalem 
— on account of thy decrees! © 
11. Walk about Sion, and make a circuit 
around her, and count her towers! 
12. Accurately obſerve her fortifications; 


J, 6. The compariſons in theſe verſes are illuſtrative of the 
terror and diſorder; ſuſtained; by the beſiegers of Jeruſalem. 
The pangs of childbirth, and the diſorder occaſioned among a 
nne, SE COONS 
purpoſe. 

12. He defires the enemies and beſiegers of the holy city to 
remark that its fortifications and edifices were as entire as be« 


fore the ſiege: a ſigual proof of divine providence! 
You foo. n non le 
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ſurvey her buildin gs, that you may deſcribe 
them to poſterity! 

13. For this God is our immutable and 
eternal ſovereign: and will conduct us _y 
through life. 


PSALM XLIX. 


| The author of this Pſalm is not known, nor the tte 
occaſion of it. It is a meditation on the vanity of riches, 
and the uſual haughtineſs of thoſe who poſſeſs them. As 
a remedy againſt this diſpoſition, it ſets before them the 
near proſpect of death, from which no wealth can afford 
exemption. The author conſiders the ſubject he is treat- 
ing, as a kind of wiſdom concealed from the world; a 
myſtery, an occult ſcience, with reſpect to the generality 
of mankind. | 
O Hear ye this admonition, all ye people, at- 
tentively conſider it, all ye inhabitants of the 
world! 
. The exalted and ihe lowly, the rich and 
the poor promiſcuouſſ !! 
3. My mouth ſhall utter wiſdom, and my 
heart ſhall muſe on ſubjects of inſtruction. 
4. I will devote my attention to this para- 


4. Much of the eaſtern wiſdom conſiſted in the underſtand - 
ing of parables, and in the interpretation of dark ſayings or 
riddles. The myſterious cover to this kind of wildom made it 
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bolical Sea and expreſs my myſterious 
ſentiments with my harp. 

5. Wherefore onde I fear in the days of 
triumphant wickedneſs, and when the evil de- 
ſigns of thoſe who lie in wait for me furround 
me on all fides? 

6. There are ſome who put their truſt in 
worldly ſubſtance, and glory in their vaſt poſ- 
ſeſſions. 

7. But no man can reſcue his brother from 
death, nor enter into an agreement with God 
in his favour: 

8. For to ranſom the lives of men is of more 
value than all the wealth in the world, ſo that 
he muſt relinquiſh that hope for ever; 

9. However long he may live, and be pre- 
ſerved from the grave. 

10. For he cannot but obſerve that the 
wiſeſt men die and periſh, as well as the igno- 
rant and illiterate, and leave their riches for 
others, 


11. And ye they” think that thele fanallies 


he e and here, when the 
Pſalmiſt was about to raiſe and engage the attention of his 
audience, he promiſes that he would ſpeak of thoſe things, in 
which his higheſt wiſdom was ſuppoſed to conſiſt. 
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ſhall continue for ever, and that their habita- 
tions ſhall endure for numerous generations, 
and in that hope call their Hands after their own 

names. 

12, Nevertheleſs, it is not bs lot of men to 
retain permanent honour in this world; ſince 
they may be compared to the beaſts that * | 
this is their common fate. | 

13. Such is their folly: and yet their ſuc- 
ceſſors approve and imitate their maxims. 
14. But they muſt lie in the grave, inſenſible 
as ſlaughtered ſheep; death will feed upon 
them, and the righteous ſhall enjoy ſuperiority 
over them in the morning of the reſurrection: 
their beauty ſhall conſume in the ſepulchre, 
far from their earthly abode. 

15. But God will deliver my life from the 
power of the grave: for he will receive me. 
16, Therefore, repine not, though a man 
become rich, nor if the glory of his family be 
Increaſed; 

17. For he can carry nothing away with 
XX ——— ———————————————— 

7-15. There is an obſcurity throughout this Pſalm which 
may well entitle it to the appellation of a parable, conferred on 


it by the author. Of this obſcurity theſe verſes are a ſufficient 
vidence. The reſurrection is darkly alluded to. 
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him when he dies, nor ſhall his magnificence 
follow him: 4 

18. Throughout his life he conſidered him- 
ſelf a happy man: and as long as thou indulgeſt 
thyſelf in ſuch ſenſuality, worldly men will in 
like manner applaud thee. 

19. But he ſhall follow his forefathers, and 
ſhall for ever quit the light of heaven. 

20. A man high in worldly honour, and 
deſtitute of religious underſtanding, may be 
compared to the beaſts that periſh. 


DD _—_—_—___===_=== 
PSALM L. | 
This Pſalm is an illuſtrious prophecy concerning the abroga- 
tion of the Jewiſh religion, the calling of the gentiles, and 
the eſtabliſhment of the true evangelical worſhip through- 
out the world. It is delivered with great pomp and ſub- 
limity. The firſt fix verſes are a previous ſolemnity to the 
great trial; in which the Almighty is repreſented as call- 
ing his people to account before heaven and earth, that 
they may be witneſſes to his juſtice. He tells them that 
they muſt not think to atone for a wicked life by ſacrifices: 


it was not the ſlain beaſt, but the homage of the heart, 


which he would accept. The author is 9 to 7 | 
David. 


THE Lord, even the moſt —_ God has 
ſpoken, and ſummoned the inhabitants of rhe 
world from the eaſt to the welt. 


— 
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2. In Sion has the divine preſence been 
manifeſted, with glorious majeſty. 

3- Our God ſhall come and ſhall not keep 
filence; a conſuming fire ſhall go before him, 

and a mighty tempeſt ſhall be excited around him. 
4. He ſhall call on heaven and earth to wit. 
neſs this judgment of his people. 

5. Collect my obedient ſervants into my 
preſence, thoſe who have entered into the Mo. 
faick covenant with me by means of ſacrifice! ' 

6. And the angels of heaven ſhall declare 
his righteous proccedin gs: for God himſelf is 
the judge. 

7. „Hear, O my people, and I will ſpeak: 
I myſelf will teſtify and admoniſh thee, O Iſrael; 
for I am, in a peculiar manner, thy God! 

8. I do not reprove thee becauſe thy ſacri- 
fices and burnt-offerings were not punctually 
preſented; 
9. I will accept no ox out of thine houſe, 
nor he-goat ſrom thy folds: 

10. For all the beaſts of the foreſt are mine, 
and ſo are the cattle on all the hills in the world, 


6. This verſe ſhould, evidently, follow the 4th, with which 
it is connected. In its preſent ſituation, it interrupts the enun- 
ciation of the divine mandate; which begins in the 5th verſe. 


11. I diſtinctly perceive all the birds that 
dwell on the mountains, and the wild beaſts of 
the field are in my preſence, 

12. If I were hungry, I ſhould not inform 
thee: for the whole world is mine, and all that. 
it contains, 

13. Canſt thou imagine that 1 will en tha 
fleſh of bulls, or drink the Vleoth oft gatts, pin 
in —_— 

Let thy offering to God be devout. gras 
8 and diſcharge thy obligations due to 
the Supreme Being, 

15. And then call upon me in times of at. 
treſs: ſo will I attend to thee, and thou ſhalt 
have reaſon to praiſe me.“ 

16. But to the impious God ſays, To 
what purpoſe doſt thou profeſs the obſervance 
of my laws, and talk of my covenant? _ 

19. Whereas thou art diſguſted with actual 
reformation, and haſt rejected my command. 


ments. 


by fraud, thou haſt aſſented to his example: 
and haſt partaken the crime of adultery. 

19. Thou haſt given thy mouth a licence to 
utter wickedneſs, and with thy tongue thoy | 
haſt uſed deceit, 


18. Whenever thou obſervedſt a man * 1 
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20. Thou haſt ſat in company, and ſpoken 
in prejudice of thy acquaintance; nay, and haſt 
calumniated thy neareſt relations. 

21. Theſe things haſt thou done, and I was 
ſilent, and thou didſt impiouſly imagine that I 
delighted in wickedneſs like thyſelf: but I will 
reprove, and remind thee of all thy actions. 

22. O conſider this, ye who forget God, 
leſt I ſuddenly extirpate you from the earth, 
and none be able to deliver you! | 

23. Whoever offers me devout gratitude and 
praiſe, he alone honours me: and on him who 
leads an upright life will I confer the divine 
bleſſing.” 


— 


- PSALM LI. 


The Hebrew title of this Pſalm ſufficiently indicates its oc- 

cafion. It is called “ A Pſalm of David, when Nathan 

the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to Bath. 
/heba.” lt is uſed in the Commination-ſervice. 


HAVE mercy on me, O God, according to 

thy great goodneſs! through thy extenſive com- 
on obliterate my offences! 

2. Abſolve me thoroughly from my wick- 


edneſs, and purify me from my ſin! 
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3. Forl acknowledge my faults, and my fin 

is ever preſent to my mind, 

4. Againſt thy authority alone have I df. 
fended, and committed this notorious wicked- 

neſs: ſo that thou art amply juſtified in the - 

ſentence thou haſt pronounced againſt me, and 

irreproachable when thou didſt condemn me. 

5. Behold, I was born with a diſpoſition to 
evil; and in a ſtate of fin did my mother con- 
ceive me. 

6. It is plain that thou requireſt thi moſt 
perfect ſincerity of mind, and wilt oblige me to 
underſtand piety and wiſdom in my moſt ſecret 
conduct. | 

7. Cleanſe me, as with hyſſop, and I ſhall 
be pure: waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than 
ſnow. 

8. Fill me with tidings of joy and gladneks 


4. His high ftation exempted him from human puniſhment, 
but he eſteemed himſelf ſtill amenable to God. For the miti= 
gated ſentence on theſe offences, fee 2 Samuel xii. 11. 

5- Theſe expreſſions imply not illegitimacy of birth, but the 
original corruption of his nature. 

7. A perſon who had been infected with the leproſy, or had 
touched a dead body, was purified from either uncleanneſs by 
the ſprinkling of hy/op dipped in conſecrated water, To this 
legal expiation the Plalmiſt alludes: Leviticus xiv. 52; and 
Numbers xix, 19. | 
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that my vigour which thy wrath had conſumed, 
may be reſtored. 

9. Turn thy attention from my fins, and 
eraſe all my offences! 

10. Purify my heart, O God, and revive 
within me a clear perception of my duty! 

11. Reject me not from thy preſence, and 
deprive me not of thy holy ſpirit! 

12. O grant me again the conſolation of thy 

aſſiſtance, and let thy ſpirit liberally ſupport me! 

13. Then ſhall Il teach thy diſpenſations to 
the wicked; and ſinners ſhall return to thee. 

14. Relieve my ſoul from the guilt of mur- 
der, O God, thou Lord of my ſalvation, and 
my tongue ſhall celebrate thy abundant mercy! 


11. The coming to God's preſence is the approaching to the 
tabernacle of the ark and its courts, where the ſacrifices were 
offered, and the viſible tokens of God's majeſty appeared in 
the cloud and glory: and therefore, to be rejected from his pre- 
ſence is to be debarred from the privilege of appearing in his 
houſe, and joining in the ſolemnities of his worſhip. This was 
what David dreaded as the conſequence of his offences; and 
what he grievouſly lamented, when driven from Jeruſalem by 
the rebellion of Abſalom, as appears from what he ſaid to 
Zadock; 2 Samuel xv. 25. 

I4. Here he plainly refers to the crime that lay ſo heavy on 
his conſcience, and the ſenſe of which impregnated all his 
thoughts and meditations, 


- 
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15. O Lord, open thou my lips, and my 
mouth ſhall diſplay thy praiſe! 

16. For thou requireſt no facrifice, ele 
would I offer it to thee; but thou art not to be 
pacified with burnt-offerings. 

17. The ſacrifice expected by God is an af. 
flicted mind: a heart broken by ſorrowful con- 
trition, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe: 

18. O be favourable and gracious unto Sion! 
fortify the walls of Jeruſalem! 

19. Then wilt thou approve my iba 
ſacrifices, my burnt-offerings, and my oblations; 
then ſhall the people offer bullocks upon thine 
altar! | 


15. Furniſh me <vith new motives for gratitude. 

16. There were no ſacrifices of atonement appointed by the 
law for murder and adultery; and therefore the Pſalmiſt ſays, 
God did not in his caſe require them; and that if he were to 
offer them as a propitiation for his ſins, they would not be ac- 
cepted, the puniſhment annexed to theſe crimes being death. 

19. After the fincere contrition David preſcribes to himſelf, 
and the ſigns of divine favour in protecting Sion and Jeruſalem, 
he doubts not that God will accept thoſe ſacrifices which before 
it would have been ſinful to offer. The che burnt-offerings 
. Leviticus i. 3. 


"Ws. 
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PSALM LII. 


The hiſtory and occaſion of this Pſalm may be found in 1 
Samuel xxii. Doeg having informed Saul that Abimeleck 

had entertained David, is commiſſioned by Saul to deſtroy 
that high prieſt and eighty-three of his brethren; a com- 
mand, which, with the exception of Abiathar, was punc- 
tually executed. 


WHY doſt thou glory, O tyrant, in commit- 
ting miſchief? 

2. Whereas God is for ever merciful and 
benevolent. 

3- Thy tongue invents wickedneſs; and 
thou woundeſt with thy falſhoods as with a 
keen razor, 

4. Thou haſt preferred inj uſtice to compaſ- 
ſion, and to utter lies rather than truth. 

5. Thou haſt delighted in giving whatever 
intelligence might be injurious, O thou per- 
jured tongue! 

6. Therefore ſhall God deſtroy thee for 
ever: he ſhall ſeize and ſnatch thee out of thy 
habitation, and extirpate thee from the land of 
the living. 

CT D———————————_________ 
, 2. The Pſalmiſt thought it ſtrange that any man ſhould 


value himſelf on being able to do miſchief, when God eſteemed 
it his glory to do good. 


- 
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7. Good men ſhall obſerve this event with 
awe; and ſhall ſcornfully deride him. _ 

8. Behold, this is the man,” they will 
ſay, (who applied not to God as his ſafeguard, 
but confided in the abundance - of his wealth, 
and ſtrenuouſly perſevered in his wickedneſs!” 

9. As for me, I ſhall reſemble a green olive- 
tree in the temple of God: my eternal confi- 
dence ſhall be in his tender mercy. 

10. I will always render thanks to thee for 
what thou haſt done in my behalf; and I will 
rely on thy power, for thy religious ſervants 
approve fuch devotion! 


PSALM LIII. 


This Pſalm is but a light variation of the 14th, and the oc- 
caſion was probably the ſame. The cauſe of this repetition 
was, probably, that the Pſalm was afterwards adapted to 

a new tune, and therefore underwent ſome neceſſary alte- 
rations. The author is David. | 


THE fooliſh perſon has ſaid in "his dern, 
“There is no God.” 


9. The olive-tree is an evergreen, not liable to decay, and 
therefore of long duration, Whilſt the family of Doeg would 
be extirpated root and branch, the Pſalmiſt perſuades himſelf 


that his own houſe would flouriſh with perenuial ſtability and 
verdure. 
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2. They are become degenerate and inſuf. 
ferable in their wickedneſs: there is not one 
who practiſes goodneſs. 

3. God looked down from heaven upon a 
human race, to ſee if there were any that would 
underſtand their duty, and humbly apply to 
God, 

4. But they have all deviated from the right 
path, they are become altogether abominable; 
there is none truly virtuous, no not one. 

5. Are not they actually devoid of under- 
ſtanding who practiſe wickedneſs? deſtroying 
my people with as much indifference as they 
eat their bread? never do they think of praying 
to God. 

6. They were afraid where was no cauſe of 
fear: for God diſſipated the forces of him that 
beſieged thee, O Ifrael! thou waſt enabled to 
defeat them, becauſe God had rejected them. 

7. O that complete ſafety were vouchſafed 


1. In ſcriptural language, folly and wickedneſs are ſynoni- 
mous terms. | 
7. The Pſalmiſt here aſſigns the motive of the general defec - 
tion from himſelf to Abſalom : namely, fear of the rebel's 
growing power, and diſtruſt of the king's ability to protect his 


people; which fear, he obſerves, was groundleſs, becauſe his 
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to Iſrael from Sion! O that the Lord would 
deliver his people out of captivity! 


8. Then would the ſons of Jacob rejoice, 
and the ee r of Iſrael exult! 


PSALM LIV. 

When David concealed himſelf in the wilderneſs of Ziph 

and Maon, the treacherous inhabitants of the place diſeo- 
vered his retreat to Saul, who purſued and environed him 
with his forces: but being ſuddenly called home by an 
invaſion of the Philiſtines, he was diverted from proſecu- 
ting his vengeance on David. See the hiſtory of this affair 
in 1 Samuel xxiii. This is one of the Pſalms appointed 
for the morning ſervice of Good-Friday. 


PRESERVE me, O God, for the honour of 
thy name, and avenge my cauſe with thy pow- 
erful protection! 

2. Hear my prayer, O God; and attend to 
my ſupplication! 

3. For a people MEER ro me have com« 
bined againſt me, and tyrants who contemn 
the divine majeſty, ſeek my life. 

4. But God is my friend: the Lord is 


amongſt them who guard my perſon. 


cauſe was the — br God, who would not fail to appear in 
its ſupport and vindication. | 
3. He alludes to the Ziphites, and to'Saul. 
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5. He will inflit misfortune on my oppo- 
nents: deſtroy thou them according to thy 
righteous promiſes: 

6. A voluntary offering from my heart will 
I preſent to thee, O Lord, and praiſe thy name, 
becauſe ſuch devotion is ſo full of comfort. 

7. For thou haſt delivered me out of all my 
trouble, and I have ſeen my wiſhes executed 
upon my enemies. 


— . — — 
PSALM LV. 


This Pſalm was written on account of the perfidy and treaſon 
of Achitophel. The Pſalmiſt begins with earneſt prayers 
to God for ſupport and relief, during the conſpiracy formed 
againſt him under Abſalom, and the confuſion and cla- 
mour, treachery and violence, that abounded in the city 
on that unhappy occaſion. Achitophel, whoſe deſertion 
he laments fo pathetically, had been his friend and coun- 
ſellor: 2 Samuel xv. 


HEAR my prayer, O God, and withdraw 
not thyſelf from my petition! -- 

2. Attend to me, and hear how I mourn in 
my prayer and am diſtreſſed! 

3. The enemy ſhout ſo violently, and the 
copious preſs on ſo faſt: for they have deter- 


5. According to the divine * 
be conferred on David. 


- 
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mined to do me ſome miſchief, with ſuch malice 
have they combined themſelves againſt me. 

4. My heart is diſquieted within me, and 
the fear of death has fallen upon me. 

5. Terror and agitation have invaded me; 
and a dreadful alarm has overwhelmed me: 

6. And I ſaid, O that I had wings like a 
dove, for then would I fly away and be at reſt: 

7. Behold, then would I get away to a great 
diſtance, and dwell in the wilderneſ?? 

8. I would haſten to eſcape from this erg. 
ing wind and furious tempeſt: 

9. Deſtroy their counſels, O God, a dif- 
unite them! for I have e ne and 
contention in the city. 


6. The dove is remarkable for the ſwiftneſs of its flight, as 
well as for its ſagacious perception and timid ayoidance of the 
growing tempeſt. The calamitous ſituation of the Ifraelitiſh 
monarch forced from him a wiſh that, like the bird of inno- 
cence and peace, he could in a moment baniſh himſelf from 
the diſtractions of his rebellious kingdom, and enjoy in holy 
ſolitude that repoſe which his ſceptre and his guards were not 
able to procure him. There are perhaps few crowned heads 
which have not more than once found occaſion to form, if not 
to utter, a wiſh of the ſame nature. 

9. That God would deſtroy their conſultations by diſuniting 
them, was the prayer of a wiſe man, and verified by the event; 
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10. By day and night they go round the 
ramparts of the city, which is full of miſery 
and miſchief. | 

I1. It is the abode of wickedneſs; deceit 
and treachery may be diſcovered in every ſtreet. 

12, Now it is not an avowed enemy that has 
done me this diſhonour; for in that caſe I could 
patiently have borne it. 

13. Neither was it an adverſary, who thus 
inſulted my authority: for then perhaps I might 
have concealed myſelf from him. 

14. But it was even thou, my companion, 
my adviſer, and my familiar friend! 

15. We uſed to converſe with each other in 
the ſweeteſt union, arid attended the divine 
worſhip, as faithful friends. 


. k 
as the counſels of Huſhai and Achitophel were diſunited, and 
thereby the advice of the latter was fruſtrated. The roth and 
rith verſes expreſs, in very ſtrong terms, the confuſion and con- 
tention, the deceit, treachery, and other crimes which abounded 
in the city by the managers and abettors of this conſpiracy. 
They watched the walls; they uſed violence and fraud to in- 
creaſe their numbers: and the emiſſaries of the rebels uſed every 
art to alienate the hearts of the people from their king, and 
engage them in-the intereſts of his unnatural and impious ſon. 
From verſe 9 to 15 it appears that David had perceived the 
ſeeds and progreſs of a conſpiracy in the city, and that Achi- 
tophel was chiefly concerned in it; whoſe ſudden and fad end 
the royal prophet ſeems alſo to have foreſeen. 


16. Let death ſpeedily ſeize theſe men, and 
let them deſcend ſuddenly to the grave! for 
perfidy and injuſtice reſide amongſt them. 

17. As for me, I will continue to invoke 
God, and the Lord ſhall preſerve me. 

18. In the evening, in the morning, and at 
- noon, will I pray, and that earneſtly; and he 
will hear my ſupplication. 

19. He it is who has delivered my life in 
peace from the warlike oppoſition formed againſt 
me: for my adverſaries were numerous. 

20. Yea, even the eternal God ſhall hear 
me and reduce them: for they will not return 
to their duty, nor reverence God. 

21. He invaded thoſe who were at peace 
with him, and violated his oath of allegiance. 

22. His words were ſofter than butter, 


16. This predictive wiſh was verified. Achitophel hanged 
himſelf; and therefore, as he waited not for a natural death, 
may be ſaid to have gone alive, ſuddenly, or in the midſt of 
life and health, to the grave: 2 Samuel xvi. 23. 

18, Theſe were in the Jewiſh church the three ſeaſons of 
Prayer. 

I9. The change of the prepoſition in the latter clauſe is 
countenanced by Chandler and Houbigant. 

21. Here the Pſalmiſt returns to Achitophel. The ſudden 
change of the number marks how deeply the treachery of this 
man had affeted the mind of his royal maſter. 


Fa 
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whyjle war was in his heart: they were ſmoother 
than oil, and yet prove to have been daggers. 

23. Apply then to the Lord for relief under 
thy weight of affliction, and he will ſupport 
thee; and will not ſuffer the righteous to be 
for ever miſerable! | 

24. And as for theſe rebels, thou, O God, 
wilt gradually bring them to deſtruction! 

25. Theſe ſanguinary and treacherous men 
ſhall not live half the time that nature would 
have allowed them: in all events, my firm con- 
fidence, O Lord, ſhall be fixed on thee!. 


PSALM LVI. 


The occaſion of this Pſalm is related in 1 Samuel xxi. 
> David, the author, being ſeized in Gath by the Philiſtines, 
in order to eſcape from their hands, counterfeited madneſs. 
This expedient he, in the laſt verſe, ſeems to aſcribe to 

the divine ſuggeſtien. 


BE merciful unto me, O God, for man is 


eager to deſtroy me! he is continually oppoſing 
and troubling me. 


29. This prophecy is applicable not only to Achitophel, but 
to Abſalom. In the -Jewiſh account, the life of man was eſ- 
teemed threeſcore years: death at any time before that period 
was conſidered untimely, and the effect of divine diſplenſure. 


by 
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2. My enemies are inceſſantly employed in 
working my ruin, for numerous are thoſe who 
contend againſt me, O thou Supreme Being! 

3. Nevertheleſs, though ſometimes I am 
alarmed, yet I confide in thee. 

4. I will praiſe God on account of his pro- 
miſe: I have put my truſt in God, and will not 
fear what human power can execnte againſt me. 

5. They are for ever perverting my expreſ- 
ſions: their whole invention is employed to 
injure me. 

6. They meet in counſel, obſerve the ſtrict- 
eſt ſecreſy, and watch my conduct, when they 
lay ſnares for my life. 

7. Shall their wickedneſs eſcape unpuniſhed? 
Thou, O God, in thy diſpleaſure wilt defeat 
and deſtroy them. 

8. Thou counteſt my eſcapes; preſerve my 
tears as a memorial: are not my ſufferings re- 
corded by thee? 


4. This was the promiſe of the throne of Iſrael, commu- 
nicated to him by the- command of God through Samuel: x 


Samuel xvi. 13. 
8. It was not conſiſtent with my plan to render this verſe 


literally. But I ſhall offer a few remarks on the two metaphors 


uſed in the original. David's whole life, from his victory over 
Goliath till the death of Saul, was almoſt entirely ſpent in 
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9. Whenever I invoke thee, then ſhall my 
enemies be put to flight: of this I am confi- 
dent, becauſe God favours my cauſe. 

10. In God's promiſe will I exult: in the 
Lord's promiſe will I conſole myſelf. 

11. In God have I confided: I will not fear 
what man can do againſt me. 

12, Unto thee, O God, will I diſcharge the 
vows I have offered: unto thee will I render 
thanks! 

13. For thou haſt delivered my life from 
deſtruction, and reſcued my feet from falling, 


eſcaping from place to place. He was now an exile at Gath: 
he comforts himſelf, however, that God was with him where- 
ever he fled; and beheld, as no unconcerned ſpectator, the 
diſtreſſes of his ſituation. He therefore adds, Put my tears 
into thy bottle : which expreſſion ſeems to intimate that the 
cuſtom of putting tears into the ampullz, or urne lachrymales, 
ſo well known amongſt the Romans, was more anciently in 
uſe amongſt the Eaſtern nations, and particularly the Hebrews. 
Theſe urns were of different materials; ſome of glaſs, ſome of 
earth, as may be ſeen in Montfaugon's Antig. Expliquees, vol. v. 
p- 116: where may alſo be found the various ſhapes of them. 
They were placed on the ſepulchres of the deceaſed, as @ me- 
morial of the diſtreſs and affection of ſurviving friends and re- 
lations. The other metaphor, Are not theſe things noted in 
thy book? accords with the idea prevalent throughout ſcrip- 
ture, of God's keeping a book, or regiſter, in which human 
thoughts and actions are recorded; Pſalm Ixix. 29; Daniel 
xi. I; &c. 
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that I may continue to uy the light of life 
in the preſence of God. 


PSALM LVII. 


This Pſalm refers to the hiſtory of David, when in the cave 
of En-gedi he cut off Saul's ſkirt, and had a fair opportu- 
nity of taking away his life; which his followers adviſed 
him to uſe, but he piouſly refuſed their counſel: x Samuel 
xxiv. This is one of the Pſalms appointed for the morn- 
ing ſervice of Eaſter-Day. 


BE merciful unto me, O God, be merciful 
unto me, for my ſoul confides in thee, and un- 
der thy protection ſhall be my refuge, until 
this tyranny ſhall have ceaſed! 

2. I will invoke the Supreme Being, even 
him who will bring to a favourable iſſue the 
cauſe in which I am engaged. 

3. He will ſend relief from heaven, and 
preſerve me from the inſults of him who Yours 
willingly deſtroy me. 

4. God will a& with his accuſtomed mercy 
and veracity: my life is encompaſſed by fierce 
and ſanguinary men. 

5. And I am ſituated amongſt perſons who 


—— = 


I, r 
him by Saul, | | 
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are inflamed againſt me, whofe teeth are as 

ſpears and arrows, and their tongue as a ſharp 
ſword. | 

6. Exalt thyſelf, O God, above the heavens, 

and thy glory above all the earth! 

7. They laid a fnare for my feet, and pre- 
pared to take away my life; they formed a pit 
for me, and fell into the midſt of it themſelves. 

8. My heart is determined, O God, my 
heart is determined! I will ſing, and offer praiſe, 

9. Be animated, my tongue! be animated, 
lute and harp! I will animate my "Ou powers 
in carlieſt morning. 


Io. I will render thanks to thee, 0 Lord, 
amongſt our own people; and I will ſing hymns 
of praiſe to thee amongſt the gentiles. 

TD 
F. At this time he was environed by Saul's troops, who 
were vehemently exaſperated againſt him. 
6. Manifeſt thyſelf to be the Lord of beqven and carth y 
delivering me from this imminent danger. 


7. He conſiders himſelf. as an animal hunted; and for whom 


ſnares and pitfalls were prepared. The ſtratagem deviſed by 
Saul to entrap David turned to his own confuſion; x 1225 
xxiv. 

9. See Pſalm xvi. 10. The Pſalmiſt, 3 figure, 
calls on his Jute and harp, as if they were endued with life, to t 
be animated with him. So, Horace; 1 Wb 

3 — Age, dic Latinum, Tt: b E. c 
6c Baxbite, carmen! | Od. lib. i. 32. 
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11. For thy great mercy extends to the hea- 
vens; and thy veracity to the clouds. 
12. Exalt thyſelf, O God, above the hea- 
vens; and thy glory above all the earthl 


PSALM LVIII. 


This Pſalm was likewiſe compoſed under the perſecution 
raiſed by Saul, and is chiefly levelled againſt ſome of his 
chief courtiers and counſellors, Who had adviſed him to 
deſtroy David. | 


3 


ARE your — intent on juſtice, O ye aſ- 
ſembled council? and do ye determine equitably, | 
ye rulers of the people? 

2. It is too. true that you ſecretly contrive 
miſchief in the kingdom, and that you rr 
injuſtice. 

3. Theſe irreligious men are refractory 
from the time of their birth: in their earlieſt 
infancy they. deviate from ne and utter 
falſhood. © | 

4. Their converſation is pregnant with ve- 
— 


4, 5. The influence of muſick in charming ſerpents is ad- 
mitted in ancient and modern hiſtory. Thus, Virgil: | 

« Vipereq generi et graviter ſpirantibus hydris | 

« Spargere qui ſomnos CANTUque manuque ſolebat. 
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nom, like the poiſon of a ſerpent; and they 
reſemble the deaf adder which ſtops her ears, 

5. And will not liſten to the voice of the 
clout; though he exert his charms ever fo 
Ikilfully. 

6. Break the teeth of theſe ſerpents, O God, 
ſmite the jaw- bones of theſe lions! let them be 
diſſipated like water that runs off in waſte, and 
when they ſhoot forth their arrows, le them- 
ſelves be deſtroyed! 


7. Let them conſume away as a ſnail does, 


* 
— 


»ͤä _ * — 


The elder Scaliger writes, Nos aliguando vidimus cantationibus 
e cavernis exciri ſerpentes : and Sir H. Blunt's voyage into the 
Levant contains the following paſſage: Many rarities of liv- 
ing creatures I ſaw in Grand Cairo: but the moſt ingenious 
was a neſt of four-legged ſerpents, of two feet long, black and 


ugly, kept by a Frenchman, who, when he came to handle. 


them, they would not endure him, but ran and hid in their 
hole: then would he take his cittern and play upon it: they, 
hearing his muſick, came all crawling to his feet, and began 
to climb up him, till he gave over playing: then away they 
ran.” The deaf adder mentioned by the Pſalmiſt is generally 
ſuppoſed to be one which, having been uſed to incantations, 
cloſes its ears againſt the efforts of the inchanter, and refuſeth 
fo hear, charm he ever ſo wiſely. 

6. In order to diſable the ſerpentine race, their teeth are 
broken or extracted. The lions, from whom he likewiſe prays 
to be delivered, may denote the violent and profeſſed adverſary, 
as the ſerpent may ſiguify the ſecret and inſidious foe. 


a 
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and be like an abortion! and let them no more 
behold the face of the ſun! 

8. As pots are ſuddenly heated by a fire vi 
thorns, ſo let the fierceneſs of divine vengeance 
torment them, like an inflammation rankling a 


wound! 

9. The righteous man ſhall rejoice when he 
witneſſes this terrible puniſhment: his footſteps 
{hall be ſtained by the blood of the ungodly. 

10. So that men ſhall ſay, « Evidently there 
is a recompence for the righteous: doubtleſs 
there is a God who rewards and puniſhes man- 
kind,” 
__———__———————————————CCCC 


7. A ſnail, in its progreſs, continually loſes part of its ſub- 
ſtance, The abortion means that their deſigns ſhould never 
| attain perfection; or, in modern language, ſhould become 
abortive. J 

8. Amongſt the Arabs, the fire of thorns, furze, and things 
of that kind, is commonly uſed for any thing which requires 
quick heating; and, as it is ſhort-lived, ſo it is remarkably vio- 
lent. The intention of the Pſalmiſt is to expreſs both the quick 
and terrible deſtruction of the wicked. 

9. In alluſion to a great conqueror, who, on returning with | 
a complete victory from the ſlaughter of his enemies, fains 
his feet in their blood, as he paſſes over their carcaſs. K 


A 


———————— 
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PSALM LIX. 


The hiſtory and occaſion of this Pſalm may be found in x 
Samuel xix. when the author David, being beſet by a 
party from Saul, was delivered by a pious fraud of Michal, 
wife to the purſued, who let him down through a wia- 
dow, and placed an image in the bed where he uſed to lie, 


DELIVER me from mine enemies, O God, 
defend me from them who have combined their 
forces againſt me! 

2. O reſcue me from theſe unjuſt perſons, 
and preſerve me from theſe ſanguinary men! 

3. For behold, they lie in ambuſh for my 
life: powerful men are united againſt me, with- 
out any crime or provocation. 

4. They run to their poſts and prepare them- 
ſelves for my deſtruction, without any fault 
committed by me: ariſe thou therefore to aſſiſt 
me, and behold my danger! | 

5. Exert thyſelf, almighty ſovereign of ar- 
mies, thou God of Iſrael, to chaſtiſe all the 
pagan nations! and be not merciful to them 
who have been guilty of malice and treachery! 

6. They go and return in the duſk of the 


— —.;..... ⁵—.—.ö—k ·t:m:::᷑ 

6. When Saul ſent to deſtroy him, the meſſengers went 
back with the information that he was ill: but they returned 
in the evening, to bring him even in his bed! The Pſalmiſt 
Juſtly compares his purſuers to acute and ſavage blood-hounds. 


- 
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evening: they ſnarl at me like ſavage dogs, 
and hunt me through the city. 

7. Behold, they open their mouths; and 
expreſſions, cutting as ſwords, proceed from 
their lips: for who,” ſay they, «© hears us?”? 

8. But thou, O Lord, wilt hold them in 
deriſion: and ſhalt ahbe all the Pagans 
with contempt. 

9. My power will I aſcribe to thee: for thou 
art the divine author of my ſafety. 

10. God liberally diſplays his. mercy towards 
me: and will in his own good time let me ſee 
my wiſhes fulfilled towards my enemies. 

11. Deſtroy them not utterly, left my peo- 
ple forget that puniſhment: but diſperſe them 
amongſt the heathen nations, and reduce their 
pride, O Lord our defender! | 

12. On account. of their ſinful expreſſions 
they ſhall be puniſhed in the midſt of their ar- 
rogance: and for this reaſon;—their conver- 
fation conſiſts of execration and falſnood. 

13. Conſume them in thy wrath, conſume 
them that they may periſh: ſo that men may 
_—_———— 
x. He wiſhes. for a permanent memorial of the divine dif- 


pleaſure, rather than for a ſingle act of puniſhment, which 
might ſoon be forgotten. 
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be aſſured that it is God who rules in Iſrael, 
and to the extremities of the world! 

14. And in the evening let them return, 
ſnarl like dogs, and prowl about the city; 

I5. Running here and there for food, and 
growling if their appetite be not ſatisfied. 

16. As for me, I will celebrate thy power, 
and praiſe thy mercy early in the morning: for 
thou haſt been my defence and refuge in the 
time of my diſtreſs. 

17. Thee, O ſource of my power, will I ce- 
lebrate; for thou, O God, art my refuge and 
merciful protector! 


PSALM LX. 


This Pſalm is ſuppoſed to have been written in celebration 
of David's victories in Meſopotamia, Zoba, and Idumæa; 
during which, almoſt all Edom was reduced to his govern- 
ment. For a hiſtory of theſe circumſtances, ſee 2 Samuel 


viii. 3, 5; and 1 Chronicles xvili. 


O God, thou didſt once reject and diſperſe us: 
thou waſt alſo diſpleaſed; O reſtore us to thy 


favour! 


14, 15. Aſſured of the divine protection, the Pſalmiſt defies 
their purſuit of him. Let them, he ſays, continue to hunt after 
me like hungry dogs after food, exaſperated if they find wot th 
deſired object. 


4 
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2. Thou haſt permitted commotions and di- 
viſions in our country: heal its ſufferings, for 
it is ſeverely agitated. 

3. Thou haſt inflicted on thy nana grievous 
ſufferings: thou haſt cauſed us to drink the 
bitter cup of calamity. 

4. But thou haſt ſince diſplayed an enſign 
of 4 in favour of thoſe who revere thee: 
that they may triumph, according to thy faith- 
ful promiſe. 

5. Therefore were thy beloved people deli- 


x. In the laſt battle during Saul's reign, fought with the Phi- 
liſtines, the Ifraclites were ignominiouſly defeated; x Samuel 
xXxi. { 

2. The nation was at this time flowly recovering from the 
miſmanagement of Saul's government, and was ———_— ha- 
raſſed by the contending parties. 

4. Amongſt the Eaſtern nations, it was cuſtomary for the 
victorious army to diſplay a fandard of ſome kind to the van- 
quiſhed or beſieged, as a ſignal of mercy and protection. This 
was either a banner, or a ſpear peculiarly ornamented. Thus 
when Jeruſalem was taken in 1099, about three hundred Sara- 
cens got upon the roof of a very lofty building, and earneſtly 
begged for quarter; but could not be induced, by any pro- 
miſes of ſafety, to come down, till they had received the han- 
ner of Tancred, one of the chiefs of the cruſade army, as 4 
pledge of life. The ſtandard of the Egyptian princes at that 
time was a very long ſpear covered all over with ſilver, and 
having a ball of gold at the top. This enſign of defiance and 
of protection was carried before their armies, 148 
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vered from their danger: aſſiſt me likewiſe in 
the preſent juncture with thy mighty power, 
and hear my petition! 

6. God has uttered the decree in his ſanctu- 
ary: I will therefore exult, and divide the coun- 
try of Sichem into ſeveral parts, and meaſure 
out the valley of Succoth. 

7. Gilead and Manaſſeh ſhall be fubjeR to 
me: Ephraim ſhall be a chief ſupport of my 
kingdom, Judah ſhall be my legiſlator; 

8. Moab ſhall be my abject ſlave; over Edom 
will I exert the moſt abſolute ſovereignty: Phi- 
liſtia, rejoice to receive thy conqueror! 


— — 
— 


6. Theſe expreſſions refer to the regal power of dividing the 
captured land into provinces and parcels amongſt the conque- 
rors; and probably of ſupplying it with judges and magiſtrates. 

7. Gilead and Manaſſeh comprehended the whole country 
beyond Jordan, as Ephraim and Judah did on this: of which, 
Ephraim, containing the principal body of tribes, is here ſaid 
to be the chief ſupport of his kingdom. Judah was the reigning 
tribe; and thence its members were to be choſen the chief ma- 
giſtrates and miniſters of ſtate, agreeably to Jacob's predictions 
Geneſis xlviii. 19. 


3. I haye been obliged to paraphraſe this verſe more liberally 
than I could have wiſhed, in order to reſcue it from the vul- 
garity of expreſſions which, according to modern ideas, is uſed 
in the original. Moab is my wwa/h-pot undoubtedly means that 
the people of Moab ſhould be reduced by him to the moſt ſer- 
vile and abject condition; a * which the reader may ſee 
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9. Who will conduct me into the ſtrong 
city? who will bring me into the poſſeſſion of 
Edom? 

10. Surely, thou haſt not rejected us, O 
God! ſhall not thy uſual power attend our 
armies? | 

11. O be thou our friend in difficulties! for 
vain is the help of man. 


. Thron gh God we ſhall atchieve noble 
ended for it is he who will ſubdue our 


enemies, 
— EE —— —— ͥ ———— i. —— 
verified in 2 Samuel viii. 2. In the interpretation of the next 
clauſe, over Edom will I caſt out my hoe, differ from all 
commentators. The only two interpretations of this paſſage 
that I have met with are, „I will trample on the Edomites,”” 
and © will reach out my /hoe to them, as a maſter does to his 
ſervant, to be untied and taken off by him.“ To thoſe who 
know not the cuſtoms of the Eaſt either of theſe uiterpretations 
may be ſatisfactory. But a particular friend of the author, who 
during his reſidence in certain Eaſtern countries, was extremely 
attentive to their manners and ' cuſtoms, aſſured him that 0 
throw a ſhoe at any one was a mark of abſolute ſovereignty; 
and even contempt towards the perſon thus diſtinguiſhed; nay, 
that it conveyed the moſt poignant inſult: and that this paſſage” 
in the Pſalms always occurred to him whenever he obſerved 
or heard of the action; evideacing the authenticity. and anti- 
quity of theſe compoſitions. 

9. Bozrah, the capital of Idumza, or Edom, was a fortified 
town, ſituated on a rock, and deemed impregnable: Obadiab 3. 
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PSALM LXI. | 
This Pſalm was written by David, probably in the time of 


Abſalom's rebellion, when the perſecuted monarch was 
driven beyond Jordan to the extremities of Judea; to 
which country he alludes in the ſecond verſe. 


HEAR my ſupplication, O Lord: and grant 
attention to my prayer: | 

2. From the extremities of the country will 
I call upon thee, when my mind is afflicted. 

3. O place me in ſafety on ſome high for- 
treſs! for thou haſt hitherto been the ſource of 
my confidence, and a ſtrong tower for me 
againſt the enemy. 

4. I will paſs the chief of my time in thy 
ſacred worſhip: and my dependence ſhall be 
on thy protection. 

5. For thou, O Lord, haſt heard my peti- 
tions, and haſt given the inheritance of this 
kingdom to thy devout ſervants! 

6. Thou wilt grant the king a long life, that 
his years may endure through many generations. 


„ b eee eee 


— «4 BE 


2. 2 Samuel xvil. 22. 
6. Literally, Thou quilt add days to the ling s days; and to 
his years, generation upon generation : a mode of ſpeech uſual 
in the Iuxuriant ſtyle of the Eaſt, and ſimilar to the regal com- 
pliment, O king, live for ever! This and the next verſe were, 
probably, ſung by a chorus of prieſts: the laſt, by Dayid alone. 


* 
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7. He ſhall flouriſh in the preſence of God 
as long as he lives: O exert thy affectionate 
mercy and faithful n that —_ may 
preſerve him! 

8. So will I always ſing praiſes to a name; 


in order that I may daily 8 the vows I 
have offered. 


————___ —— — 
PSALM LXII. 
David is ſuppoſed to have written this Pſalm, when he had 
overcome all the fears with which the rebellion of Abſa- 


lom at firſt affected him; though he was not yet fully 
reſtored to his kingdom. 


My foul ſtill patiently awaits the good 1 
ſure of God: for from him only proceeds my 
ſafety. 

2. He alone is the ſource of my ſtrength 
and my ſecurity: he is my defence, ſo that I 
ſhall not be ſubject to any conſiderable defeat. 

3. How long will ye contrive ruin againſt 
every man? all ſuch miſchievous pate mn 


8. His vows were, probably, ſolemn promiſes of oblations 
and ſacrifices to be offered at his reſtitution. 

3. A ſimilar alluſion occurs in Iſaiah xxx. 13: Like a 3 
ready to fall, fevelling out in a high wall, whoſe breaking 
cometh ſuddenly in an inftant. 


164 A LIBERAL VERSION 


be deſtroyed: you ſhall become like a bending 
wall, and like a tottering fence. 

4. Their ſole aim is how to get rid of him 
whom God will moſt certainly exalt: their de- 
light is in falſhood, they talk honourably, but 
conceive villainy in their hearts. | 

5. Nevertheleſs, my ſoul, wait thou ſtill the 
good pleaſure of God! for my confidence is 
fixed on him. 

6. He indeed is the ſource of my power and 
ſafety: he is my defence, ſo that I ſhall not be 
defeated. | 

7. From God ariſe all my hopes of deliver- 
ance, and my glory: the rock of my power, 
and in God is my confidence. 

8. O repoſe your truſt in him inceſſantly, 
ye people, offer to him the moſt heartfelt de- 
votion, for God is the author of our hope! 

g. As for mankind, they are a mere com- 
poſition. of falſhood: men in general prove 
deficient when weighed and put to the teſt; 
they are more unſubſtantial than falſhood itſelf. 

10. O truſt not in oppreſſion and rapine, 
addict not yourſelves to falſhood! if wealth in- 
creaſe, ſet not your heart upon it! 

11. God has more than once ſpoken, and I 


4 


OF THE PSALMS. 165 


have heard his declaration, that ſupreme power 
belongs only to himſelf; | 

12. And that thou, likewiſe, O Lord, art 
merciful, in reſerving a reward for every man 
according to his actions. 


PSALM LXIII. 

David wrote this Pſalm in the wilderneſs of Judea. The 
hiſtory of his flight thither under the perſecution raiſed by 
Saul, is recorded of him in 1 Samuel xxii. 5. 

O God, thou art the object of my adoration! 
in early morning will I addreſs myſelf to thee! 

2, My mind is, as it were, thirſty after thy 
publick worſhip; my whole perſon longs after 
it, in this dry and barren land which is deſti- 
tute of water. 

3. With like eagerneſs have I expected thy 
appearance in thy ſanctuary, that I might be- 
hold thy power and glory. | 


12. God repeatedly declared, by means of his prophets, that 
the ſovereign diſpoſal of human affairs belonged only to himſelf. 

2. I pine after thy ſervice in a dry land, and <where I am 
faint avithout water. He was now in the foreſt of Hareth, or 
Zith, belonging to Judea. 

3- The Pfalmiſt here refers to the cloud and glory, which 
he had ſeen in the tabernacle and ark, and which were the 
peculiar emblems of the divine majeſty. 
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4. For thy affectionate mercy is preferable 
to life itſelf: my lips ſhall praiſe thee. 

5. As long as I live will I adore thee in this 
manner, raiſing my hands to thy great name. 

6. In this employment I ſhall be as much 
gratified as with the moſt delicious and plenti- 
ful repaſt; when my mouth utters her ors 
praiſes to thee. 

7. Have I not in my bed remembered thee, 
and thought upon thee when I was waking? 

8. Becauſe thou haſt hitherto been my friend, 
therefore under thy protection will I rejoice. 
9. My life is dependent on thee: thy mighty 
power hath ſupported me. 

10. But thoſe who deviſe injury againſt my 
life ſhall ſoon meet with deſtruction. 

11. They ſhall fall by the ſword, and be- 
come food for foxes. | 

12. But the king ſhall exult in the divine 


Ii. Theſe animals, which were very numerous in Judea, 
preyed on dead bodies. 


12. He anticipates the happy period, when the wanderer in 
the wilderneſs of Judea would be ſeated on the throne, and 
when the falſhoods of thoſe who continued to inſtigate Saul 
againſt him, would have ceaſed for ever. It was cuſtomary to 
ſwear by the name of the reigning prince: 1 Samuel i. 26; 
xx. 3; and 2 Samuel xv. 21. 
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protection: all they likewiſe that ſwear by him 
{hall be commended; for then ſhall the mouths 
of the falſe and perjured be ſtopped. 


PSALM LXIV. 


This Pſalm was probably written by David when he had 
fallen into diſgrace with Saul, and was driven from his 
court through the calumnies and falſhoods which his ene- 
mies vented againſt him, in order to en themſelves 
with the king. 


HEAR, O Lord, the voice of my ſupplication, 
preſerve my life from the deſigns of the enemy! 
2. Defend me from the ſecret combination 
of the malicious, and from the open force of 
wicked men! 
3. Who have ſharpened their tongues againſt 
me like a ſword, and ſhoot forth their arrows, 
which conſiſt of cruel ſlanders, 

4. That they may in ſecret attack the inno- 
cent perſon: ſuddenly do they wound him, and 
fear not the conſequences. 

5. They encourage each other in miſchief, 
and conſult how they may contrive ruinous de- 
RE ne eee mmmmmmm—m————————m——_— 


3. Whoſe calumnies are as piercing and fatal to my peace, as 
the ſword and arrows would be to my perſon, 
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ſigns, which they flatter themſelves ſhall not 
be diſcovered by man. 

6. They lay their plan of wickedneſs, and 
then put it in practice: keeping the whole ſe- 
cret amongſt themſelves, each of them 1 in the 
depth of his heart. 

F. But God ſhall on a ſudden ſhoot at them 
with an arrow ſo ſwift, that they ſhall be fatally 
wounded, 

8. Nay, their own malicious tongues ſhall 
occaſion their downfall: inſomuch that whoever 
obſerves, ſhall contemptuouſly deride them. 

9. And all who ſee their ruin ſhall ſay, 
& This has God done:” for they ſhall perceive 
that it is the reſult of his providence. 

10. But the righteous ſhall exult in the 
Lord and confide in him: and all who are ſin- 
cerely pious ſhall have reaſon to rejoice. 


CA" TTTTTmTTTC_———_—_—_—_—————————— 


6. Thus far, he deſcribes in ſtrong metaphors the treachery 
of his enemies: after which, follows the aſſurance of their 
downfall, and the exaltation of the righteous. - 
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PSALM LXV. 


This Pſalm is attributed to David, and appears to have been 
compoſed after ſome great drought. It may relate to the 
three years famine, that followed ſome time after the 
rebellion of Abſalom; and which, being removed by plen- 

tiful ſhowers, might occaſion this grateful 22 2 Sa- 


muel xxi. 


'THOU, O God, art adored on Sion: 121 to 
thee ſhall the vow be fulfilled in Jeruſalem! 

2. Thou who heareſt ſupplication, before 
thee ſhall all mankind appear. 

3. The ſenſe of my miſdoings overpowers 
me; O be merciful towards our offences! 

4. Happy is the man whom thou chooſeſt 
and doſt appropriate to thy ſervice: he ſhall 
conſtantly frequent the place of thy preſence, 
and ſhall be gratified with the pleaſures afforded 
in thy houſe, even in thy holy temple. 
5. Thou haſt diſplayed wonders to us in the 

courſe of thy righteous providence, O divine 


i. The ſolemn promiſe, or vow, of religious ſacrifice, /hall 
be duly performed in Sion, where is ſeated the ark of thy taber- 
nacle. 

5. By theſe evonders are meant the works of God's provi- 
dence mentioned in the following verſes: which, however they 
may be diſregarded by us through our familiarity with them, 
are ſufficiently amazing and awful to engage the inquiry, and 
excite the wonder of the profoundeſt philoſophers, and for 
ever to ſurpaſs their comprehenſion, | 
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author of our ſafety! thou, who art the obje& 
of confidence to the remoteſt inhabitants of the 
earth, and to thoſe who live in iſlands encom- 
paſſed by the ſea! 

6. Even that God who by his ſtrength ren- 
ders the mountains - immoveable, and is ſur- 
rounded with power: 

7. Who calms the raging of the ſea, the 
roaring of its waves, and the tumult of the 
people. 

8. Even thoſe who reſide in the moſt diſtant 
parts of the earth are alarmed at the demon- 
{trations of thy power; who cauſeſt the phce- 
nomena of morning and evening to contribute 
to thy glory! 

9. Thou haſt viſited the earth and bleſſed 
it! thou haſt cauſed it to be full of plenty! 

10. The celeſtial magazine of waters has 
overflowed: thus haſt thou prepared the corn, 
and provided for the inhabitants of the earth. 

11. Thou haſt moiſtened its furrows, thou 
haſt ſent rain into its little valleys, thou haſt 
CI <_TTTUTUHTUDRPLL_S©QM PR :.TU ATE xꝑ—x— 


8. The demonſtrations of poawer ſignify extraordinary thun- 
ders, lightnings, ſtorms, &c. The phenomena of morning and 
evening, the viciſſitude of day and night, and their circum- 
flances. 
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ſoftened it with gentle ſhowers, and ſhed thy 
bleſſing on its productions! 

12. Thou haſt crowned the year with thy 
beneficence; and thy clouds have dropped fer- 
tility and plenty! 

13. They have deſcended even on the bar- 
ren wilderneſs, and the little hills have looked 
pleaſant on every fide. 

14. The folds are become full of ſheep, and 
the valleys ſtand fo thick with corn, that they 
ſeem to ſmile and rejoice. 


G=== 


PSALM LXVI. 


This Pſalm has not David's name to it: nor is the occaſion 
known on which it was compoſed. Biſhop Patrick's con- 
jecture ſeems as probable as any other; namely, that it 
was written by David after God had advanced him to the 
throne, and peaceably ſettled him in his kingdom, But 
this much only is certain, that it was compoſed upon ſome 
extraordinary national deliverance: fee verſe 13. 


O Rejoice in God, all ye kingdoms! fing 
praiſes to the honour of his name, let your 
praiſes of him be full of glory and dignity! 


| — 

12. The herbs, fruits, and flowers, produced by the earth, 
are here finely repreſented as a beautifully variegated crown 
ſet upon her head by the hands of her great Creator: at whoſe 
command, the heavens, by collecting and diſtilling the drops 
of rain, impregnate her, and make her the 3 of terreſtrial 
bleſſings, 
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2. Say unto God, O how wonderful art 
thou in thy works! the greatneſs of thy power 
has given the lie to thine enemies.“ 

3. For all the world ſhall worſhip thee, ce- 
lebrate thee, and praiſe thy name. 

4. O come hither, and obſerve the events 
of God's providence! how wonderful he is in 
his diſpenſations towards mankind, 

5. He changed the ſea into dry land; fo 
that the people went through the water on 
foot: then had we great occaſion to rejoice. 
6. With the ſame power he rules for ever; 
he obſerves the conduct of men: and the infi- 
dels ſhall not be able to exalt themſelves over us. 

7. O praiſe our God, ye people, and let his 
praiſes be loudly celebrated, 

8. Who preſerves us in exiſtence, and ſuf. 
fers us not to fall into any fatal calamity! 


2. How haſt thou given the lie to thy enemies, aubo defied thy 
power to interpoſe itſelf in our behalf! 

5. This plainly refers to the paſſage through the Red Sea, 
and the rejoicing by Miriam &c. upon the ſpot. 

8—1T. Theſe verſes allude to the deliverance from Egypt. 
After having made his people paſs through ſeveral trials in that 
country, God brought them into a net. They are entangled, 
ſaid Pharaoh; the evilderneſs hath ſhut them in : Exodus xiv. 3. 
He put that contracting pain into their loins which ariſes from 
ſtrong fear. He brought the Egyptian chariots cloſe to them: 
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9. For thou, O God, haſt proved us: thou 
alſo haſt put our fidelity to the teſt as ſeverely 
as ſilver is tried by fire. 

10. Thou didſt permit us to fall into a ſnare, 
and didſt inflit pain upon our loins. 

11. Thou didſt ſuffer men to tyrannize over 
us: we paſſed through fire and water, but af- 
terwards thou didſt conduct us into a fruitful 
place. 

12. I will therefore enter thy. houſe with 
burnt-offerings, and will fulfil thoſe vows which 
I promiſed when I was in diſtreſs. _ 

13. I will offer unto thee fat burnt-ſacrifices, 
with incenſe proceeding from rams: I will offer 
bullocks and goats, 

14. O come hither, and 8 all ye 
DD r rr 
he carried them through the fire (the pillar of fire) and through 


the Red Sea: and at laſt brought them into the rich land flows 


ing qwith milk and honey. 

13. He promiſes the choiceſt of every ſpecies of cattle he 
could procure. 

14. Here we muſt ſuppoſe the Pſalmiſt in the temple; ſpeak- 
ing, as is frequently the caſe in other places of the Pſalms, to 
the aſſembled people, and declaring that God had heard and 
anſwered his prayer. He mentions no particular. Probably 
it was a deliverance ſomewhat analogous to that of the Iſrael- 
ites, and from ſome heathen nation who had oppreſſed them. 
He had, very likely, been a priſoner, and made his eſcapez 
which makes him ſay, FI had inclined &c. 
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that fear God: and I will tell you what he has 
done for my life! 

15. I invoked him with my mouth, and ex- 
tolled him with my tongue. 

16. If I had inclined my heart to idolatry, 
the Lord would not have attended to me. 

17. But God has attended to me, and liſ- 
tened to my ſupplication. 

18. Praiied be God, who has not rejected 
my petition, nor withholden his mercy from me! 


PSALM LXVII. 


We read in 2 Samuel vi. 17, 18, that when David ha 
brought the ark to Jeruſalem, he offered burnt-offerings 
and peace-offerings, as promiſed in the preceding Pſalm. 
And as ſoon as he had offered them, he bleſſed the people in 
the name of the Lord : i. e. as Biſhop Patrick ſuppoſes, he 
pronounced this Pſalm ; wherein he manifeſtly imitates 
that form of bleſſing which the prieſts were appointed to 
uſe on ſolemn occaſions: Numbers vi. 24, &c. This 
Pſalm is, in our evening ſervice, ſelected as the ſecond 
hymn before the creed; and may be uſed on any day ex- 
cepting the 12th of the month, when it occurs in its proper 
place. It is likewiſe one of the Pſalms uſed in the ſervice 


of matrimony. 
MAY God be merciful unto us and bleſs us, 
and encourage us with his protection, and af- 
ford us his favour! 


- 
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2. That thy true religion may pervade the 
world; and thy preſerving power, all nations. 

3. Let our own people praiſe thee, O God: 
nay, let all the world praiſe thee! 

4. O let the heathen nations rejoice and ex- 
ult : for thou ſhalt judge the inhabitants, and 
govern the kingdoms, with the moſt upright 
laws. 

5. Let our own people praiſe thee, O God: 
let all the world praiſe thee! 

6. Then will the earth yield increaſed pro- 
ductions; and God, our own God, will confer 
on us his bleſſing, 

7, God will bleſs us, and the moſt diſtant 
parts of the world ſhall reverence him. 


EE  qq_T_TT_T__TTTT———__@O=Q@====ﬀmp— 


2. This verſe is by ſome conſidered as referring prophetically 
to the ſaving health, or ſalvation, produced through Chriſt. 
In this ſenſe, the compilers of our Liturgy ſeem to have ap- 
plied it in the Prayer for all Conditions of Men. 

7. This whole Pſalm bears ſo ſtrongly the marks of a com- 
poſition written for different claſſes of performers; the Strophe, 
Anti-Strophe, the Epanalepfis, and Chorus, are ſo evident, 
that they need not be pointed out to the moſt inexperienced 
reader. The choir was, probably, formed by David, and the 
prieſts ranged as a Chorus and Semi- Chorus on each ſide of him. 


4 
i. 
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| PSALM LXVIII. 


This Pſalm is the undoubted production of David. It was 
compoſed to be ſung during the proceſſion of the ark from 
Obed-Edom's houſe to mount Sion. The ſeveral parts 
of it were ſuited to the ſeveral diviſions of the march, and 
the whole of it is adapted to fo ſacred and joyful a ſolem- 
nity: 2 Samuel vi: and 1 Chronicles xv. It is eſteemed 
to refer, in a ſecondary ſenſe, to our Saviour's aſcenſion, 
and is therefore one of the Pſalms appointed for Whit- 
ſunday: on which day, the promiſed benefits of the aſ- 
cenſion were conferred on the apoſtles, 


LET God ariſe and let his enemies be diſ- 
perſed! let them alſo who oppoſe him, fly be- 
fore him! 

2. As ſmoke vaniſhes, ſo wilt thou diſſipate 
them: and as wax melts at the fire, ſo let the 
impious periſh at the preſence of God! 

3- But let the righteous exult and rejoice 
before God! let them be chearful and happy! 

4. O celebrate God, and ſing praiſes to his 
ͤ ̃—̃ d?—m̃—. — ..... ͤK——̃—̃̃ . 


I. When the Levites firſt took up the ark on their ſhoulders 
the ſingers began Let God ariſe, Tc. Theſe are the words which 
Moſes made uſe of whenever the ark was taken up at the ſe- 
veral marches of the Hebrews through thc wilderneſs: Num- 
bers x. 35. David with great propriety applies them to the 
tranſlation of the ark to Jeruſalem, ſince God was ſtill equally 
preſent with it, and his aid neceſſary to the protection of that 
city, and to the ſucceſs which David hoped for, over the ene · 
mies of his religion and peoples 
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name! magnify him that is borne through the 


air, as it were on an horſe! praiſe in his own 
name, Jehovah, and be joyful before him! 

5. He is a father to the fatherleſs, and de- 
fends the cauſe of the widows; even God4 in 
his ſacred reſidence upon earth. Vain 

6. This is that God who produces er | 
in a family, and releaſes priſoners from capti- 
vity: but who permits deſerters from his ſer- 
vice to continue in indigence. 

7. O God, when thou didſt ſolemnly pro- 
— . nn:..!ð—:...ñß ? cn — — 


4. The paſſage of the ark through the wilderneſs is here al- 
luded to. Jah in our tranſlations is an abbreviation of Jebo- 
vah; the appropriate title of the deity, by which he deſired his 
people to diſtinguiſh him in oppoſition to the various names of 
the heathen gods, and in order to preſerve them from idolatry. 

5. God, aubo is preſent with us in his ſunctuary, will 3 
for and defend thoſe ho have been rendered fatherleſs and 
widows by the ſword : referring to the deſolations by war 
which the Iſraelites ſuſtained in their paſſage through the deſerts, 
6. With this verſe ends the firſt diviſion of the Pſalm: the 
following verſe begins the ſecond; which extends to the 14th, 
incluſively. It is ſuppoſed to have been ſung when the procef- 
ſion began; and to have laſted, till mount Sion was in view. 
The prophet goes back to commemorate the wonders wrought 
for Iſrael; when Jehovah, by his preſence in the cloudy pillar, 
conducted them through the wilderneſs; when, deſcending to 
deliver the law, he bowed the heavens, and ſhook the earth, 
and cauſed Sinai to quake from its foundations. 
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ceed before the people, when thou didſt pafs 
through the wilderneſs, 

8. The earth ſhook, and the heavens dif. 
ſolved into ſhowers at the preſence of God: 
even Sinai trembled at the preſence of that 
deity, who is the God of Ifrael! 

9. Thou alſo, O God, didſt rain down a 
plentiful ſupply for thy choſen nation, and re- 
cruit them when they were exhauſted! 

10. Thy aſſembled people reſided in the 
midſt of it: thus did thy beneficence provide 
for the diſtreſſed. 

11. The Lord gave the command for battle: 
great was the number of thoſe who celebrated 
the victories. 


7. Exodus xiii. 21. 
8. Exodus xix. 16, & ſeq. Thus alſo Deborah in Judges 


V. 4s 5 

9. The rain here mentioned is not to be literally underſtood. 
It is a figurative deſcription of the manner in which the manna 
and the guails were vouchſafed from heaven. The fame ex- 
preſſion is uſed in Pſalm Ixxviii. 25, 28. 

to. How juſtly the Iſraelites might be ſaid to reſide in the 
midft of their food, may be ſeen from the hiſtory, Exodus 
xvi. 13, I5; and Numbers xi. 31. 

11. It was by the divine command that the Iſraelites engaged 
thoſe enemies, the Amalekites, Amorites, &c. who impeded 
their progreſs through the wilderneſs. .Thoſe quho celebrated 
the victories were women: Exodus xv. 20. 
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12. Kings, with their armies, fled and were 
defeated; and they who remained at home 
ſhared the ſpoil. 

13. Though ye have been forced to lie down 
amongſt the furnaces, ye ſhall now reſemble a 
dove, which is covered with filver wings, and 
whoſe feathers are like gold. 

14. When the Almighty diſperſed theſe 
kings for their ſake; then were they as bright 
and glorious as the ſnow-crowned head of 
Salmon. 

15. Similar to the hill of Baſhan is God's 


12. Joſhua is the conqueror here alluded to: Joſhua x. and 
xi. The women and children, who remained in the tents, 
came out after the battle againſt the Midianites, and gathered 
the ſpoil: Numbers xxxi. 27. 

13. The Ifraclites in Egypt wrought as ſlaves, and were 
obliged to lie docun amongst the pots or furnaces for want of 
proper habitations, and in the moſt wretched attire. The 
dove-like coverings denote either their rich garments, or the 
coſtly tents which they took from the Midianites: and which, 
either becauſe of their various colours, or their being orna- 
mented with ſilver and gold, reſembled the colours of a dove, 
whoſe feathers ſhine with a beautiful intermixture of gold and 
filver. | 

14. This is a bold Eaſtern figure; aſſimilating the victorious 
condition of the Iſraelites over their former conquerors, to the 
ſnowy ſummit of Salmon, reſplendent with ſun-beams, and 
towering above the comparatively dark country beneath. 
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peculiar hill; a lofty hill, as is the hill of Ba- 
. ſhan, 

16. Why do ye thus exult, ye lofty hills? 
this is the hill of God, in which it is his 
pleaſure to reſide: and the Lord will inhabit 
it for ever. 

17. The chariots and the angels of God 
attendant on him are innumerable: and God 
preſides over them in Sion, as certainly as he 
did in the holy place, Sinai. 

18. Thou haſt now aſcended to the hei ohrs 

_ _—_—_—_————— 


15. Here begins the third diviſion of the Pſalm, compre- 
hending this and the two following verſes, which are ſuppoſed 
to have been ſung when the ark came in view of mount Sion. 
Baſhan was remarkable for its Me" eminences, and craggy 
ſummits. 


16. The hills thus addreſſed are Salmon and Baſhan. The 


hill of God is Sion, which was to be the future refidence of 
ne ark. The laſt clauſe is not to be taken abſolutely, but as 
ſignifying that this ſymbol of the divine preſence was never to 
be removed to any other ſituation. 5 

17. Theſe chariots mean, in accordance with human ideas, 
that pomp of equipage uſed by earthly princes: 2 Kings 
vi. 17, and Ifaiah Ixvi. 15. David is deſirous to perſuade his 
people that the divine preſence and power as ſurely witneſſed 
and accompanied this tranſlation and ſolemn depoſit of the ark 
in Sion, as they atteſted and honoured the delivery of the law 
in Sinai. 

18. When the ark had aſcended mount Sion, and was depo- 
ſited in the place aſſigned for it, the fingers are ſuppoſed to 


A 


-- OF THE PSALMS. + 181 


of Sion, thou haſt led captive after thee our 
ſubje& foes, and received ranſoms for men's 
lives, namely of thy enemies, that the Lord 
God might reign amongſt them. 

19. Praiſed be the Lord daily! namely, the 
God who befriends us, and who Pours forth 
his beneficence upon us. 

20. He is our peculiar deity, the God "WR 
whom alone 1s derived ſecurity: God is the 
Almighty Sovereign, through whom we eſcape 
deſtruction. 

21. God ſhall fatally wound the heads of 
his enemies, and the crowns of thoſe who per- 
ſevere in their wickedneſs. 

22. The Lord has thus ſolemnly bent 
] will extricate my people again, as I did from 
the power of Baſhan: my own people will I 
extricate, as I formerly did from the depth of 
the ſea: 


have proceeded with this part of the Pſalm. The immenſe 
charge of this proceſſion, and the whole apparatus, was un- 
doubtedly ſupported in part by the fruit of David's victories. 
This means the ranſoms or gifts, with which he wiſhed 
to build a houſe, that the Lord might reign or dwell amongst 
21. Theſe enemies were chiefly the Philiſtines. 
22. For this promiſe ſee 2 Samuel iv. 18. 
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23. So that thy foot, O David, ſhall be dip- 
ped in the blood of thy enemies, and the 
tongues of dogs be ſtained by licking it.” 

24. It was a glorious fight to behold how 
thou didſt proceed, how thou, my God and 


Sovereign, didſt proceed into the ſanctuary! 
25. The ſingers led the way, the inſtrumen- 


tal performers brought up the rear, in the cen- 


tre were the virgins playing on the tabors. 
26. Offer grateful devotion, O Iſrael, unto 


j— . ....ʃ —.k.x.:x.xk:xk:kxk ͤ◯oũud xx 


23. This is a deſeription of a complete victory, and of what 
may be ſuppoſed to happen after a bloody engagement. 

24. When the ark was ſafely depoſited, the ſacrifices offered, 
the ſolemnity well nigh concluded, and the whole aſſembly 
about to return, the ſingers are ſuppoſed to have united in the 
remaining part of this noble anthem: beginning with this verſe. 

25. This verſe gives ſome idea of the proceſſion. The tabor, 
tabret, or timbrel, was a ſort of narrow drum, with an exten- 
five ſurface, ſimilar in form, and played on ſomewhat in the 
ſame manner as the modern tambour de baſque, raiſed in the 
air, and accompanied by the dancing of the performers; but, 
perhaps, merely ſtruck with the hand, inſtead of being occa- 
fionally rubbed, as that inſtrument is. The relicks in Hercu- 
laneum, and many ancient medals, exhibit virgins playing on 
theſe elevated timbrels, and gracefully dancing at the ſame 
time. The ſame cuſtom prevailed amongſt the Jews on ſolemn 
feſtivals or publick rejoicings: thus Miriam took a timbrel in 
her hand, and all the awomen quent out after her, with timbrels 
and with dances : Exodus xv. 20. The two next verſes form 


the ſubject of the hymn, 
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God the Lord in the ſolemn aſſembly, from the 
bottom of your heart! 

27. Behold the junior tribe of Benjamin, 
the ruler; the princes of Judah, the counſellor: 
with the princes of Zebulon and Napthali!”? 

28. Thy God, O Iſrael, has iſſued freſh 
ſuccours for thy aſſiſtance: eſtabliſh the proſ- 
perity, O God, which thou haſt wrought in 
our favour, 

29. For the glory of thy tabernacle at Jeru- 
ſalem: ſo ſhall captive ſovereigns offer to thee 
preſents for their ranſom. 

zo. When their battalions armed with ſpears, 


and the numerous aſſemblage of mighty men, 


— ————_— — . 

27. Benjamin was the leaſt or junior of the tribes, as its 
chief was the youngeſt ſon of Jacob. But it was called 
The Ruler, becauſe Saul, the firſt king of Iſrael, belonged 
to it. This tribe is thus particularly mentioned, becauſe by 
David's acceſſion, who was of the tribe of Judah, it was pub» 
lickly acknowledged that the ſceptre had departed from Ben- 
jamin. The tribe of Judah was the council or chief ſupport of 
the conſtitution, in the cabinet and in the field, and derived 
this pre-eminent honour from its founder; whoſe ſalutary ad- 
vice to his brethren, to Jacob, and even to Joſeph, procured him 
the appellation of counſellor, and entailed the title and dig- 
nity on his poſterity. 0 | 
moſt remote from Jeruſalem. 

29. The word rendered temple in both the eſtabliſhed tran- 
Nations fignifies the tabernacle. There was in David's time 
no temple at Jeruſalem. - 
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are totally routed by the loweſt orders of the 
people, ſo that they humbly bring pieces of 
ſilver for their redemption, and when the Al- 
mighty has diſperſed thoſe nations who delight 
in war, 

31. Then ſhall princes come from E oypt to 
congratulate us: even the land of Ethiopia ſhall 
extend her hands in worſhip to God. 

32. Sing unto God, O ye kingdoms of the 
earth! O ſing praiſes unto God, 
233. Who preſides in the heavens over all 
things from the beginning of time: behold, he 
utters his voice, yea, and that a tremendous 
voice. 

34. Acknowledge the dominion of God over 
Iſrael! his majeſty and power reſide in the clouds. 

35. O God, thou art awful likewiſe in thy 
earthly ſanctuary, thou who art the peculiar 
God of Iſrael! he will confer ſtrength and power 
on his people. Bleſſed be God! 


33. The voice of God means thunder: ſee note on verſe 4. 
Pſalm xxix. | 
34. From ſeveral parts of their hiſtory, the Jews were indu- 
ced to entertain the idea that the divinity occaſionally reſided 
in the clouds. See Pſalm xxix, note on verſe 4. | 
. 35+ The myſterious glory of the Sbecbhinab ſeems here al- 
luded to. 
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PSALM LXIX: 


As a great part of this Pſalm is moſt applicable to David's diſ- 
treſs at that time, it is moſt likely he compoſed it when under 
the perſecution of Saul. Many paſſages, however, are ſup- 
poſed to refer to the paſſion of our Saviour, and the final 
deſtruction of the-Jews on that account. Thoſe which ſeem 

to breathe the moſt vehement reſentment, and appear like an 
imprecatory prayer on David's enemies, are by me under- 
ſtood prophetically, on the authority of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, Acts i. 16, 20; and Romans xi. 9; the former of whom 
cites theſe paſſages as predictive of the traitor Judas. St. Paul 
interprets this whole Pſalm as foretelling the ſtate not only 
of Judas, but of all thoſe his obſtinate countrymen, who re- 
Jetted the terms of ſalvation offered by our Saviour. This 
is one of the Pſalms appointed for the ts ſervice of 
Good-Friday. . 


PRESERVE me, O God, for the waters are 
ruſhed in, even to the danger of my life! 

2. I ſtick faſt in deep mud which has no 
bottom: I am carried into deep water, ſo that 
the floods overwhelm me. 

3. I am weary of crying, my throat is be- 
come dry: my fight begins to fail me, through 
looking ſo intenſely and ſo long towards * 
God. 


* figs day perecur and oppoſe me with 


1, 2, 3. The figurative a theſe verſes denote 
* 
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out any provocation, are more numerous than 
the hairs of my head: they who are my ene- 
mies, and would deſtroy me, though guiltleſs of 
any crime againſt them, are likewiſe powerful. 

5. I recompenſed them for things which 1 
never received.: God, thou knoweſt my ſimpli- 
city, and my real faults are not hid from thee. 

6. Let not them who confide in thee, O Lord 
God of armies, have reaſon to be aſhamed on 
my account! let not thoſe who implore thy 
aſſiſtance be diſcouraged through my example, 
O Lord God of Iſrael! 

7. And why do I offer this petition? for my 
adherence to thee have I ſuffered reproach: 
ſhame has overſpread my face. 

8. I am become as a ſtranger to my neareſt 
acquaintance, and as an alien to my relations. 

9. My zealous concern for thy ſacred wor- 
ſhip has even conſumed me with grief; and the 
reproaches of them who have impiouſly re- 

proached thee, have fallen wholly upon me. 
10. I wept, and diſciplined 2 with faſt- 


8. They avoided all intimacy with him, finding that God did 
not hitherto abet his cauſe, 2 that they ſnould be in- 
volved in his misfortunes. 
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ing; and that circumſtance was converted into 
an occaſion of deriſion. 

11. I likewiſe put on ſackcloth, and they 
jeſted upon me. 

12. They who idly fit at the gates of PM 
city revile me, and drunken debanchees make 
me the ſubje& of their ſongs. 

13, But, Lord, I offer my prayer to thee, 
at a time when thy aſſiſtance will be acceptable. 

14. Hear me, O God, through thy abun- 
dant mercy, according to the veracity with 
which thou haſt aſſured me of thy protection. 

15. Reſcue me from this mire; that I fink. 
not! O let me be delivered from thoſe who 
perſecute me, and out of theſe deep waters! 

16. Let not the floods drown me, neither let 


the deep ſwallow me up, nor let the grave cloſe 


over me! 


17. Hear me, O Lord, for thy affeftionate 
kindneſs is full of conſolation! reſtore thy fa- 
vour to me according to thy abundant mercy. 

18. And withhold not thy protection from 
FE 9RaC<ARATTHROEG.@IRRDl_w= 

11. Sackcloth was the habit of a mourning penitent. 


15, 16. Here he recurs to the ſame metaphors with which 
he began the Pſalm. : 
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thy ſervant, for I am in trouble: O haſten and 
hear me! 

19. Approach near to my life, and ſave it! 
O deliver me, to prevent the triumph of my 
enemies! 

20. Thou haſt witneſſed the reproach, the 

ignominy, and the diſhonour I have ſuffered: 
my adverſaries are all obſerved by thee. 
21. Thy puniſhments have broken my heart, 
I am full of ſorrow: I expected ſome to have 
pity on me, but there was no ſuch perſon, nor 
did I find any to comfort me. | 

22, They gave me gall to cat, and when I 

was thirſty, they gave me vinegar to drink. 
23. Let their plentiful table become a ſource 
of miſchief to them; and let thoſe things which 
would naturally have contributed to their wel- 
fare, be changed to their deſtruction! 
24. Let their eyes be blinded that they ſee 


21. David laboured under two circumſtances of diſtreſs pecu- 
liarly ſevere: the firſt was his affliction on account of the oblo- 
quy brought on religion by his guilt; the other, the reproach 
and endleſs inſults brought upon himſelf by his publick peni- 
tence and humiliation. 

22. Matthew xxvii. 34; and John xix. 28, 29. With re- 
ſpe to David, theſe expreſſions are only figurative of the inve- 


terate hatred of his enemies. - 
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not, and do thou reduce them to a ſtate of . 
manent weakneſs! 
25. Pour forth thy indignation upon n, 
and let thy wrathful diſpleaſure ſeize them! © © | 
26. Let the place of their abode be empty, 
and let no man inhabit their dwellings! | 
27. For they perſecute him whom thou haſt 
afflicted; and conſult how they may haraſs chem 
whom thou haſt wounded. 
28, Let them proceed from one fin to ano- 
ther, and not arrive to the rewards WR 
to thy righteous ſervants! 


29. Let them be ſtruck out of the book of 


life, and not be recorded We 2 the faithful! 


22—29. I cannot ſay that theſe verſes appear to me prophe- 
tical. Even the 22d was not ſtrictly fulfilled in our Saviour: 
for he had not © gall” given him to « eat.” At the time of 
his crucifixion, he had a ſtupifying potion offered him, which 
uſually was given to criminals, of vinegar embittered with gall, 
or, as St, Mark ſays, with myrrh; St. John, indeed, who was 
preſent, mentions neither: but to eat he had nothing. No 
prediction is therefore to be inferred from the 22d verſe, 
ſince gall and vinegar were adminiſtered to all criminals in our 
Saviour's ſituation. + The former clauſe of the 23d has been 
made the ſubject of a very far-fetched application by moſt com- 
mentators, and the ſubſequent verſes have been interpreted in 
conformity to it. But it ſeems clear to me that the whole paſ- 
ſage was imprecatory and temporal, though ingenuity and pre- 
judice may as plainly diſcern alluſions to future events. 
Their table was introduced in evident oppoſition to the dif 
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30. As for me, when I am afflicted and ſor- 

rowful, thy afliſtance, O God, ſhall raiſe me. 
31. I will praiſe the name of God with a 
hymn, and magnify it with gratitude. 

32. And this ſhall be more acceptable to the 
Lord than the facrifice of a bullock full grown 
in horns and hoofs. 

33. The humble will conſider this and rejoice: 
truſt in God, and your life ſhall be preſerved! 

34. For the Lord hears the cry of the 
afflicted, and forgets not thoſe who ſuffer cap- 
tivity on his account. 

35. Let heaven and earth praiſe him, the 
fea and all irs inhabitants! | 

36. For God will protect Sion, and preſerve 
the city of Jeruſalem; that our . own people 
may dwell there, and hold it in poſſeſſion. 
p Q c c mJ 
diſguſtful portion they had offered him: and he then wiſhes that 
their own well - ſupplied board might be ſo far from yielding 
that nutriment and comfort which might be expected from it, 
that the things which naturally would have contributed to their 
welfare, might be converted to their injury and ruin. The 
28th and 29th verſes are not ſuſceptible of the meaning uſually 
affixed to them. The Jews were not finally to be ſubject to 
this dreadful anathema; but are expected to receive a future 
- converſion: that all may be one fold under one ſhepherd, and 


that in the ſeed of Abraham all the families of the earth may 
be bleſſed. 


4 


OF THE PSALMS. 191 


37. The poſterity alſo of us his faithful ſer- 
vants ſhall inherit it, and thoſe who adhere to 
his worſhip ſhall reſide there. | 


—— 


PSALM LXX. 

This Pſalm is, with a ſlight variation, nothing more than a 
repetition of the ſix laſt verſes of Pſalm xl. As there is 
ſome little difference in every verſe, Biſhop Patrick thinks 
that in ſome new danger, and probably that into which Ab- 
ſalom brought him, David took a review of the 40th Pſalm, 
and ſelected the preſent from it as a diſtin compoſition. 


HASTEN, O God, to extricate me, let thy 
aſſiſtance, O Lord, be ſpeedy! 

2. Let them ſuffer diſappointment and con- 
fuſion who ſeek after my life: let them be 
repulſed and ignominiouſly defeated, who wiſh 
that evil may befall me! 

3. Let thoſe for their recompence be ſpeedily 
covered with ſhame, who opprobriouſlyinſultme, 

4. But let all them who depend on thee re- 
joice and exult under thy governance, and let 
all ſuch as delight in thy protection ever have 
reaſon to ſay, © The Lord be praiſed!” 


1. Pſalm xl. 16. 
2. — 17. 
3. — 8 
ho — 19. 
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F. As for me, I am at preſent in an afflicted 
and diſconſolate ſtate: haſten, O God, to my 

aſliſtance! | 10 
6. Thou art my deliverer and guardian: O 
Lord, defer not ſpeedy afliſtance! 


— . — 


PSALM LXXI. 


This Pſalm, though it bears not the name of David, yet was 
probably written by him, (and that in the time of Abſalom's 
rebellion) on account of the expreſſion in verſes 8 and 16, 
« Forſake me not in my old age!” for it cannot be referred 


to Saul's perſecution of him, he being then but thirty years old. 


IN thee, O Lord, have I conſtantly confided: 
let me never ſuffer diſappointment, but reſcue 
and deliver me through thy love of juſtice: in- 
cline thy attention to me, and-preſerve me! 

2. Be thou my ſtrong hold to which I may 
always betake myſelf: thou haſt promiſed to 

befriend me, for thou art my citadel of ſecurity 
and my caſtle! 

3- Deliver me, O God, out of the power of 
the impious, out of the power of the unjuſt 
and cruel man! | 
ES 
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4. For thou, O Lord God, art the object of 
my ardent deſire; thou art the ſource of wy 
dependence, even from my yourh! | 

5. By thee have I been ſuſtained ever fince 
I was born: thy power ſuperintended my _ 
birth; eternally will I praiſe thee! 

6. 1 am become a gazing-ſtock to the ws 
titude: but my firm confidence is in thee!- - 

7. O let my mouth be wholly occupied in 
thy adoration; that I may CE celebrate 
thy honour and glory! 

8. Reject me not in the ſeaſon of old age; 
forſake me not when my ſtrength fails me! 

9. For my enemies revile me, and thoſe who 
lie in ambuſh for my life conſpire and conſult 
together, ſaying, ©* God has deſerted him, per- 
ſecute and ſeize him, for now there is none to 
reſcue him!”? 

10. Withdraw not chyſelf to a Aiſtance from 
me, O God: my God, haſten to aſſiſt me! 

11. Let them be defeated and deſtroyed who 
deſign miſchief againſt my life; let thoſe be 
overwhelmed with ignominy and dif MAE who 
are intent on injuring me! 

12. As for me, I will continue in patient 

VOL. I. 0 
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confidence; and will praiſe thee with Increaſed 
adoration. 

13. My mouth ſhall daily declare thy juſtice 
and protection, for I know no bounds to them. 

14. I will go forth to battle in the power of 
the Lord God; and will talk of no other de- 
pendence but thy love of juſtice. 

15. Thou, O God, haſt taught me inſtruc- 
tion from my youth to the preſent time; there- 
fore will I relate the wonderful inſtances of 
thy protection! 

16. Forſake me not, O God, in my old age, 
now that I am grey-headed; until I have dif- 
played thy protecting mercy to this generation, 
and recorded the effects of thy power for the 
edification of thoſe who are yet unborn! 

17. Thy juſtice, O God, is very admirable, 
and great events haſt thou brought to paſs: 
O God, what power is comparable to thine? 

18, O to what diſtreſſes and misfortunes 


CC _————————————————————————_____——— 
14. I quill not encourage my army by any confidence in our 
military force, but by repreſenting to them that our cauſe is 
righteous, and that therefore our divine protector avill patro- 
nixe it. 
16—19. He alludes in theſe verſes to the ſignal inſtances of 
deliverance which he experienced under Saul's perſecution, 
and to his own unexpected advancement to the regal power. 
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didſt thou once reduce me! and yes thou didſt 
turn and revive me; nay, and raiſe me from 
the abyſs of misfortune, 

19. Thou haſt elevated me to great honour, 
and ſurrounded me with comforts. 

20. Therefore will I celebrate thee and thy 
faithful performance of thy promiſes, O God, 
playing on a muſical inſtrument :. to thee will I 
ſing, accompanying myſelf on the harp, O thou 
facred God of Iſrael! 

21, My lips will be willing, when I ſing unto 
theez and ſo will my whole frame, which thou 
haſt delivered. 

22. My tongue alſo ſhall inceſſantly com- 
memorate thy juſtice; for they have ſuffered 
defeat and ignominy, who ſought to injure me. 


PSALM LXXII. 


neben of David, een . e ef netted 
modern commentators allow, on Solomon's being anointed 
to be his ſucceſſor, and on his ſubſequent inauguration: x 
Kings i. 30: and 1 Chronicles xxix. 24. The ſight of this 
ſolemnity raiſed the ſpirits of the good old king; and he in- 
dited this poem on the occaſion. 


GRANT to the king, O God, the gift of 
righteous deciſion, and thy love of equity to 
the king's ſon, 
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2. Thensſhall he judge thy people agreeably 
to juſtice, and defend the oppreſſed. 

3- The mountains too ſhall produce the 
fruits of peace, and the inferior hills the effects 
of a righteous adminiſtration, upon the people. 

4. He ſhall guard the ignorant in their rights, 
protect the families of the indigent, and puniſh 
the injurious. 

5. Mankind ſhall reverence thee as long as 
the ſun and moon exiſt: from one generation 


to another. 
6. He ſhall deſcend like rain upon a fleece of 
wool, and as the drops which water the earth. 


——————— —— — — 


1. The King, and the King's ſon, mean not David and Solo- 
mon, but Solomon only. It is a poetick repetition frequent 
throughout the Pſalms. If it were otherwiſe, a diſtinction 
would be made between judgments and righteouſneſs, which 
mean the ſame thing: and an abſurd diſtribution would be im- 
plied, of judgments to the father, and righteouſneſs to the ſon. 
To Solomon, the cauſe and ſubject of the poem, both the terms 
ting and the kings ſon were applicable. 

3. Peace, and a righteous n the cauſes, are here 
ſtated for the effects. 

5. This prophetick eulogium is exemplified in the reverence 
which all ſubſequent generations have paid to the name of So- 
lomon. 

6. His government /hall be gentle and refreſhing as the rain 
aubich ſlands in pearly drops upon a fleece of wool, and as the 
Frusful ſoowers that moiſten the earth. 
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7. In his reign ſhall good men flouriſh, to- 
_ gether with all the abundant proſperity ariſing 


from peace, as long as the moon endures. 
8. His dominion alſo ſhall extend from one 


ſea to another, and from the great river to the 
extremities of the world. 

9. The inhabitants of the wilderneſs ſhall 
kneel in his preſence: his enemies ſhall proſ- 
trate themſelves on the ground. 

10. The kings of Tarſhiſh and of the deſert 
countries ſhall offer preſents: the kings of Ara- 
bia and Saba ſhall bring gifts. 

11. All ſovereigns ſhall confeſs their inferi- 
ority to him; all nations ſhall do him homage. 
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8. This may mean, from the Sinus Arabicus to the Medi- 
terranean ſea, or may relate more generally to the extent of 
Solomon's naval dominion: 1 Kings iv. 21, 24. The latter 
clauſe of the verſe means from Euphrates, which was the boun- 
dary of the promiſed land on the Eaſt fide, to the tract of 
country along the Mediterranean ſea, which was the boundary 
of the land on that ſide. 

9. The wilderneſs means Arabia Deſerta. To lie proſtrate 
in the duſt, in token of abſolute ſubmiſſion, is a very ancient 
cuſtom in the Eaſt, and is till retained. 

10. 1 Kings x. 15. Ewen thoſe wild Arabs, aubom the great- 
et conquerors could never tame, ſhall become his 3 
court him with the moſt abject ſubjection. 


11. For an account of Solomon's unrivalled | magnificence 
ſee x Kings x. 
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12. For he ſhall deliver the diſtreſſed when 
they complain to him; the deſtitute, and thoſe 
who have no friends. 

13. He ſhall favour the cauſe of the igno- 
rant and helpleſs, and ſhall protect the lives of 
the diſtreſſed. 

14. He ſhall reſcue their lives from the at- 
tempts of falſhood and injuſtice, and valuable 
ſhall their blood be in his eſtimation. 

- 15. He ſhall enjoy life, and receive tribute 
of the gold of Arabia: petitions ſhall conſtantly 
be offered to him, and daily ſhall he be cele- 
brated. | 

16. There ſhall be a vaſt quantity of corn 
in the earth, high upon the hills, whoſe fruit 
{hall wave with the wind, like the cedars of 
Lebanon, and ſhall flouriſh throughout the 
lands belonging to the holy city, as abundantly 
as graſs upon the ground. 

17. His name ſhall exiſt for ever: it ſhall 
continue in the world to the lateſt poſterity, 


14. He ſhall confider the life of the poor to be as valuable as 
that of the rich, and <vill not ſuffer their blood to be ſhed with 
impunity. 

16. This is a ſtrong figure, predictive of the vaſt plenty in 
Solomon's reign, 
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which ſhall enjoy happineſs through his ad- 
miniſtration, and all the pagan nations ſhall do 
him homage. | 

18. Bleſſed be the Lord God, the God of 
Ifrael, who alone can bring theſe mighty things 
to pals! 

19. And bleſſed be the name of his majeſty 
for ever, and all the earth ſhall diſplay its glo- 
rious effects! Amen, Amen! 


19. To this verſe ſucceeds another in the Bible Tranſlations, 
viz. The prayers of David the ſon of Jeſſe are ended. Inſtead 
of prayers, the Septuagint reads P/alms or Hymns. It is highly 
probable that this was the laſt compoſed by David, as he died | 
ſoon after his ſon's coronation. 
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The End of the Second Diviſion. 


A 
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OF 


THE PSALMS. 


The Thitd Wiviſion. 


PSALM LXAII. 


Moſt of the Pſalms, from this incluſively to the des 

attributed to Aſaph: whom ſome think to have been the 

famous ſinger in David's time, 1 Chronicles xvi. 5, and 2 

Chronicles v. 12; others, the ſeer who lived in the days of 

Hezekiah, mentioned in 2 Chronicles xxix. 30; and whoſe 

Pſalms that prince ordered to be ſung together with thoſe 

of David. But the houſe of Aſaph being a diſtinguiſhed 

family of the tribe of Levi, and always in confiderable poſt 

about the temple, there might be ſeveral compoſers of that 

name, whoſe Pſalms are compiled in this collection. There» 

fore this Pſalm might be compoſed in the reign of Hezekiah,  _ 
when Sennacherib cauſed that miſerable ravage in Judea, 
and obtained ſuch great victories as are recorded in 2 Chro- 

nicles xxxii. 1. It was a grievous diſcouragement to good 
men that ſuch ſucceſs ſhould attend a wicked heathen prince; 

when Hezekiah, notwithſtanding his great zeal for God and 

religion, ſuffered ſo much. This point the Pſalmiſt diſcuſſes, 


CERTAINLY, God is affe&ionately diſpoſed 
towards Iſrael; that is, towards thoſe who pot 
ſels a pure heart. 7 | : 
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2. Nevertheleſs, my feet had almoſt failed 
me, my ſteps had well-nigh ſlipt. 

3- And whence aroſe this danger? I was 
vexed at the wicked: I alſo obſerved the im- 
pious enjoy ſuch proſperity. | 

4+ They are in no hazard of death, but are 
flouriſhing and ſtrong. 

5. They fall into no misfortune like other 
people, nor are afflicted like other men. 

6. And this is the cauſe that they are fo 
poſſeſſed with arrogance, and filled with cruelty. 

7. Their very eyes are ſwollen with luxuri- 
ous plenty, and they do whatever they will. 

8. They corrupt others, and ſpeak blaſ- 
phemy: their diſcourſe is in oppoſition to the 
Supreme Being. 

9. For they open their mouth againſt hea- 
ven, and their licentious tongue attacks all man- 
kind. 

10. Therefore the inconſiderate people coin- 
cide with them, and hence their cauſe derives 
no ſmall advantage. | 
11. How,“ fay they, © ſhould God per- 
DSDS mmm 
2. By theſe figurative expreſſions the Pſalmiſt means that he 


began to ſtagger in his faith, and was in danger of falling into 
a diſbelief of God's providence. 
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ceive it? does the Supreme Being obſerve theſe 
things?“ 

12. Now theſe are the irreligious, theſe 
proſper in the world, and theſe are wealthy: 
and I ſaid, Then have I in vain purified my 
heart, and conducted myſelf with innocence.” 

13. Whereas, all the day long I have ſuffered 
affliction, and trouble every morning. 

14. Nay, I had almoſt affented to their wicked 
ſpeeches: but behold, then I ſhould have done 
wrong to the cauſe of thy faithful ſervants. 

15. Then I ſtudied to underſtand this mat- 
ter: but it was too difficult for me, 

16. Until I entered the ſanctuary of God: 
then I comprehended the end of theſe men; 

17, Namely, how thou placeſt them in high 
and dangerous ſituations, and caſteſt them down 
to deſtruction. 

18. O how ſuddenly do they waſte away, 
periſh and come to a fearful end! 

19. Nay, even as a dream when one awakes 
from it, ſo ſhalt thou cauſe their appearance to 
vaniſh from the city. 

20. Thus had my heart been grieved: and 
the anxiety penetrated my very ſoul. 
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21. Thus fooliſh was J and ignorant, even 
like an unthinking brute in thy preſence. 

22. Nevertheleſs, I am continually under 
thy power; for thou haſt ſupported me by my 

right hand, 

23. Thou wilt conduct me with thy counſel, 
and afterwards receive me to glory. 

24. What obje& do I worſhip amongſt the 
heavenly hoſt excepting thee, their creator? 
and upon earth there is nothing that I love and 
adore compared with thee. 

25. My fleſh waſtes and my ſpirits fink; but 
God is the ſupport of my heart, and my unfail- 
ing portion. 

26. Behold, they who deſert thee ſhall periſh: 
thou wilt deſtroy all thoſe who commit forni- 
cation in defiance of thee. 

27. It is therefore adviſeable for me to ad- 
here to God, to confide in the Lord God, and 
to enumerate all the acts of -his power in the 
courts of the daughter of Sion. 
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26. Fornication ſignifies idolatrous worſhip, which conſiſted 
of groſs ſenſuality and impurities: 2 Chronicles xxviii. 6, &c. 

27. The gates in the original mean courts of judicature, which 
anciently were held in the gates of the city. The TR of 
Sion ſignifies the inhabitants of Jeruſalem. 
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PSALM LXXIV. 


This Pſalm ſeems to have been compoſed juſt after the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem and the temple by the Chaldeans. The 

author, having lamented the calamities of his country, and 
the inſults of his enemies, calls to remembrance the glorious 
exploits which God had performed in ancient days for his 
people ; and prays him to exert himſelf again in their favour. 
It certainly could not have been compoſed by the ſame Aſaph 
who wrote the preceding Pſalm; but, as Bp. Patrick thinks, 
by ſome perſon of his poſterity, who during the captivity was 
ſuffered to remain at Jeruſalem with the Chaldeans. For an 
account of this fatal ſiege of Jeruſalem by Nebuchadnezzar, 
and the melancholy circumſtances attending it, ſee 2 Kings 
xxiv, and xxv. 


O God, why art thou ſo long abſent from us? 
why is thy anger fo ſevere againſt thy choſen” 
race? 

2. O think upon thy people, whom thou 
haſt appropriated to thyſelf, and delivered in 
ancient times! 

3. Think upon the tribes of thy favoured 
family; and of mount Sion, in which thou haſt 
reſided! | 

4. Return quickly that thou mayſt utterly 


__  =_==_=__—_ = == P - BB ___________ 


4. God had deſerted his ſanftuary, and the Schechinah had 
gone up from between the cherubim: in conſequence of which, 
the heathen invaded that holy place and deſolated it. 
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deſtroy every enemy, who has impiouſly pro- 
faned thy ſantuary! 

5. Thine adverſaries are rudely clamorons 
in the midſt of thy ſacred places; and fix up 
their idolatrous banners, as trophies of their 
victory. 

6. The artificer who formerly hewed timber 
out of the ſolid trees, is known to have brought 
his work to perfection. 

7. But now they break down all its curious 
carvings, with axes and hammers. 

8. They have ſet fire to thy holy places, and 
polluted the reſidence ſanctified by thy name, 
and levelled it with the ground, 

9. Nay, they have ſaid in their hearts, Let 
us wholly exterminate them!” therefore they 
burned all the houſes dedicated to God through- 
out the kingdom. 

10. We ſee not our accuſtomed tokens, 
CL _—_ <= 


6. It is well known to what admirable beauty the hand of the 
artificer brought the rough cedar-trees, which were cut down 
by the hatchets of King Hiram's woodmen, in the thick Tyrian 
foreſts: 1 Kings v. 10. 

10. The cauſes of complaint are that the Shechinah, or tokens 
of the divine preſence, had departed, and that no prophet was 
left amongſt them to adminiſter conſolation, or . the 
duration of their misfortunes. 


- 


OF THE PSALMS. 207 


there is not one prophet left: no, not one is 
there amongſt us who | is bleſt with divine know- 
ledge. | 

11, O God, how long ſhall the adverſary 
commit this diſhonour againſt us? how long 
ſhall rhe enemy blaſpheme thy name, for ever? 

12. Why withholdeſt thou thy hand? why 
exerteſt thou not chy immediate power to cruſn 
the enemy? 

13. For God has been our en from 
the moſt ancient time: the aſſiſtance vouchſa» 
fed to us has been derived ſolely from himſelf. 

14. Thou didſt divide the ſea through thy. 
power, and bring deſtruction on vaſt . 
in the waters. 

15. Thou didſt utterly deſtroy the numerous 
heads of the Leviathan, and gave them up as 
food to the ſavage inhabitants of the wilderneſs. 

16. Thou broughteſt fountains and waters 


14, 15. Theſe verſes allude to the diviſion of the Red Sea, 
the deſtruction of the Egyptians, and the preſervation of the 
Iſraelites, recorded in Exodus xiv. 21. The terms /erpents, and 
leviathan, denote Pharaoh and his army, whaſe alternate fury 
and deceit juſtify thoſe appellations. Their bodies, it is highly 
probable, became food to thoſe deſert nations bordering on the 
Red Sea, who lived on fiſh and whatever the ocean yielded, 
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out of the hard rocks; thou driedſt up . | 


rivers! 
17. The day and the night are created by 


thee: thou haſt formed the light and the ſun! 
18, Thou haſt appointed all the climates of 
the earth! thou haſt made ſummer and winter! 
19. Remember then, O Lord, how the 
enemy has reproached, and how this idolatrous 
people has blaſphemed, thy name! 
20. O deliver not the life of thy turtle-dove 


into the power of thy numerous enemies, nor 
neglect for ever the aſſemblage of thy diſtreſſed 


ſervants! 
21. Remember the covenant! for the a 


kingdom abounds with malice, and the habita- 
tions of cruelty. 


I6. For the account of theſe miracles ſee Exodus xvii. 6; 
and Joſhua iii. 13. 

17, 18. The Pſalmiſt here proceeds to ſhew that God's power 
is manifeſted not only by the preceding inſtances of it in par- 
ticular, but by the works of creation in general. 

20. The term turtle-dove ſtrongly expreſſes the ſolitary, 
helpleſs, and perſecuted ſtate of the captive nation. 

21. God had"covenanted to perpetuate the ſeed of Abraham. 
This promiſe the Pſalmiſt feared was in danger of being de- 
feated; ſuch inveterate and cruel malice reigning againſt the 
Jews, as threatened to exterminate their race. 


4 
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22. O let not the afflicted leave thy preſence 
diſappointed! but let the diſtreſſed and unfor- 
tunate have reaſon to celebrate thy name! 

23. Ariſe, O God, vindicate thine own 
cauſe! remember how the impious man daily 
blaſphemes thee! 

24. Forget not the clamour of thy enemies! 
the preſumption of them who oppole thee is 
continually increaſing. 


PSALM LXXV. 


This Pſalm is generally ſuppoſed to have been written in cele- 
bration of the great victories obtained in David's time over 
the adjacent countries. Its author is Aſaph, Bp. Patrick 
imputes it to the ſignal deliverance of Jeruſalem from the 
numerous and formidable army of Sennacherib, in the time 
of Hezekiah. It was evidently written in the form of a 
dialogue between the king and the people; and was probably 
performed in that manner by the ſovereign and the congre · 
gation. 


People.] TO thee, O God, do we offer grate- 
tul praiſe, ro thee do we offer grateful praiſe. 
2. Thy protecting power is ever near us: 
and that do thy wonderful interpoſitions declare. 
King.) z. When I preſide in the afſembly 
of the tribes, I will adminiſter juſtice impar- 
tially, 
VOL. I, P 
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4. The kingdom is in a ruinous ſtate, and 
all its inhabitants: I ſuſtain its burthen. 

5. I faid to the irreligious, © Behave not ſo 
profanely!” and to the impious, © Deſiſt from 
your arrogance!” 

People.] 6. Deſiſt from your lofty arro- 
gance, and demean not Ay ſo contemp- 
tuouſly! 

7. For proſperity ariſes not from any worldly 
ſource; from the Eaſt, the Weſt, nor from the 


South. e134 
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4. The foundations of the republick undermined by the 
tyranny of Saul, houſes burnt, families ruined, and the frame 
of eccleſiaſtical affairs ſhattered, preſent a lively picture of the 
ſtate of the Jewiſh nation at this criſis, which depended for its 
recovery' from theſe-misfortunes on the prudent adminiſtration 
of David: well might he therefore ſay, Lſuſtain the burthen of 
publick affairs. ® ... 

5. This verſe ſeems addreſſed to ) the great men of Saul's late 
court, whom he cautions to abſtain from their uſual impiety 
towards God, and arrogant oppreſſion of the people: who in 
the next verſe ſecond the latter admonition. 

7. It is vain to expect proſperity from any guarter of the 1 
from any human abilities, any natural cauſes : God alone is 
the ſecret author and arbiter of our fortune. The omiſſion. of 
the North in this enumeration is, perhaps, of more ſignificance 
than all commentators, whom I have ſeen, are aware of. On 

the North of Sion was ſituated the city of the great king, (Plalm 
xlviii. 2.) which was eſteemed to be God's peculiar delight and 
earthly reſidence. All other quarters of the globe, the Pſalmilt 
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8. And wherefore this advice? God is the 
ſupreme governor: he reduces one perſon, and 
exalts another. 

9. For in the hand of the Lord there | is a 
cup, and the wine is bright: it contains a va- 
riety of ingredients, and he diſtributes draughts 
from it. 

10. As for its dregs, all irreligious men ſhall 
drink them to the bottom. 

King.] 11. But I will celebrate the God of 
Jacob, and inceſſantly adore him. 
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warns them, were uncertain ſources of proſperity: from the 
North only, the favoured ſeat of the Almighty preſence, he 
intimates, was to be expected permanent exaltation and pro- 
motion: as appears farther in the next verſe, God is the ſupreme 
Governor, Oc. 

8. Chance has, in fact, no concern with our ſucceſs: it is 
governed by the determinations of a wiſe and Almighty Pro- 
vidence, The Supreme Being, for reaſons beſt known to him- 
ſelf, and contrary to all human expectation, is pleaſed ſome- | 
times to reduce one perſon and exalt another. 

9, Io. It is common throughout the ſacred writings to ure 
ſent the diſpenſations of God as @ cup, the contents of which 
are to be drunk by the ſons of men. See note on Pſalm xvi. 6. 
The upper part of this cup, reſerved for the good, is pure and 
wholeſome : the dregs, the diſturbances, or calamities of life, are 
the portion of the wicked. | 

12. The word which I have here rendered power and aui bo- 
rity is, in the original, Borns. This is a metaphorical term 


very frequent in the Scriptures, but pardons in the Pſalms, 
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12. All the authority of the impious will I 
deſtroy; and the power of the righteous ſhall 
be aggrandized. 


PSALM LXXVI, 


The author and occaſion of this Pſalm are — ſuppoſed 
to be the ſame as of the preceding. 


IN judea is God adored: his name is exalted 
throughout Iſrael. 

2. At Jeruſalem is his abernacle, and his 
reſidence in Sion. 


3- There did he deſtroy the arrows of the 
DC ————————————————— 
denoting might or ſtrength; and is evidently derived from the 
fiercer parts of the brutal creation, whoſe horns, excluſively of 
ornament, ſerve them as the means of offence, and ſelf-preſer- 
vation. 

1. The term Fury, or more properly Jeaury, in the Liturgy 
verſion, is twice uſed in the New Teſtament to denote the 
country of Fudea, viz. Luke xxiii. 5; and John vii. 1. 

2. This is the only paſſage in Scripture, in which Jeruſalem 
is mentioned by the abbreviated appellation of Salem. It is 
However probable that this was the ancient title of the holy city, 
when it was a petty princedom under the ſovereignty of Mel- 
chiſedeck: Geneſis xiv. 18. It was afterwards named Febus, 
Judges xix. 10; and its inhabitants Febufites, The firſt time it 
is called Jerufalem in the Bible is in 2 Samuel v. 6. 
3+ The Pfalmiſt alludes to the defeat of the Aſſyrian army 
before the walls of Jeruſalem: 2 Kings xix. 32. 
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bow, the ſhield, the ſword, and warlike pre- 


parations. 

4. Thou, O Sion, art more en and 
better fortified than the mountains of the 
Aſſyrian ſpoilers! 

5. Theſe preſumptuous foes are deſpoiled 
in their turn, they have ſlept their laſt ſleep: 
and all thoſe men of mighty power have pro- 
fited nothing. 

6. At thy terrible mandate, O God of Jacob, 
both the chariot and the horſe fell headlong! 

7. Thou, thou alone art worthy of reve- 
rence! and who can exiſt in thy preſence, when 
thou art difpleaſed? - | 

8. Thou didft cauſe thy thunders to be heard 
from heaven! the earth ſhook, and was awed 
into ſilence; 

9. When God aroſe to infli judgment, and 
to defend his pious ſervants. 

10. The fierceneſs of man contributed to thy 


IEEE 
4. The enemy, during the fiege, made frequent excurſions 
from the adjacent hills on which they were encamped, to ravage 


the country. 
5. An hundred and eighty-five thouſand men were ſmitten - 


with death on this occaſion during the night: 2 Kings xix. 35. 
Io. This alludes to the inſolent menaces of the Aﬀyrians, 


and to their diſgraceful defeat. 
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glory, and their audacious inſolence didſt thou 
reſtrain. 
11. Offer a vow to the Lord your God, and 
obſerve it, all ye neighbouring nations! devote 
preſents to him who deſerves reverence! 
12. He has over- ruled the ambition of 
princes, and excited the aſtoniſhment of earthly 
monarchs, | 


— 


PSALM LXXVII. 


Aſaph, the author of this Pſalm, was manifeſtly under great 
dejection of mind, when he compoſed it. He ſpeaks of him- 

+ ſelf as deſerted of God, and given up as a prey to the ſorrows 
of his heart. What the particular grief was which gave 
occaſion to this mournful complaint does not appear. Some 
commentators refer it to the duration and miſeries of the 

_ captivity: but of this ſuppoſition the Pſalm itſelf exhibits to 
me no very convincing ſymptoms. 


I will ſupplicate God earneſtly, even God will 
J earneſtly ſupplicate, and he will attend to me. 


11. It was cuſtomary amongſt the Jews to make frequent 
vows of rich preſents by way of ſacrifice to the Almighty, either 
as a means of procuring bleſſings, of averting evils, or as a 
token of gratitude for benefits received. Befides a vaſt num- 
ber of voluntary and private offerings of individuals which can- 
not be computed, there were every year ſacrificed at the taber- 
nacle and temple, at the national charge, eleven hundred and 
one lambs, one hundred and thirty-two bullocks, ſeventy-two 
rams, twenty-one kids, and fifteen goats. Theſe, of courſe, 
were for the maintenance of the prieſts, 
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2. During my diſtreſs I addreſſed myſelf to 
the Lord: my affliction continued inceſſantly 
throughout the night: my mind rejected comfort. 

3. When I am in ſorrow, I will fix my 
thoughts on God: when my heart is diſturbed, 
I will pour forth my complaint to him. 

4. Thou keepeſt my eyes in a ſtate of wa- 
king! I am therefore become ſo feeble that I 
cannot ſpeak, 

$4 reflect c on former days, and on years 
that are paſt. © r ⏑τç p dP nk 
6. I look back on my practice of ſinging to 

thy praiſe: and in the night · I converſe with my 
heart, and ſearch into the ſtate, of my mind. * 

7. Will the Lord withdraw himſelf for ever, 
and will he be no more intreated? - - 

8.. Is his compaſſion utterly exhauſted, and 
his promiſe vacated for ever? Wh 

9. Has God forgotten to be gracious, nd : 
ſhall his affectionate mercy be abſorbed i in bias | 


diſpleaſure ? , a 1 
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7. The reſt of the Pſalm from this verſe forms the ſubject 
of the author's meditations. 

8. He means the divine promi/e vouchſafed to the Jews, of 
continuing them in a ſtate of ſpiritual and temporal ſuperiority 
over the reſt of the world, and of never forſaking them. 
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10. And] ſaid, - This impatient lamentation 
ariſes from the infirmity of my nature: but I 
will remember the years when I experienced 
the powerful protection of the Supreme Being. 

11. I will remember the events brought to 
paſs by the Lord; and remind myſelf of thy 
miraculous interpoſitions in ancient times. 

12. I will likewiſe meditate on all thy ſignal 
favours; and ay diſcourſe ſhall be concerning 
thy operations.” 

13. Thy providence, O God, is juſt! what 
deity is comparable to our own? 
14. Thou art the deity who produceſt mira- 
cles, and haſt diſplayed thy power before the 

Egyptians. 

15. Thou didſt powerfully reſcue thy choſen 
people, the poſterity of Jacob and Joſeph. 

16. The ocean ſaw thee, O God, the ocean 
| ſaw thee, and was affrighted: the great deep 


was terrified. — 

D | 1 

13. From this verſe to the end is a brief recapitulation of the 
circumſtances attending the deliverance of the Jews from the 
Egyptian bondage. 

14. The Pſalmiſt here alludes to the miracles wrought by 
the Almighty through the agency of Moſes. 

15. The Jews are very properly ſtyled the pofterity of 
Yoſeph, as well as of Jacob. For as Jacob was the author of + 
their being, ſo, Joſeph was the preſerver of it. 
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17. The clouds poured out rain, the air re- 
ſounded with thunder; and thy lightning, like- 
arrows, was ſhot from every quarter. | 

18, The ſound of thy thunder was heard 
on all ſides, the lightning flaſhed upon the 
ground; the earth trembled and was ſhaken. 

19. Thy way was through the ſea; and thy 
path through the vaſt waters, and thy foot- 
ſteps were not known. 

20. Then didſt thou conduct thy W like 
ſheep, by the guidance of Moſes and Aaron. 


PSALM LXXVIII. 


This Pſalm contains a ſhort account of the wonderful things 
which God had done for his people Iſrael, from the time of 
their coming out of Egypt to'that of David. Commentators 
differ whether it was compoſed by that prince or by Aſaph. 


HEAR my inſtructions, O my countrymen! 
incline your attention to my words! 


— 
16. Exodus xiv. 16. | 
19. The Pſalmiſt imagines God walking before his people 

through the ſea, though he left no foot/feps or veſtiges of him» 

ſelf behind him. 
20. This alludes to a ſubſequent period, when God conducted 


his choſen people, by means of Moſes and Aaron, through the 
wilderneſs, | 
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2. I will open my mouth in a wiſe moral: I 
will utter myſteries of ancient times, 

3. Which we have heard and been aſſured i 
of, being facts of which our ancellors have 
mformed us; 

4. That we ſhould not conceal them from 
future generations, but diſplay the glory of the 
Lord, together with his mighty and wonderful 
interpoſitions. 

5. He formed a covenant with Jacob, and 
gave Ifrael a law, which he commanded our 
forefathers to teach their children, 

6. That their poſterity might know it, and 
the children which were as yet unborn, 

7. That when they were grown up, they 
might teach their children the ſame; 

8. In order that they might confide in God, 
and not forget the divine interpoſitions, but 
obey his injunctions. 


2. The antiquities of the Jewiſh nation were by age, covered 
with a kind of venerable obſcurity; eſpecially as they were 
obſerved amongſt the people chiefly by tradition. Hence the 
author calls them riddles, or myſteries; and his tale, a wiſe 


moral : as under this antique narration, he deſigns to convey * 


his leſſons to the preſent and future generation. The moral or 
deſign of this parable is couched in the ſubſequent verſes. 
See Pſalm xlix; note on verſe 4, - 

5. Deuteronomy iv. . 


4 
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9. And not imitate their progenitors, (a 
faithleſs and obſtinate race, whoſe hearts were 
not ſincere nor upright, and whoſe mind ad- 
hered not firmly to God,) 

10. Or the people of Ephraim, wh ak 
clad for the combat, and armed with bows, 
turned back in the day of battle. "I 

11. Our anceſtors obſerved not the covenant 
of God, nor would conform themſelves to his 
laws, 

12. But ungratefully forget what he had 
done, and the miracles he had wrought in their 
behalf. | 7? 

13. Wonderful events did he being to 0 
in the preſence of our forefathers, in the coun- 
try of Egypt, in the province of Zoan. 

14. He divided the ſea, and ſuffered them to 
paſs through it: he cauſed the water to accu- 
mulate on each ſide of them. 7 42 


by 


10. The Ephraimites are here ſpecified, probably as being 
the moſt warlike tribe, and having led on the reſt to the en- 
gagement. The Amorites routed the whole Jewiſh army, and 

chaſed them as bees: Deuteronomy i. 44. 
1z. Zoan was the reſidence of Pharaoh's court. 

14+ Exodus xiv. 22+ 
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I 5. In the day time, he conducted them by 
the direction of a cloud; and through the whole 
night by a ſplendour of fire. 

16. He ſeparated the hard rocks in the wil- 
derneſs, and provided them drink from it, as 
from a full river. 

17. He produced water out of the ſolid ſtone, 
ſo that it guſhed forth like torrents. 

18, Yet notwithſtanding all this, they ſinned 
farther againſt him, and provoked the Supreme 
Being in the wilderneſs. 

19. They were deſirous to try the power of 
God, and demanded meat for their luxurious 
appetite. 

20. They alſo profaned the divine majeſty, 
ſaying, < Will God be able to ſupply us with 
, proviſions in the wilderneſs?” 

21. It is true that he ſmote the ſolid rock, 


ſo that the waters guſhed forth, and the ſtreams 


——— — —— 


15. Exodus xiii. 21. 

17, 18. By the agency of Moſes: Exodus xvii. 6; and 
Numbers xx. 8, 11. 

19. They became diſcontented with the plain and wholeſome 
diet which the Almighty had miraculouſly provided them; and, 
partly to tempt or try his power, required a ſupply of meat, 
which could be accompliſhed only by another miracle, as they 
were then in the wilderneſs; Exodus xvi. 


4. 
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flowed abundantly: but can he give us bread 
alſo, or provide fleſh for his people?” 

22. When the Lord heard this, he was in- 
cenſed: ſo fire from heaven was kindled againſt 
the deſcendants of Jacob, and there aroſe ſevere 
indignation againſt Iſrael, 

23. Becauſe they believed not in God; nor 
depended on his aſſiſtance. 

24. Nevertheleſs, he exerted his ſupreme 
power over the clouds, and opened the doors 
of heaven. 

25. He rained manna for them to eat, and 
gave them food from heaven. 

26. So men were ſuſtained with proviſion 
fit for angels, and God provided them with a 
ſufficiency. 

27. Farther, he cauſed an Eaſt wind to blow, 
and through his power he commanded a South- 
Welt wind. 


= RR _—_————__——A_————_Rq—r T———T—ruHAAx 


22. Many of them were deſtroyed by lightning: See Num- 
bers xi. I. | 

25. This manna is deſcribed to have been a ſmall and deli- 
cious grain, white like hoar froſt, round, and of the ſize of a 
coriander ſeed. The name was merely accidental, and aroſe 
from the ſurprize teſtified by the Iſraelites at its firſt appearance: 
the term Manna in Hebrew * What is this? Exodus 
xvi. 15; Numbers xi. 9, &c 
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28. He rained meat on them as thick as duſt; 
and birds, as innumerable as the ſands of the ſea, 

29. And he cauſed them to drop amongſt 
their tents, even round their habitations. 

zo. So they ate, and were ſatisfied to the 
full; for he gave them their own deſire: they 
were not diſappointed of the object they longed 
for. 

31. But whilſt the food was yet in their 
mouths, the ſevere indignation of God invaded 
them, and deſtroyed the moſt conſiderable 
amongſt them; nay, and ſwept away the moſt 
eminent men that were in Iſrael. 

32. But notwithſtanding all this they ſinned 
yet farther; and diſtruſted his wonderful power. 

33. Therefore he ſuffered their days to waſte 


away in vain expectation, and their years in 
diſtreſs. 


— 

28. Theſe birds conſiſted of a miraculous flight of quails: 
Numbers xi. 31. 

31. While the fieſh awas yet betaueen their teeth, and before it 
avas cheaued, the wrath of the Lord was kindled againſt the peo- 
ple, and the Lord ſmote the people with a wery great plague : 
Numbers xi. 33. 

33. God determined that the generation of Jews which had 


ſo provoked him ſhould never enter the promiſed land. They 
were doomed to fruitleſs wanderings through the wilderneſo, 
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34. When he afterwards. began to puniſh 


them ſeverely, they addreſſed themſelves to 
him; and turned readily, and ſolicited the fa. 
vour of God. LOOT 
35. And Aar remembered thar God: had 
been their mighty protector; and that the fu. 
preme God had been their deliverer. 
36. Nevertheleſs, they only uttered falſe 
profeſſions to him with their mouth, and uſed 
diſſimulation to him with their tongue. 
37. For their heart was not ſincere Wocardl 


him, nor did they perſevere r in his 


covenant. 


38. But he was ſo merciful that he Richie 


their offences, and deſtroyed them not. 

39. Nay, frequently did he avert: his diſ- 
pleaſure, and would not ſuffer the fullneſs or 
his indignation to ariſe. | 

40. For he conſidered that they were bil 
mere mortals, as tranſient as the wind that 
paſſes onward, and returns no more. : 
— —-ʃwI.- ĩðö 


were continually haraſſed by ſome new afſſiction, and none but 
Caleb and Joſhua ſurvived to enter Canaan. 
37. They were continually breaking their engagements with 
God. Numbers xvi. 3; and XX. 35 4. ey 
38. Numbers xiv. 11. 8 


— 


©, 


224 A LIBERAL VERSION 


41. Often did they provoke him in the wil. 
derneſs, and offend him in the deſert. 

42. They turned back, and put God to the 
proof, and irritated the ſacred Deity of Iſrael. 

43. They recolle&ed not his power, nor the 
day when he delivered them from the dominion 
of the enemy; 

44. What miracles he had wrought in Egypt, 
and what prodigies in the province of Zoan. 

45. He turned the waters of the Egyptians 
into blood, ſo that they could not drink of the 


rivers. 
46. He ſent amongſt them a plague of lice 


which eat into them; and another of 0G 
which tended to deſtroy them. 

457. He gave their fruits to the caterpillar, 
and their labours to the graſshopper. 


41. No leſs than ten times did the Ifraclites murmur againſt 
God during their 40 years * ſojourning in the wilderneſs : Num- 
bers xiv. 22. 

42. T hey turned back, or were ready to run again into Egyp- 
tian ſlavery. 

44. See verſe 13, and the note. 

45. Exodus vii. 19, and ſeq. 

46. The prodigious numbers of frogs rendered the fruits of 
the earth unfit for uſe, and threatened to deſtroy the people by 
famine: Exodus viii. 5; and 16. * 

47. Exodus x. 4. | 5 
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48. He deſtroyed cheir vines with . 
and their fycamore-irdes with the froſt. | 
49. He ſmote their cattle alſo wirli nailtenes, | 
and their flocks with fiery balls of lightning? | 
50. He puniſhed them with the ntmoſt ſeve- 
rity of his wrath, vengeance, and wary and 
ſent deftroying angels amongſt them 0: 
51. He gave want to his emen and 
ſpared them not from er bur gave up their 
lives to the peſtilence; is 70 200133 083 
52. And ſtruck with ſudden death every 
eldeſt child and animal in Egypt, even in the 
principal and moſt powerful families er 
the country of Ham. e* (18018 (ot 
53. But as for his on people, he led * 
onwards like ſheep, and ec chem through 
the willleraels' as a trad 3 „ib WW 


48. The ſycamore was a very valuable tree in Egypt. The The 
ancient cofſins were made of this kind of wood, as are the mo- 
dern barks, of which they have ſuch multitudes on the Nile; 
and always muſt have required To many, on account of their 


country. The ſycamore likewiſe produces a ſpecies of. Sg | 


ich affords food to the ae of the EW Duma & 
49. Exodus ix. 4. 4 +. +62 
50. Exodus ix. 103 and xii. 23. hy | | : 
52. Exodus xii a9. KOH odd by Maaraim, the, 5 
ſon of Ham. #34 * 
vor- E ns * n 


38. David obtained Sion by conqueſt from the Jeb ebuſites : 
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54. He brought them out of it ſafely chat 


they mi ight not fear, and overwhelmed their 


enemies in the ſea: 

55. And brought them within the confines 
of his ſanctuary, to his mountain which he ob- 
tained by the exertion of his own power. 

56. He expelled a pagan nation before them, 
cauſed their country to be divided amongſt the 
Iſraelites as a permanent poſſeſſion, and made 
the tribes of Iſrael take poſſeſſion of their ha- 
bitations. 

57. Nevertheleſs, they diſtruſted and diſ- 
pleaſed the Supreme God, and obſerved not 
his injunctions, 

58. But turned away from him, and failed 
as their forefathers had done; deviating from 


their duty, as an arrow from a broken bow. 


59. For they provoked him with their hill. 
altars, and incenſed him with their idols. 
560. When God LA he was diſ- 


2 Samuel v. 6. 
56. This pagan nation was the Canaanites. 
38. They erred from the preſcribed line of their duty, as an 
arrow, diſcharged from a boa which ſnaps in drawing it, miſſes 
the intended mark. 
59. The pagan altars were always built on elevated ſituations. 


* 
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pleaſed, and reſolved on ſevere indi gnation 
againſt Iſrael: 

61. So that he deſerted the tabernacle in 
Shiloh, the tent which he had pitched . 
mankind. 

62. He ſurrendered their power to captivity, 
and their glory to the poſſeſſion of the enemy. 

63. He likewiſe gave up his people to the 
ſword, and was incenſed with his choſen race. 

64. His fiery wrath deſtroyed their young 
men, and their virgins were not beſtowed in 
marriage. 

65. Their very prieſts were put to the ſword, 
and their widows made no lamentation. 

CC — ———_— _—_ 


61. This relates to that part of the Jewiſh hiſtory which is 
told in x Samuel iv; for, on ſending for the ark from the taber- 
nacle, God ſmote them, and ſuffered the Philiſtines to take it. 
And fo true is it that he deſerted the tabernacle in Shiloh, that 
he never returned to it: x Samuel vi. 1; 2 Samuel vi.; and 
1 Kings viii. 1; where the ſeveral removals of the ark are ſpe- 
cified, and explain the remaining part of this Pſalm. 

62. By their power and glory is meant the ark, which was at 
once their decus et prefidium. It was taken from them by the 
Philiſtines. 

63. I Samuel iv. 10. 

64. So great was the ſlaughter, that thirty thouſand men, 
the flower of the Jewiſh army, periſhed on this occaſion: con- 
ſequently, numbers of virgins muſt have remained unmarried. 

65. Hophni and Phinchas were ſlain without any reſpe to 
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66. So the Lord aroſe as one juſt awakened 
from fleep, and like a ſtrong man refreſhed 


with wine. 
67. He afflicted kis enemies in their hinder 


parts, and ſubjected them to a perpetual 


reproach. 
68. He refuſed the tabernacle of * nor 


choſe the tribe of Ephraim; 

69. But preferred the tribe of Judah, even 
the hill of Sion to which he was partial. 
Fo. And there he will build a ſtately temple, 
and lay its foundation as firm as the earth 
which he has fixed immoveably. 


their ſacerdotal office; and the widow of the latter, having heard 
the news while ſhe was in travail, abſtained from mourning the 
death of her huſband, but was abſorbed in deploring that _=_ 
ark of God was taken: 1 Samuel iv. 11, and 20. 

67. They were afflifted with the hzmorrhoids, erroneouſly 
called in our bible, emerods : the remembrance of which was 
perpetuated to their reproach by the golden ones which were 
kept ever after: Deuteronomy v. and vi. 

68. That is, for the reſidence of the ark. It before had been 
depoſited at Shiloh, which belonged to the tribe of Ephraim, 
the ſon of Joſeph. 

69. Sion was ſituated within the territories of the tribe of 
Judah. 

70. This verſe muſt have a future ſenſe, as there was as yet 
no temple at Jeruſalem. The Pſalmiſt contraſts the fixed ſtate 
of this temple, with the moveable and migrating condition to 
which the ark had hitherto been ſubjected. 
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71. He alſo ſelected his ſervant David, and : 


took him from the theep-folds: 
72. As he was following the pregnant ewes 
he took him, that he might become the ſup- 


port of Jacob his people, and of Iſrael his 


choſen race. 

73. So he ſupported them with fidelity and 
truth of heart, and ruled over them diſcreetly 
to the utmoſt of his power. 


PSALM LXXIX. 


This Pſalm probably originated in the deſtruction of the Jewiſh 
nation by Nebuchadnezzar. The author deſcribes in it the 
calamities of the times, and prays God to terminate them. 
As the prophet Jeremiah lived at this period, and as the fixth 
and ſeventh verſes are found in his prophecy, x. 25; it is 
not unlikely that it was written by him. This Pſalm is uſed 
in the evening ſervice of January 30. ; | a 


O God, che pagans have taken poſſeſſion of 
thine adopted land: thy ſacred temple have they 
polluted, and made Jeruſalem a heap of rubbiſh. 

2. The dead bodies of thy worſhippers have 
they given as food to birds of prey; and the 
Heſh of thy holy. ſervants, to wild hoe 


71. Jeſſe, the father of David, was a herdſman. 


4 
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3. Their blood have they ſpilled like water 
on every ſide of Jeruſalem, and there was no 
man to bury them. 

4. We are become objects of general con- 
tempt to our enemies, of mere inſult and deri- 
ſion to all neighbouring nations. 

5. Lord, how long wilt thou be incenſed? 
ſhall thy jealouſy burn like an eternal fire? 

6. Inflict thy wrath on theſe pagans who 
have not acknowledged thee, and on thoſe 
kingdoms who have not adored thy name! 

7. For they have depopulated Jacob, and 
laid waſte the divine reſidence. 

8. O remember not our former tranſgreſſions, 
but have mercy on us, and that ſoon! for we 
are arrived to exceſs of miſery. 

9. Help us, O divine author of our faſety, 
for the glory of thy name! O deliver us, and 
pardon our tranſgreſſions, for thy own honour! 


5. God was jealous of the adoration which the Iſraelites had 
offered to other deities. It was the very epithet by which he diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf. « For the Lord thy God is a jealous God." 

6. The Babylonians. 

8. The former tranſgreſſions allude to the idolatry offered to 
the calf; (Exodus xxxii. ee God had long threatened 
to puniſh, 
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10. Why are theſe heathens ſtill permitted 
to ſay, © Where is now their God?“ 
11. O let vengeance for the blood of thy 
people that has been ſhed, be publickly dif- 

played upon the pagans in our ſight! 

12. O let the mournful lamentation of the 
captives riſe to thy preſence! with thine abun- 
dant power reſcue thoſe amongſt them who are 
ſentenced to die! 

13. And for the blaſphemy with which this 
neighbouring nation has inſulted thee, recom- 
penſe them, O Lord, with accumulated puniſh- 
ment on themſelves. 

14. Thus, we who are thy own people, and 
choſen race, will offer thee our unceaſing gra- 
titude; and will for ever diſplay thy __y to 
the lateſt poſterity! _ 


PSALM LXXX. 


The author of this Pſalm, under the figure of a vine, repreſents 
the deplorable ſtate of the Jewiſh nation, and begs of God to 
take compaſſion on them, and to protect ſome young prince 
whom he appeared to have raiſed up and inſpirited with vi- 
gour for a reſtoration: ſee verſe 17. This young prince 
ſeems to be Joſiah, by the character of vigour, by the refor- 
mation ſeeming, to depend on him, *(verſe 18) and by the 
author praying God to appear in their favour in the preſence 
of all the tribes, which in his time, we know, were alſemabled 
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at Jeruſalem, - Juſt at that period this hymn probably was 
compoſed. Some think that it was written upon the invaſion 

of Judea by Sennacherib. It is plain, however, from the firſt 

verſe that it was compoſed while the temple was ſtanding. 
HEAR, O thou ſhepherd of Iſrael, who haſt 
conducted the deſcendants of Joſeph like ſheep! 
diſplay thy glory, thou who ann over the 
cherubim! 

2. In the preſence of the tribes of Ephraim, 
Benjamin, and Manaſſeh, exert thy power, and 
come to our aſſiſtance! 

3. Reſtore us, O God, diſplay the glory of 
thy preſence, and we ſhall be preſerved! 


1. The Cherubim, or cherubs, were winged emblematical 
figures ſet in the moſt holy place, upon the mercy-ſeat, in the 
tabernacle; before which, the high-prieſt ſprinkled the blood 
on the great day of atonement. Theſe figures are ſaid to have 
had each four faces, thoſe of a man, a lion, a bull, and an eagle, 
all riſing out of one and the ſame body, and looking towards 
the mercy-ſeat. From between theſe cherubim iſſued the She- 
chinah, or manifeſtation of the divine > pretence: Exodus xxv. 
18—22. 

3. There are evidently four . in this Pſalm; all of which 
conclude with this verſe, or with one varying very little from 
it. In the firſt diviſion the Pſalmiſt intreats God to aſſiſt them, 
as he formerly did their forefathers. In the ſecond, he beſeeches 
him to pity their miſerable condition. In the third, not to for- 
ſake thoſe now, for whom he had done ſo much: and the fourth 
concludes with a prayer for their king, and a promiſe of obe- 
dience, as a grateful return for God's favour. 
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4. O almighty ſovereign of armies, how 
long wilt thou. be diſpleaſed with my people 
who ſupplicate thee? 

5. Thou ſuffereſt them to eat the bread of 
allliction, and to drink from an overflowing cup 
of ſorrow. 

6. Thou haſt made us become a mere oſs 
of contention amongſt our neighbours, and our 
enemies treat us with the moſt contemptuous 
deriſion. | 

7. Reſtore us, thou ſovereign of armies, 
diſplay the glory of thy preſence, and we ſhall 
be preſerved! 

8. Thou didſt bring a vine out of Egypt: 
thou didſt extirpate the heathen, and 2 227 it 
in their ſtead! 

9. Thou didſt make room for it! .and 45 
it had taken root, its offspring overſpread the 


country. 


— OT 


6. The Idumæans and other nations contended about the 
diviſion of the Jewiſh land and property. 

8. The vine, or Jewiſh nation, being defvered from Egyp- 
tian bondage, was tranſplanted to the land of the ejected Ca- 
naanites. 

9. rene, | 
deſcendants of Abraham. tf 
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10. Even the hills were darkened with its 
fhade, and its boughs were like thoſe of the 
flouriſhing cedar- trees. 

It. She extended her branches to the fea, 
and her boughs as far as the river; 

12. Why then haſt thou broken down her 
fence, fo that all who paſs by pluck off her 
grapes? 

13. The wild boar out of the wood roots it 
up, and the wild beaits of the foreſt devour. it. 

14. Return, O ſovereign of armies, look 
down from heaven, behold, and with thy fa- 
vour viſit this vine, 

15. And the vineyard which thy power has 
eſtabliſhed, together with that branch of it 
which thou didſt make ſo pre for thy 
own peculiar ſervice! 


11. That is, on the Weſt, to the Mediterranean ſea; and 
on the Eaſt, to the Euphrates; alluding to the extent of the 


I Ifraclitiſh dominions. 


12, 13. Wild and barbarous nations, living near Jeruſalem, 
deſpoiled and ravaged the country. 

16. It is worthy of obſervation how carefully the metaphor 
is preſerved to its concluſion in this verſe; where the Pſalmiſt 
laments that the vine, like an unprofitable and rejected tree, is 
cut down and burnt by its enemies to the ground, and is in 
danger of being deſtroyed eren to the extremity of the root, by 
Almighty diſpleaſure. 
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16. Alas! it is now conſumed by fire, and 
cut down, and the whole will periſh under the 
ſeverity of thy indignation. 

17. But let thy authority reſt upon the man 
dignified by thy power, and on that ſon of man 
whom thou haſt cauſed thus to proſper for the 
honour of thy own cauſe! | 

18. Thus will we never again revolt from 
thee: O revive us, and we will adore thy name! 

19. Reſtore us, almighty ſovereign of ar- 
mies, diſplay the glory of thy preſence, and we 
ſhall be preſerved! 


PSALM LXXXI. 

This Pſalm is attributed to that Aſaph who lived in the reign 
of David; and is ſuppoſed to have been written in celebra- 
tion of the Feaſt of Trumpets: Leviticus xxiii. 24. In the 
JewiſhJLiturgy it is {till uſed on the ſame occafion. To this 
ſolemnity the third verſe refers; for the new moon, when this 
feaſt was celebrated, happened on the firſt day of the Jewiſh | 
year, at which time the world was ſuppoſed to have been 
created, the fruits being then ripe: (Numbers xxix.) which 
conſideration, with that of the harveſt being now gathered in, 
made this to be the moſt joyful and glorious feſtival of the , 
whole year. The Jews began their year with autumn. 


LET us fing joyfully to God our defence, and 
produce chearful ſounds in honour of the God 
of Jacob! „T. toe 
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2. Begin the hymn, bring hither the tabor, 
the lively Harp and the Jute. 

3. Zlow tlie trumpet at the appearance of 
tho new moon, at the time appointed, and on 
our —_ feſtival. 

For this ceremony was made an ordinance 
oy 10 ael, and a law enacted by the God of 
Jacob. 


— ———— —— —__ R— ______—— 


3. The feaſt of the neau moon was always proclaimed by the 
found of trumpets. The moment of its appearance was, for 
want of aſuonomical tables, aſcertained in this manner. Thoſe 
who firſt obſerved, or thought they obſerved it, repaired imme- 
diately to the grand council with the diſcovery. Inquiry was 
then made into the credibility of the informers; and, ſecondly, 
whether their information agreed with ſuch computations as 
they were then, able to make. After this, the preſident pro- 
claimed the new moon by ſaying Mekde/h, i. e. It is conſecrated! 
This word was twice repeated aloud by the people; after 
which, it was ordered to be proclaimed 9 the city by 
the ſound of the trumpet. 

4. Leviticus xxiii. 24: Speak unto the children F Iſrael, ſay- 
ing, in the ſeventh month, in the firſt day of the month, ſhall ye 
have a ſabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, &c. The 
obſervation of this ordinance appears, at firſt, in point of time 
to differ from the original command. It was enjoined to be 
kept in the ſeventh month, and it was celebrated in the fr/. 
But the ſeventh month of the eccleſiaſtical year was the firſt of 
the civil. The law, therefore, ſpeaks according to the eccle- 
ſiaſtical computation; and the Pſalmiſt, according to the civil: 
each meaning the month T3/7i, correſponding with our Sep- 
tember. The civil year began with NMiſan, or March; the 
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5. This he enjoined on Joſeph as a folemn 
charge, when he came out of the country of 
Egypt, and had been accultomed to a "gy 


language. 

6. I,“ faid the Almiphey; & « eaſed his 
ſhoulders from the oppreflive burthen, and his 
hands were delivered from making earthen 
veſlels. | | 
5. Thou didſt invoke me in thy diſtreſs, —— | 
I reſcued thee: and conſidered thy fears when 
the dreadful tempeſt ſurrounded thee. 

8. I likewiſe tried thy temper. at n waters 
of Meribah. . | ** 


. ͤ ET 
eccleſiaſtical, with Tiſri, or September. The trumpets ſounded 
from ſun-riſe to ſun-ſet. With the origin of this feſtival the 
ſcriptures do not acquaint us. 'Some think it was in memory 
of the thunder and lightning, and the found of the trumpet from 
mount Sinai, at the promulgation of the divine law; others, 
that it was deſigned to proclaim not only the new year, but was 
intended as a'folemn warning to the people to repent and pre- 
pare for the great day of atonement, which was approaching. 
The Gentiles ſeem to have borrowed from hence their blowing 
with trumpets amongſt the rites and ceremonies in the ö 
of Cybele. 

6. Pſalm Ixviii. note on ' verſe 13. The Iſraelites under 
their Egyptian bondage were compelled to the hardeſt labour, 
and to the ignominious offices of making | bricks, * 8 
Ware. 

7. That is, at the delivery of the law from "a Exodus 
Xix, 16; and xx. 18. 
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9. Hear, O my people, and I will declare to 

thee my will, O Iſrael, if thou wilt obey me, 

10. I command that no foreign deity. be al. 
lowed in thy nation, and that thou worſhip no 
God but myſelf. | 

11. I am the Lord thy God, who delivered 
thee from the country of Egypt: deſire of me 
the moſt profuſe bleſſings, and I will grant them. 

12. But my people would not liſten to my 

voice, and Iſrael would not obey me. 

13. 80 ] gave them up to their own corrupt 
propenſities, and ſuffered them to . their 
own perverſe imaginations. 

14. O that my people would have attended 
to me! for if Iſrael had obſerved my directions, 

15. I would ſoon have humbled their ene- 
mies, and turned my power againſt their adver- 
ſaries. 

16. The opponents of the Lord ſhould have 
yielded to them an outward, though feigned 


8. Exodus xvii. 7. 

9, 10. Theſe verſes convey not a premiſe but an PORN 
Tf you are willing to obey me, I command that you relinguiſb all 
idolatry, and adhere to my cvonſbip. The reaſonableneſs of this 
command follows in the next verſe. 

13. He gave them up to all the idolatries and ſuperſtitions 
arifing from a miſguided zeal, and bigotted fancy. 
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homage; but the proſperity of his people ſnould 
have been permanent. | 

17. I would likewiſe have fed them with the 
fineſt wheat: and with honey out of the ſolid 
rock would I have gratified thee!” 


PSALM LXXXII, 


This Pſalm of Aſaph conſiſts of an exhortation to KEY 
decifions, and an upbraiding invective againſt the injuſtice of 
earthly tribunals ; with an appeal to God, the ſupreme and 
juſt Judge. The courts of juſtice in Hezekiah's reign were 
very corrupt: ſee Iſaiah i. 23, where the judges and magiſ- 
trates are called princes, in reſpect of their ſuperiority over 
the common people. And in the firſt verſe of this Pſalm, they 
are, in the original, and in the eſtabliſhed tranſlations, ſtyled 
Geds, with reſpect to the fountain of their power, which was 
from the Moſt High. In this view, the Pſalm conveys an 
uſeful admonition to all the miniſters of juſtice; from the 
ſupreme judge of the higheſt earthly tribunal, down to the 
inferior and petty magiſtrate. 

TE ———ͤ— 
16. The opponents of God and his people ſhould have been fo 

daunted as to diſſemble their inward hatred, and been forced to 

at leaſt a counterfeit ſubmiſſion ; Palm xviii. 45+ 

17. He would have bleſſed them with, the moſt glorious har- 
veſts, and cauſed a redundancy of honey. In Judea, the bees 
uſed the rocks and ground as hives to lay up their ſtores.— 

Throughout Paleſtine, honey was exceſſively abundant, and 

ſerved all thoſe purpoſes to which ſugar is now applied. Jona- 

than and his people found honey flowing on the ground, and 
dropping from the trees: and the food of John the Baptiſt du- 

ring his abode in the wilderneſs was wild honey: 1 1. xiv. 

25, 26; and Matthew iu. 4. 
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GOD preſides in the judicial courts of pririces, 
he is the ey judge owe es. * 
trates. 

« How long will 70 lese erhalt 
— and attend with partiality to the op- 
preſſor? 

3. Protect the indigent and orphans! take 
care that ſuch as are in diſtreſs and waer 
have juſtice ! 

4. Reſcue the deſerted and | friendleſs pre- 
ſerve them from the power of imperious men! 

5. The magiſtrates, howeyer, will not be 
taught, nor underſtand their duty, but proceed 
in ignorance: the whole conſtitution of the 
kingdom is deranged. | 

6. I have beſtowed on you the title of gods, 

DD r ˖ r r —————— — — — ————————————————————.——.————— 
1. Thou ſhalt not revile the gods, i. e. the judges: Exodus 


xxii. 28. The word rendered in our tranſlations Wh, x 

ſignifies a court of juſtice : Numbers xv. 33. | 
2. From this verſe to the end = the ſeventh God is ſuppoſed 
to be the ſpeaker. 

6. The term aleim, gods, literally Finifies, 1 the ie high powers, 
and thence is applied in various parts of ſcripture to denote 
princes, jud ges, and any other characters of ſupreme authority. 
This paſſage is cited by our Saviour in John x. 34: and the 
words which he uſes, Is it not auritten in your law ? clearly 
demonſtrate that the Book of Pſalms was eſteemed an impor- 
tant portion of the Jewiſh ſcriptures. 
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and denominated you the vicegetents of the 
Supreme Being. 
7. But ye ſhall die like ordinary nen, and 
be humbled like one of the Pore. 
8. Ariſe, O God, and judge che land ay. 
ſelf, for thou ſhalt ſubj ect all pagan nations. 
to thy dominion ! ! 


| PSALM LXXXIII. 
This Pſalm was occafibned by the confederacy mentioned 
in 2 Chronicles xxi; auben it came to paſs that the chil». 
dren of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them 


other beſides the Ammonites, came <with re a to 
battle. The author is Aſaph, 


HOLD not thy peate, O God, obſerve not 
ſri ſilence, reſtrain not thyſelf, O'God! 


EE 


7. I could not here forbear inſerting the admirable emenda- 
tion of Biſhop Hare, who by the tranſpoſition of à ſingle letter 
has reſtored the text to its undoubtedly true meaning. The 
latter clauſe of this verſe, like that of the preceding is an echo 
or repetition of the firſt. To gods and children of the Su- 
preme, are oppoſed, ordinary men and the poor. The biſhop” - 
has effected this reſtoration by the ſimpleſt - tranſpoſition; 
reading here/him for heſherim : /þ in unn 
letter. * 

8. Since the judges, thy vicegerents, are ſo corrupt, ne | 
government of the land into ti oaum hands. | 

VOL, Io R 
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2. For behold, thy enemies are become cla- 
morous, and they who 0 thee rohan; 
raiſe their heads. 

3. They have formed deep 3 bs 
czy choſen race, and conſulted together againſt 
g ** thy protected people. 

3 4. They have ſaid, © Come, and let us ex- 
tirpate them, that they be no more a nation; 
and that even the name of Iſrael may be no 
longer remembered!“ 

5. They have unanimouſly combined them- 
ſelves in counſel, and have confederated againſt 
2 thee; namely, 

6. The tented Edomites, and Ilmaclites, the 
Moabites, and Hagarenes, 

7. Gebal, Ammon, Amalek; the Philiſtines, 
and the inhabitants of Tyre. 


3. That thy ſecret or hidden ones, as our tranſlations render, 
means, the people ſecretly protected by thy providence, appears 
from comparing the expreſſion with a ſunilar idea in Pſalm 
xxxi. 22. Thou ſhalt hide them privily—thou * keep them 

fecretly. 

6. In the original and in our tranſlations the tents are by a 
figure ſubſtituted for the inhabitants. The poſterity of theſe 
Arabians have ever continued to dwell in tents. 

7. Gebal, the inhabitants of which were called Giblites, 
(Joſhua xiii. 5) was a place of great renown. It has loſt all its 
ancient grandeur, bit retains its name with very little altera- 
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8. Aſſyria likewiſe imme 
ported theſe deſcendants of Lot. 

9. But do thou deal with them as with the 
Midianites, as with Siſera, and as with a 8 
at 1 river Kiſhon, 

o. Who periſhed at Endor, and were el 
to rot as dung upon the earth! 

11. Bring them and their princes to the face | 
of Oreb and Zeeb! let all their chieftains ex- 
perience the fate of Zebah and Zalmunnah; 

12. Who ſaid, © Let us ſeize the temples of 
divine worſhip into our own poſſeſſion!“ 

13. O my God, act upon them as a threſh- 
ing-wheel acts on the corn, and let them be as 
the ſtubble before the wind, | 

14. As fire burns up the chaff, and as flame 


conſumes the mountains! 
—_———c—___yC—= 
tion, viz. Gibyle. It is ſituated in the Mediterranean ſea, * 
tween Tripoli and Sidon. 

8. The defendants of Let were two of the preceding N 
viz, the Moabites, and Ammonites. Moab and * | 
were the ſons of Lot: Geneſis xix. 37, 38. 

9. Judges iv. and vii. 

my Joſhua xvii. 11; and Judges v. 19. 

11. Judges vii. 25; and viii. 12. | 

13. In Judea the corn was thre/hed by means of a ant 
which ran over the ſtalks; Iſaiah xxvili. 28. Thee, 

I4. This is a continuation of the metaphor drawn from the 
proceſs and concluſion of thre/hing. After it was finiſhed, 
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15. Perſecute them thus with thy tempeſt, 
and terrify them with thy ſtorms! 

16. Defeat them with ignominy, O Lord, 
that they may be induced to W only on 
thy name! 

17. Let them ſuffer increaſing chaſtiſement 
and diſtreſs! let them experience confuſion and 
deſtructionꝰ 

18. Then will men be convinced that AER 
whoſe name is Jehovah, art alone ſupreme over 
the whole world. 


_—— —— —— 


PSALM LXXXIV. 


Of this Pſalm the author is ſuppoſed to have been David, 
when he was driven from Jeruſalem, and hindered from 
frequenting the tabernacle, by the victorious arms of his 


ſon Abſalom. 


O HOW lovely are thy tabernactes, thou ſo- 
vereign of armies! 


what remained of the chaff not blown away by the wind was 
ſet on fire: and as this buſineſs was always performed on a 
high place, the mountains, or ſtrictly the chaff which covered 
their ſurface, are ſaid to be conſumed by flames. For the mode 
of winnowing corn uſed amongſt the Jews, ſee Pſalm i. note 
on verſe 5. 
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2. My ſoul has an ardent deſire and longing 
to enter the courts of the Lord: my mind and 
body exult in the living God. 

3. The very ſparrow provides for herſelf 
an abode, and the ſwallow, a neſt where ſhe 
may depoſit her young; even thy facred houſe, 
O ſovereign of armies, my king, and my God! 

4. Happy are they who frequent thy houſe: 
they are inceſſantly adoring thee. * 

5. Happy are they whoſe ſole reliance is on 
thee, on whoſe hearts are imprinted thy com- 
mandments: + | 

6. Who in their paſſage through this nile | 
of miſery, find in it an unfailing fpring, and 
its pools filled with refreſhing water. 

7. They continually proceed from one excel- 
lence to another: and before the God of _=_ 
appears every one of them in Sion. 


2. God is ſtyled kving, in 1 
deities of the heathen, which were but cod and one, the 
abort of men's hands. 

3. He laments that he was excluded from the privilege of 
viſiting the houſe of God, to which even the birds of the air 
were admitted, 

6. The idea in this verſe is derived * the Pfalmiſtꝰ's fa- 
vourite ſource; the proviſion of water for the thirſty Iſraelites 
in the dry and barren wilderneſs. Happy, ſays he, are thoſe 
who in this earthly vale of miſery depend ſo firmly on God, as 
fo find ſprings and flreams of mercy riſe_around them for their 
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8. O almighty ſovereign of armies, hear my 
petition! liſten to it, O God of Ifrae]! 

9. Behold, O God our defender, and re- 
gard the perſon of him whom thou haſt an- 
ointed. 5 | 

10. One day paſſed in thy courts is prefer. 
able to a thouſand elſewhere. 

11. I would rather be a door-keeper in the 
houſe of my God, than reſide in the tents of 
idolatry, ; 

12. For the Lord God is a light and defence; 
the Lord will confer favour and honour, and 
no bleſſing will he withhold from thoſe who 
lead a pious life. 

13. O almighty ſovereign of armies, happy 
is the man who repoſes his confidence in thee! 


refreſhment, ——S$uch perſons, he continues in the next verſe, 
proceed from one improvement in virtue to another ; and they 
all piouſly preſent themſelves before their Maker in the tabernacle 
on Sion. | | 

11. He was at this time reſident amongſt idolaters, who 
dwelt chiefly in tents: ſee Pſalm Ixxxiii. note on verſe 6. 

12. He again alludes to the paſſage through the wilderneſs, 
in which God had proved himſelf a light and a defence: Num- 
bers ix. 16. 
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PSALM LXXXV. 


This Pſalm was probably compoſed by Ezra, after the reſto- 

ration of the Jews from their captivity in Babylon. It is 

one of the Pſalms appointed for Chriſtmas-day, and for 
the evening ſervice of January 30. | 


LORD, chou art become gracious to 10 os na- 
tion, thou haſt terminared the captivity of Iſrael! 

2. Thou haſt forgiven the iniquity of thy 
people, and obliterated their ſin! 

3. Thou haſt removed all thy diſpleaſure, 
and relinquiſhed thy heavy indignation! 

4. Reſtore us then completely, O God, our 
preſerver, and let thy anger wholly ceaſe to- 
wards us! 

5. Wilt thou be diſpleaſed with us for ever? 
and wilt thou extend thy wrath from one ge- 
neration of us to another? 

6. Wilt thou not reſtore thy favour and re- 
vive us, that thy people may exult in thy pro- 
tection? | 
PF  ——————————— TT ——— —— 

2. It was a maxim amongſt the Jewiſh doctors that captivity 
was one mode by which fin was expiated: the return from it 
was, therefore, aſſumed, as a certain indication that the fin for 
which it had been inflicted was forgiven. MI 

4—7. Many viſible marks of divine vengeance muſt have 


ſtill remained in their deſolated country, though the Jews were 
reſtored to it. 
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7. Diſplay towards us thy mercy, and grant 
us thy deliverance! 

8. I will patiently await what the Lord God 
ſhall pronounce concerning me: for he will un. 
doubtedly grant peace to his people and his 
faithful ſervants, if they relapſe not into idolatry. 

9. For his protecting power cloſely attends 
thoſe who reverence him, that proſperity may 
reſide in our country. 

10. Already have mercy and fidelity met 
together: juſtice and peace have ſaluted cach 
other, 

11. Truth ſhall ſpring from out of the earth, 
and juſtice ſhed her influence from heaven. 

12. Yes, the Lord ſhall diſplay his benefi- 
cence, and the land ſhall yield its ample increaſe! 


8. David here peaks in the perſon of his people; who, he 
confides, will be bleſſed with laſting peace, provided they re- 
lapſe not into idolatry. Into fooliſhneſs concluded the verſe in 
Coverdale's firſt tranſlation, (as to folly terminates it in the 
Bible verſion;) but the former words have been unaccountably 
omitted in all the ſubſequent editions. 

ro, IT. The mercy and juſtice which God owed his people 
are conſidered as deſcending from heaven, and meeting and 
embracing truth and proſperity, ſpringing up from the earth: 
i. e. as ſoon as God is determined to ſhew fayour and do juſtice 
to his people, they are immediately viſited by proſperity and 
plenty, as a neceſſary conſequence of the truth of his promile. 


4 
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13. Unerring juſtice ſhall precede him; and 
he ſhall dire& his proceedings ae to its 
dictates. 


. 
. PSALM LXXXVI, 


This Pſalm, which was not diſcovered by the firſt colleQoe 
of the Pſalms of David, being met with by a perſon who 
arranged thoſe of Aſaph, and ſome of other eminent au- 


thors, was placed here. It is intitled in the Hebrew, «A 


Prayer of David;“ and was compoſed during his perſe- 
cutions by Saul. It was afterwards uſed by Hezekiahz 


when the Aſſyrians made an attempt on Jeruſalem. The 
firſt words of * indeed are the ame with Hezekiah's in 
well accommodated that hiſtory. | 


INCLINE thine ear, O Lord, and hens mel 
for I am friendlefs and in miſery! 

2. Preſerve thou my life, for I am full of 
pious dependence! my God, deliver thy ſer- 
vant who confides ſolely in thee! 

3. Be merciful unto me, O Lord, for I will 
conſtantly invoke thee! 

4. Comfort the mind of thy ſervant! for 
unto thee, O Lord, I devoutly raiſe it in prayer. 

5. For thou, Lord, art kind and gracious, 
and abundantly merciful to all them who Ap 
plicate thee! 
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6. Grant attention, Lord, to my petition, 
and conſider my humble ſupplications! 

7. In the time of my trouble I will addreſs 
myſelf to thee; for I know that thou heareſt me. 

8. Amongſt the pagan deities none is com- 
parable to thee, O Lord! not one can do as 
thou doſt. 

9. All nations, the children of thy creation, 
ſhall aſſemble and worſhip thee, O Lord, and 
glorify thy name! 

10. For thou art tranſcendently great, and 
wonderful are the operations of thy power! 
thou alone art God! 

11. Teach me thy commandments, O Lord, 
and I will conduct myſelf according to thy ſa- 
cred will! O attach my heart to thee, that I 
may revere thy name! 

12. I will thank thee, O Lord my God, 
with my whole heart, and will adore thy power 


inceſſantly! 
13. For great has been hy mercy towards 


CR _—_—_————————————————— 
9. In oppofition to all theſe idols, the <vorld ſhall concur in 
evor/hipping one ſupreme being, the uni verſal creator. 
13. Thou haſt often delivered me from extreme dangers, 
evhich, like an abyſs or bottomleſs pit, oma. ery oe, 
me up : 1 Samuel xxiii. &c. 


* 
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me: and thou haſt reſcued my life from the pit 


of death. 


14. O God, my preſumptuous foes are now - 


combined againſt me, and confederations of 


violent men ſeek my life, holding thee in total 
diſregard! | 

15. But thou, O Lord God, art full of 
compaſſion and mercy, prone to mild forbear- 
ance, abundant in benignity and truth! 

16. O reſtore thy favour then unto me, and 
have pity on me: grant powerful aſſiſtance to 
thy ſervant, and protect the ſon of thy menial 
flave. ; | 
17. Vouchſafe me a token of thy goodneſs, 
that they who oppoſe me may ſee it and be co- 
vered with confuſion, perceiving that thou haſt 


granted me aſſiſtance and conſolation! 


15. The truth or weracity of God is thus frequently rele- 
brated by David, in reference to the divine promiſe of bringing . 
him to the throne of Iſrael. 

16. This is not the only place in which David diſtinguiſhes 
himſelf by this humble appellation: Pſalm cxvi. 14. 
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PSALM LXXXVII. 


This Pſalm was written by David when he had compleated his 


deſign of repairing, beautifying, enlarging, and fortifying, 
Jeruſalem: and was ſung at the ſolemn feſtival appointed 


to celebrate the foundation and building of that city. ' 


HER foundations are on the ſacred hills: the 
Lord has preferred the courts of Sion to all 
the cities of Judea, 

2. Very high encomiums are beſtowed on 
thee, thou city of God! 
23. I will duly reſpe& the magnificence of 
Egypt and Babylon, amongſt my acquaintance. 


— — 

1. As Jeruſalem was built on ſeveral hills, viz. Sion, Moriah, 
and others of inferior note, they are called ſacred; the whole 
city being conſecrated to God. If we imagine the Pſalmiſt to 
be ſurveying the new-built city from ſome eminence, or from 
the terrace on the roof of his palace, juſt as he had finiſhed it, 
how natural was this exclamation of pleaſure and gratitude to 
God, who had enabled him to perfect this great deſign! 

2. The magnificence of its ſtructures, the falubrity of the 
air, and the numerous advantages of its fituation, recom- 
mended Jeruſalem to univerſal admiration. 

3. Egypt is denominated in — bt our triviifiedine 
Rahab ; a term denoting ſtrength and eminence. The Pfalmiſt 
denies not that Egypt and Babylon may boaſt of very noble 
cities. The city of Babylon, the capital of Chaldza, is ſup- 
poſed to have ſtood near the ſite of the preſent Grand Cairo, 
and is by ſome imagined to have been the ſeat of paradiſe. It 

one of the ſeven wonders of the world, and is called in 
ipture, the golden city, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of 


" 


OF THE PSALMS. / 253 


4. Conſider alſo the Philiſtines, the Tyrians; 
and Ethiopians: © behold,” ay they, chere 


was ſuch an one born!” 
1H Of Sion likewiſe it hall- now be faid, 


22 = 


— 


the Chaldees! excellency : Iſaiah xiv. 4; xiti. 19. The deferip- 
tion of it juſtifies theſe appellations. It was built four-ſquarez 
and was 60 miles in circumference; 15 on each fide. The 
walls were 87 feet thick, and 350 high; on which were built 
316 towers: three between each gate, and ſeven at each cor- 
ner. The gates were Too; 25 on each fide: and all of them 
of ſolid braſs. From theſe ran 25 ſtreets, croſſing one another 
at right angles; each r50 feet wide, and-15 miles in length. 

A row of houſes faced the wall on every ſide, with a ſtreet of 
200 feet wide, between them and it. Thus the whole city 
was divided into 676 ſquares; each of which was four furlongs 
and a half on every fide. All around theſe ſquares ſtood the 
houſes fronting the ſtreets: and the empty n within ſerved 
for gardens, and other needful uſes. 


4» T he countries of theſe people have likewiſe ee ;- 


and are, no doubt, famous for giving birth to many great men. 
There was ſuch an one born ſeems a proverbial mode of expreſ- 
fion, intimating the honour which the city derived from pro- 
ducing any illuſtrious character. That it alluded not to the 
birth of any particular perſon, however our tranſlations may 
countenance the conjecture, is evident: no previous mention 
having been made of any perſon, the term tbere referring with 
equal uncertainty to all the countries mentioned; and nobody 
of eminence, likely to be commemorated by the Pſalmiſt, be- 
ing born in any of them. The Bible verſion judicioufty ren- 
ders the phraſe, This and that man avas born in here. 

5. The privileges of being citizens of Sion were far ſuperior 
to thoſe of any other city: as Jeruſalem had God for its 
tounder, as the ark of his preſence dwelt in it, as the Lolemai» 
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that this or that perſon was born in her: and 
the Moſt High ſhall eſtabliſh her proſperity, - 

6. The Almighty ſhall record, when he 
takes an account of his — that ſuch an 


one was born there. 
7. The vocal and inſtrumental muſicians 


likewiſe ſhall proclaim, that all the ſources of 
my comfort, O Jeruſalem, ſpring from thee! 


— 


PSALM LXXXVIII. 


The author of this Pſalm is called Heman the Ezrathite: 
but who he was, or when he lived, is not known. A man 
of that name is mentioned in 1 Chronicles ii. 6. It is evi- 
dently the production of ſomebody who really ſuffered, 
or who in the perſon of his countrymen poetically fancied 
that he ſuffered, the miſeries of captivity. This is one 
of the Pſalms appointed for the evening ſervice of Good- 
Friday. | 


O Almighty ander of my preſervation, by 
day and night have I invoked thee! O let my 


' ties of his worſhip were with — magnificence performed 
there, as it was governed by his laws, and as it was under his 
immediate protection. 

6. The Almighty is here repreſented as keeping a regiſter of 
all nations on the earth, and marking in it every citizen of Je- 
ruſalem as intitled to his diſtinguiſhed favour. It is with reluc- 
tance that I have found myſelf obliged to vary ſo eſſentially 
from the conſtruction of this verſe in our Liturgy tranſlation. 


4 
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prayer be admitted to thy en n _ 
attention to my ſupplication! 

2. For my ſoul is — by coudle, 
and my life . the grave 

3. I am conſidered as one of thoſe who are 
ready to deſcend to the pit of death, and am 
become like a man totally bereft of ſtrength, 

4. Freed from the concerns of life, num- 
a with the dead, like thoſe who are 
wounded in battle, who are thought of no 
more, and for ever-deprived of thy protection. 

5. Thou haſt depreſſed me to the loweſt ſtate, 
to a place of darkneſs, and to a dreadful abyſs. 

6. Thy indignation lies heavy on me, and 
thou haſt inflited on me all thy vengeance. 

7. Thou haſt removed my acquaintance far 
from me, and cauſed me to be abhorred by 
them. f 

8. I am fo ſtrictly confined in priſon, that I 
canuot eſcape. 

9. My fight fails through mere wo | 
Lord, I have daily invoked, * extended my 
bands to thee! 5 

10. Wilt thou diſplay thy aa power 
towards the dead, or will they be able to n. 
again and Pour thee? 


. 
L ” 
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11. Will thy affectionate merey be declared 
in the grave, or thy fidelity in a ſtate of death? 

12. Will thy wonderful interpoſitions be ce- 
lebrated in that ſcene of darknefs? and 0 
tice, in the land of oblivion? 

13. Mournfully have I ſupplicated thee, O 
Lord! and at an early hour ſhall my "POIs 
reach thy preſence. 

14. Lord, why doſt thou diſregard: my life, 
and withhold thy protection from me? 

15. I am in miſery, and like one who is at 
the point of death: even from my youth, thy 
fearful judgments have I ſuſtained with the 
moſt anxious diſquietude. 

16. Thy wrathful diſpleaſure everwhihth me, 
and the terror of thee has ſhortened my days. 

17. Afflictions have daily ſurrounded me 
like a flood, and encompaſſed me on every fide. 
— —— — — 

r0—12. The author has bitherto confidered himſelf as a 
dying man. In theſe verſes he inquires whether in caſe of his 
death God intends to exert his miraculous power to revive him 
from the dead: and repreſents that if he is permitted to die, 
he ſhall no longer be able to celebrate the divine mercy and 
9 the latter clauſe of this verſe it may be inferred 
that the author had from his youth been ſubject to the capti- 


vity; which he juſtly conſiders as the effect of God's fearfil 
Judgments. 


ye 
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18. My deareſt and moſt intimate friends 


haſt thou removed from me, and concealed my 


Hoa from my fight. 


| PSALM LXXXIX. 


The author of this Pſalm lived either in the time of Jehoi- 
achin, or Zedekiah, whoſe fate he laments very patheti- 
cally. By the concluſion from verſe 37, it appears to 
have been written in ſome great diſtreſs of one of the 
kings of the line of David: in which, the author reminds 
God of his promiſe to David and his lateſt poſterity. 


This Pſalm is one of thoſe appointed for the r ſer- 


vice of Chriſtmas-Day. 


MY hymns ſhall ever celebrate che tone 
mercy of the Lord: I will perſonally an 


chy veracity to ſucceeding generations. 

2. For thus have I ſaid, Mercy will be 
eſtabliſhed permanently: thy facred promiſe 
wilt thou confirm which was granted in heaven, 


3- © I have formed a compact with the man 


2. God granted this promiſe, of eſtabliſhing David on the 
throne of Iſrael, in a viſion to Nathan from heaven. And 
thine houſe and thy kingdom ſhall be e/tabliſhed for ever before 


thee : thy throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever : 2 Samuel vii. 16. 
3. This and the next verſe are ſuppoſed to be ſpoken by the | 


Almighty: 1 Samuel xvi. 13; 2 Samuel 1.9 * 3 
VOL. I. 8 | | 
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whom I have choſen: I have thus ſworn to 
David my ſervant; 

4. Thy family will I eſtabliſh during a long 
| period, and exalt thy throne for 1 numerous ge- 
nerations!”? _ 

5. O Lord, the very inhabitants of heaven 
ſhall praiſe thy wonderful interpoſitions, and 
thy veracity in the congregation of thy faithful 
ſervants! 

6. For who amongſt the moſt exalted natures 
can be compared with the Lord? 

7. Or who amongſt the moſt eminent of the 
ſons of men can reſemble the Almighty? 

8. God is worthy of profound reverence in 
the aſſembly of his faithful people, and of awful 
veneration amongſt thoſe who attend around him. 

9. O almighty ſovereign of armies, who is 
like thee? thy veracity, moſt mighty Lord, is 
diſcernible on all ſides. 


4. The phraſe for ever in our tranſlations is not here to be 
taken abſolutely, but as denoting a great length of duration. 
Thus in Daniel ii. 4: May the king live for ever! It was a 
mode of ſpeech common in the Eaſt. 

6. The clouds in the Liturgy tranſlation mean heaven. 

7. Plalm Ixxxii. note on verſe 6. Thus alſo Moſes on the 
ſame ſubject, Who is like*unto thee, O Lord, amongſt the gods? 
who is like thee glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing 
wonders * Exodus xy. II. 
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10. Thou ſubdueſt the raging of the ſea; 
thou calmeſt its waves, when they ariſe. 
11. Thou didſt humble Egypt and bring 
deſtruction on it: thou didft diſperſe thy ene- 
mies with thy mighty power. — 

12. The heavens and the earth are thine: 
thou didſt give exiſtence to the globe and all 
that it contains. 

13. Thou haſt created the northern a 
ſouthern parts of the world: Tabor and Her- 
mon ſhall exult in thy protection. 

14. Thou haſt a mighty arm: powerful is 
thy hand, and exalted is thy right hand. 

15. Juſtice and equity are the baſis of thy 
throne: mercy andfidelity ſhall be thy harbingers. 

16. Happy is the people, O Lord, that can 
rejoice in thy protection: they ſhall proceed 
under the ſplendour of thy preſence. 


* 


11. Extdus xv. 6. | 

13. All the quarters of the globe ſhall rejoice under n 
dence. Tabor and Hermon, two famous mountains of Judea, 
lay weſt and eaſt of it. 

14. The arm, the hand, and the right hand, are uſed through- 
out ſcripture to denote power. The terms here ſignify its vaſt 
extent and infinity. 

16. Another allufion to the ſplendour of the miraculous 
cloud, the teſtimony of the divine preſence, which conducted 
the Ifraclites through the wilderneſs ; Exodus xiv. 20. &c. 
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17. Their inceflant delight ſhall be in thy 
worſhip, and in thy equity ſhall they triumph. 

18. For thou art the glory of their proſpe- 
rity: and in thy abundant Lindnels thou wilt 
exalt our power. 

19. The Lord is our defender: the ſacred 
deity of Iſrael is our ſovereign. 

20. Thou didſt formerly ſpeak in a viſion 
to thy holy ſervant, and ſay, I have confer- 
red power on a mighty champion: I have ex- 
alted one ſelected from the people. 

21. I have provided David my ſervant: with 
my ſacred oil have I anointed him. 

22. My hand ſhall firmly ſupport, and my 
arm ſhall ſtrengthen him. 

23. The enemy ſhall not be able to oppreſs 
him: the child of malice ſhall not injure him. 
224. I will ſubdue his adverſaries before his 
face, and afflit thoſe who oppoſe him. 

25. My veracity alſo and my mepcy ſhall 
attend him, and under my auſpices ſhall his 
power be exalted. | 

26. I will likewiſe eſtabliſh his dominion over 
the ſea, and his authority over the rivers. 

— p — — 
20. This holy perſon was Samuel: 1 Samuel xvi. 1. 
21. See note on verſe 14. | 
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27. He ſhall thus addreſs me, Thou art my 
father, my God, and my powerful protector!“ 

28. And I will conſtitute him my eldeſt ſon, 
ſuperior to all other kings of the earth. a 

29. My mercy will I obſerve in his behalf 
for ever, and my compact with him — be 
kept inviolably. 

30. His family alſo I will perpetuate for 


ever, and his throne ſhall be coeval with che 


days of heaven. 

31. But if his poſterity neglect my laws, and 
obſerve not my ordinances; 
32. If they violate my ſtatutes, and diſobey 
my commands; I will puniſh their offences with 
the rod, and their fin with fcourges. | 


33. Nevertheleſs, my affectionate mercy will 


I not utterly withdraw from him, nor ſuffer 
my righteous promiſe to be unfulfilled. 
34. My compact will I not vacate, nor de- 


part from the word which has paſſed my lips: 


26. His empire /hall extend from the Mediterranean ſea to 
the rivers Euphrates and Tigris : 2 Samuel viii. x. and xviii. 

28. To primogeniture was annexed, under the Jewiſh law, 
a double portion of honour and poſſeſſions. | 

30. See note on verſe 4. 

33—36. 2 Samuel vii. 12—16; 1 Kings xi. 34; a Kings 
viü. 19; and 2 Chronicles xxi. 7. 
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I have formerly ſworn by my ſacred majeſty, 
that I will not deſert David. 

35. His family ſhall be perpetuated for ever, 
and his throne be permanent as the ſun in my 
preſence. 

36. He ſhall be eſtabliſhed to the end of 
time as durably as the moon, and as that con- 
| ſtant witneſs of divine power in the heavens.” 
37. But thou haſt rejected and forſaken thy 
anointed ſovereign, and art diſpleaſed with him. 

38. Thou haſt violated the compact formed 
with thy ſervant, and caſt his crown to the 
ground, 

39. Thou haſt demoliſhed all his hn and 
broken down his fortified places. 

40. All who paſs by commit depredations 
on him, and he is become an object of deriſion 
to the neighbouring people. 

41. Thou haſt exalted the power of his ene- 
mies, and cauſed all his adverſaries to rejoice. 

42. Thou haſt taken away the keenneſs of 


37. Zedekiah; one of the poſterity of David, and his law- 
ful ſucceſſor in the kingdom: 2 Kings xxv. 7. 

38—44. For an account of the miſeries alluded to, ſee 2 
Kings xxv. The diſgrace attending this unfortunate king 
means the barbarous privation of his ſight. 


4 . 
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his ſword, and no longer granteſt him 9 
in battle. 

43. Thou haſt extinguiſhed his glory, and 
ſtruck off his crown to the ground. 5 

44. The days of his youth haſt thou than 
ened, and overwhelmed him with diſgrace. + 

45. Lord, how long wilt thou withhold thy 
preſence, for ever? and ſhall thy indignation + 
conſume us like the devouring fire? 

46. O remember how ſhort at the utmoſt 
my time is! why haſt thou created all us miſe- 
rable captives for no purpoſe? 

47. What man now lives, and ſhall not ex- 
perience death? and who ſhall be able to exempt 
his life from the power of the grave? 

48. Where, O Lord, are thy former mer- 
cies, with which thou didſt ſolemnly engage 
thyſelf to bleſs David? 

49. Obſerve, Lord, the reproach which thy 
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47. This obſervation the Pſalmiſt uſes as an argument to in- 
cline God to ſuffer the captive Jews to ſpend the ſhort time 
which remained of their lives, in a more comfortable condition. 
As if he had ſaid, There is no need of haſtening our death by 
permitting the farther cruelty of our victorious maſters : in the 
courſe of nature, eve muſt all inevitably die ſoon. 

49, 50. God was blaſphemed and the Jews derided at this 
time by the pagan nations, on two accounts: one, that God 
had deſerted his promiſe of perpetuating the family of David 
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ſervants bear, and how I am obliged to ſuſtain 
the deriſion of many nations; 

Fo. With which thy enemies have blaſ. 
phemed thee, and vilified the conduct of thine 
anointed ſovereign. Praiſed be the Lord for 
ever! Amen and Amen! 
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on the throne of Iſrael; the other, that their expeAation of 
almighty interference, or of a Meſſiah to reſcue them from 
captivity, was vain and futile. 


The End of the Third Diviſton. 


—— 


END OF VOL. I. 


ERRATA. 


VOL. I. 


Pſulm x. at the end of verſe 12, add 
Page 21, laſt line of the note, read on 9, 10. 


Page 53, laſt line of the note, for xxv. read Ixxv. | % 


Page 56, line 5, for uot, read not. | «a 
— 78, laſt line of the note, for in the 1 nt, rad inſtrument 
in the 
In the introduction to Pſalm xxxviii. for Dr. Delaney, read Dr. Delaney 

Page 100, line 21, for hls, read his, 

Page 103, line 6, between is applied inſert ſo. 

Pſalm I. verſe 17, for 19, read 17. 

Page 145, read that number inflead of 154. 

Page 174, line 11, for ha, read had. 

Page 205, the note, for Schechinah, read Shechinah. 
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Page 20, note, line 5, for ſhcep, read ſheep. 
Pſalm cii. note on verſe 9, for hnmiliation, read humiliation. 
verſe 19, for beholden, read beheld. 


Palm civ. note 4, inflead of the | after meſſenger, inſert ; 

Page 68, laſt line of the note, for nſtead, read inſtead, a 
Page 127, line 7 of the note for in God read on God. 

Pſalm exxii. note on verſe 4, read 2 Chronicles ix. 8. 

Eſalm cxli. note 1 laſt line for i, read is. 
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